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Illinois  repeals  consent 

law  for  HIV  antibody 
testing 

Community ,  angry  over  Gov.  Jim  Thompson's 
approval  of  measure ,  claims  powerful  PAC  of 
doctors  “bought”  exemption  from  “ informed , 
written  consent”  requirement 


By  Mike  Friedman 

CHICAGO  —  Illinois  Gov.  James  (Big 
Jim)  Thompson  signed  into  law  Sept.  2  a 
measure  exempting  physicians  from  obtain¬ 
ing  “written,  informed”  consent  for  HIV 
antibody  testing  from  their  patients.  The 
measure  overturns  part  of  a  law  passed  last 
year  —  the  only  one  of  its  kind  in  the  nation 
—  requiring  anyone  ordering  an  HIV  anti¬ 
body  test  to  first  obtain  written  consent. 
Elimination  of  written,  informed  consent 
makes  it  possible  for  physicians  to  perform 
an  HIV  antibody  test  at  any  time,  without 
the  knowledge  of  the  person  being  tested. 

Upon  signing  the  bill,  which  was  authored 
by  Republican  State  Rep.  Penny  Pullen 
(well  known  as  one  of  the  homophobic 
members  of  the  Reagan  AIDS  Commission 
and  sponsor  of  a  package  of  AIDS-phobic 
bills  in  Illinois  last  year)  the  Governor  flew 
off  to  China  for  a  three-week  visit  apparent¬ 
ly  to  deflect  criticism  from  lesbian/gay  and 
AIDS  activists.  According  to  Illinois  Les¬ 
bian  and  Gay  Task  Force  (ILGTF) 
Legislative  Director  Tim  Drake,  Pullen’s 
amendment  exempting  physicians  from 
written  consent  was  inserted  into  H.B.  4005 
(a  multi-faceted  AIDS  measure)  two  days 
before  the  legislative  session  was  supposed 
to  end,  preventing  opponents  from  mobiliz¬ 
ing  against  the  amendment.  H.B.  4005  also 
allows  health  care  workers  and  paramedics 
to  sue  to  force  HIV  antibody  testing  on  peo¬ 
ple  whose  bodily  fluids  they  have  come  in 
contact  with.  The  bill  will  also  increase  the 
number  of  school  officials  who  may  be  told 
when  a  child  with  AIDS  attends  Illinois 
public  schools. 

The  Illinois  State  Medical  Society  (ISMS), 
a  group  representing  17,000  doctors  state¬ 
wide,  has  been  a  leading  opponent  of  writ¬ 
ten  consent  legislation  and  was  a  backer  of 
H.B.  4005.  ISMS  argued  that  written  con¬ 
sent  requirement  was  an  infringement  on  the 
“candor,  trust  and  one-on-one  counseling 
and  discussion”  involved  in  the  doctor- 
patient  relationship.  ISMS  also  claimed  that 
informed,  written  consent  was  somehow  a 
barrier  “to  stopping  the  spread  of  this  dead¬ 
ly,  infectious  virus.” 

The  only  supporter  of  H.B.  4005  besides 
ISMS  was  the  Illinois  Hospital  Association. 
Opponents  included  IGLTF,  the  Illinois 
Civil  Liberties  Union,  the  Illinois  Nurses 
Association,  nearly  every  AIDS  service  or¬ 
ganization  in  the  state,  and  the  Illinois 
Director  of  Public  Health,  Bernard  Tur- 
nock  —  a  member  of  the  Thompson  cabi¬ 
net.  Turnock  publicly  urged  Thompson  to 
veto  the  bill. 

Harry  Springer,  President  of  ISMS  said 
the  group  supported  the  bill  because  “AIDS 
should  be  treated  like  any  other  disease. 
And  for  no  other  treatment  or  test  has  [the] 
government  mandated  signing  a  specific, 
written  document.”  ILGTF’s  Drake 


disagreed,  saying  “AIDS  isn  7  like  any  other 
disease.  Springer’s  statement  underlines  ex¬ 
actly  why  physicians  shouldn’t  be  exempt 
from  written,  informed  consent.  HIV  tests 
have  striking  effects  on  employment  and 
devastating  effects  on  people’s  ability  to  get 
health  insurance.  Doctors  don’t  understand 
this  and  Springer  is  at  the  head  of  their  list,” 
he  said. 

Paul  Adams  of  the  group  Chicago  for 
AIDS  Rights  (C-FAR)  said,  “The  people 
who  are  behind  this,  including  Rep.  Pullen, 
are  attacking  the  confidentiality  legislation 
because  they  are  upset  that  their  agenda  of 
mandatory  testing  and  quarantine  has  fail¬ 
ed.” 

ISMS  literature  claims  that  repealing 
mandated,  written  consent  will  not  allow  for 
“so  called  ‘secret  testing’  that  doesn’t  pro¬ 
vide  patients  with  the  results  or  appropriate 
counselling.”  But  the  literature  fails  to  ad¬ 
dress  the  issue  of  how  patients  can  keep 
from  being  tested  against  their  will.  The  new 
law  makes  no  provision  for  requiring  any 
sort  of  consent,  relying  instead  on  what  the 
ISMS  describes  as  “a  doctor’s  duty  to  dis¬ 
cuss  treatment  and  testing  with  patients.” 
This  position  was  echoed  by  Thompson, 
whose  statement  on  the  issue  leaves  con¬ 
fidentiality  and  consent  to  a  physician’s 
“common  decency”  and  “the  canons  of 
their  profession.”  But  Drake  countered,  “if 
it’s  such  a  part  of  their  medical  ethics,  they 
should  have  no  problem  putting  it  in 
writing.” 

The  Governor’s  press  spokesperson,  Jim 
Bray,  said  that  any  person  who  asks  not  to 
be  tested  cannot  be  tested.  But  Drake  point¬ 
ed  out  that  it  would  be  extremely  difficult  to 
take  a  physician  to  court  since  the  case 
would  put  the  patient’s  word  against  a 
physician’s.  He  added  that  the  only  way  to 
hold  a  physician  accountable  is  to  put  it  in 
writing,  “and  that’s  exactly  what  ‘inform¬ 
ed,  written  consent’  is.” 

“Buying”  the  governor 

The  ISMS  claims  that  AIDS  has  been 
treated  with  “kid  gloves”  by  “some  public 
policymakers  and  special  interests.”  But 
many  lesbian/gay  and  AIDS  activists  argue 
instead  that  the  ISMS  bought  the  votes  of 
legislators  and  the  governor.  “It’s  difficult 
to  hear  Springer  talk  about  ‘special  inter¬ 
ests’  when  his  Political  Action  Committee 
[PAC]  has  given  $415,000  to  state  politi¬ 
cians  —  including  Gov.  Thompson  —  in  the 
last  year,”  Drake  commented.  ISMS  is  the 
largest  PAC  in  the  state. 

In  response  to  the  governor’s  signing 
H.B.  4005,  ILGTF,  and  C-FAR  will  co¬ 
sponsor  “Who  Owns  Jim  Thompson? 
Day”  Sept.  26.  The  day  will  commence  with 
a  noontime  picket  of  the  State  of  Illinois 
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Quilt  controversy  quelled 

4, 000  phone  calls  to  the  Park  Service  result  in  quick 
action  to  get  permit  for  the  NAMES  Project  display  on 
the  Ellipse 


By  Chris  Bull 

WASHINGTON  —  After  several  days  of 
negotiations  with  the  National  Park  Service, 
The  NAMES  Project  on  Sept.  20  was 
granted  a  permit  to  display  the  AIDS 
Memorial  Quilt  on  the  Ellipse  Oct.  7-10. 
The  permit  had  been  denied  just  four  days 
earlier  when  the  NAMES  Project  was  in¬ 
formed  by  the  Park  Service  that  the  permit 
had  been  given  instead  to  the  National 
Millenium  Society,  a  group  of  Ukranian 
Christians.  The  Park  Service  decision  touch¬ 
ed  off  a  storm  of  protest  among  lesbians  and 
gay  men  across  the  country,  and  within  24 
hours  of  its  announcement  over  4,000  phone 
calls  flooded  the  Park  Service  headquarters. 

The  dispute  was  finally  settled  when  the 
National  Millennium  Society  agreed  to 
move  to  the  nearby  Lincoln  Memorial.  The 

"It  could  have  been  a  clerical 
error  or  it  could  have  been 
motivated  by  politics” 

NAMES  Project  agreed  to  allow  the  group 
to  borrow  its  stage  and  sound  equipment 
and  the  Human  Rights  Campaign  Fund 
agreed  to  finance  advertising  to  announce 
the  changes  in  location  for  the  Society’s 
event. 

Dan  Sauro,  spokesperson  for  the 
NAMES  Project,  credited  “the  thousands 
of  people  who  called  the  Park  Service  and 
made  a  stink.  The  NAMES  Project  is  very 
grateful  for  the  support.”  Sauro  said  the 
Park  Service  had  refused  to  meet  with  the 
NAMES  Project  until  it  received  the  flood 
of  phone  calls  of  protest  and  pressure  from 
several  members  of  Congress. 

When  asked  whether  he  thought  the  Park 
Service  action  was  politically  motivated, 
Sauro  said,  “It  could  have  been  a  clerical  er¬ 
ror  or  it  could  have  been  motivated  by 
politics.  It  is  difficult  for  us  to  tell.” 

Sandra  Alley,  spokesperson  for  the  Park 
Service,  blamed  what  she  termed  the  “mix- 


up”  on  the  NAMES  Project.  She  explained 
that  on  Feb.  18  the  NAMES  Project  was 
granted  a  permit  for  the  Washington  Mall. 
But  in  July  the  Park  Service  informed  the 
NAMES  Project  that  the  Mall  would  be 
undergoing  renovation  and  would  be 
unavailable.  “We  offered  several  sites.  But 
the  NAMES  Project  was  very  unclear  about 
what  it  wanted.  When  they  finally  decided 
we  had  already  given  away  the  Ellipse,”  said 
Alley.  According  to  Sauro,  the  NAMES 
Project  had  already  been  assured  of  the  per¬ 
mit  for  the  Ellipse  when  it  was  informed  of 
the  problem  with  the  Mall.  He  said  the  alter¬ 
native  sites  were  too  small  for  the  375,000 
square  foot  Quilt. 

Alley  said  politics  were  not  involved  in 
the  decision  and  that  the  Park  Service 
“treats  all  applications  in  exactly  the  same 
manner.  We  grant  over  1400  permits  per 
year.  How  could  we  be  picking  and  choosing 
between  them  all?” 

Michael  Iskowitz,  a  member  of  Sen. 
Edward  Kennedy’s  (D-Mass.)  Council  on 
AIDS,  said  “because  there  was  a  similar 
problem  last  year  I  am  very  suspicious.  The 
Park  Service  did,  however,  seem  interested 
in  working  out  a  solution  after  they  received 
pressure.”  Iskowitz,  who  participated  in  the 
negotiations,  said  Kennedy’s  office  received 
over  400  calls. 

Note:  The  display  of  the  Quilt  in 
Washington  will  require  the  efforts  of  many 
volunteers,  who  all  need  to  receive  training. 
If  you  are  interested  in  volunteering,  but  are 
unable  to  attend  the  Oct.  7  training  in 
Washington,  there  will  be  training  sessions 
held  in  Boston  at  the  Unversity  of 
Massachusetts/ Boston  campus  at  the 
following  times:  Sat.,  Oct.  1,  1:00  pm.; 
Sun.,  Oct.  2,  noon;  Wed.,  Oct.  5,  7:00 pm. 
If  you  are  unable  to  go  to  Washington,  but 
would  still  like  to  participate,  there  is  much 
to  be  done  locally.  For  more  information 
about  volunteering,  cal!  (617)  451-9003. 

□  filed  from  Boston 


NEWSNOTES 


Quote  of  the  week 

“I  stand  for  anti-bigotry,  anti-Semitism, 
anti-racism.  That’s  what  drives  me.” 

—  Presidential  candidate  George 
Bush,  as  quoted  in  the  Boston  Globe.  And 
another  gem  from  last  week’s  stumping:  *7 
want  to  be  sure  that  everybody  who  has  a 
job  wants  a  job.  ”  After  screwing  up  on  civil 
rights  and  economic  quotes,  Bush  even  gaff¬ 
ed  on  his  favorite  issue  —  patriotism  —  and 
butchered  the  Pledge  of  Allegiance.  After 
claiming  that  the  flag  is  a  symbol  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  he  followed  up 
with  “ and  to  the  liberty  for  which  it  stands, 
one  nation,  under  God  with  freedom  and 
justice  for  all.  And  let’s  never  forget  it.  ” 
Right,  George. 

Gay  man  wins  an 
equal  place  in  the 
sun 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  A  gay  man  from 
Sebastapol,  Calif.,  has  won  a  vacation  and 
$2,500  in  cash  in  a  lawsuit  that  charged  a 
Florida  and  Tennesee  company  with  dis¬ 
crimination  and  fraudulent  advertising. 

Last  summer,  Vacation  America  and 
Trans  World  Vacations  notified  Ed  Patrick 
that  he  won  his  choice  of  a  Florida  or  Mex¬ 
ico  vacation.  But  then  they  refused  to  let 
Patrick  and  his  family  partner  of  seven  years 
participate.  National  Gay  Rights  Advocates 
(NGRA),  a  public-interest  law  firm  based 
here,  filed  suit  in  U.S.  District  Court  on 
Patrick’s  behalf. 

“The  settlement  was  a  total  victory,”  said 
Leonard  Graff,  legal  director  of  NGRA. 
“They  will  now  give  Ed  a  vacation,  $2,500 
in  cash  and  have  agreed  to  not  discriminate 
against  lesbians  and  gay  men  in  any  of  their 
programs.  In  addition,  any  other  person 
turned  down  because  of  their  marital  status 
or  sexual  orientation  can  now  receive  a  vaca¬ 
tion.” 

□  John  Dooley 

Pro-choice  campaign 
seeks  airtime  on 
local  cable  systems 

BOSTON  —  The  Committee  for 
Reproductive  Freedom  (CRF)  has  begun  a 
pro-choice  media  campaign  on  local  cable 
systems  to  increase  the  visibility  of  the  pro- 
choice  position,  which  insists  on  reproduc¬ 
tive  rights  for  all,  including  lesbians  and  gay 
men.  CRF  has  made  available  to  the  public 
selections  from  its  pro-choice  video  library, 
which  includes  educational  videos  that  ex¬ 
plore  such  topics  as  poor  women’s  lack  of 
access  to  abortion  and  the  impact  of  paren¬ 
tal  consent  laws  on  minor’s  access  to  abor¬ 
tion.  CRF  hopes  to  encourage  individuals 
and  groups  to  arrange  for  community  access 
cable  TV  viewings  across  Massachusetts. 

To  commemorate  the  Oct.  3,  1977  death 
of  Rosie  Jimenez,  the  first  known  victim  of 
the  Hyde  Amendment  (which  cut  federal 
Medicaid  funds  for  abortion),  CRF  plans  a 
day  of  tabling  in  the  Greater  Boston  area  on 
Sat.,  Oct.  1. 

For  more  information,  call  (617) 
782-1056. 

□  Marc  Stein 

Chicago  registers 
1 0,000  new  les/gay 
voters 

^CHICAGO  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Voter 
Impact  ’88  a  project  of  Impact,  Chicago’s 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Political  Action  Commit¬ 
tee,  has  registered  10,000  new  voters  in  the 
city,  with  a  goal  of  another  10,000  by  the 
close  of  Illinois  registration  on  Oct.  3. 

This  project  has  been  the  most  successful 
voter  registration  effort  in  the  entire  state 
and  has  caused  several  politicians  to  sit  up 
and  take  notice.  In  the  recent  defeat  of  the 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights  Ordinance  in  the 
Chicago  City  Council,  several  opponents 
switched  their  votes,  including  Edmund 
Burke,  who  said  that  he  voted  for  the  or¬ 
dinance  on  the  strength  of  new  les/gay 


voters  on  the  rolls.  Burke  is  considered  a 
likely  candidate  in  the  special  mayoral  elec¬ 
tion  scheduled  for  Spring,  1989.  The  elec¬ 
tion  will  decide  the  permanent  replacement 
for  the  late  Mayor  Harold  Washington,  who 
died  in  November,  1987. 

Impact  spokesperson  Terry  Cosgrove  said 
that  after  the  close  of  registration,  the  pro¬ 
ject  will  begin  coordinating  a  computerized 
voter  database  which  will  ultimately  contain 
30,000  names,  in  order  to  do  spot  mailings 
and  improve  get-out-the-vote  efforts  for 
candidates  favorable  to  lesbian  and  gay 
issues. 

□  Mike  Friedman 

Writers  to  be 
honored  by  HRCF 

BOSTON  —  Writers  Barbara  Smith  and 
Cindy  Patton  are  among  the  well-known  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  activists/scribes  to  be  honored 
next  month  at  the  1988  New  England  Hu¬ 
man  Rights  Campaign  Fund  Dinner.  The 
Oct.  21  event  —  a  gala  affair  with  a  $150  per 
person  price  tag  —  will  be  held  at  Boston’s 
Park  Plaza  Hotel.  This  year’s  seventh  an¬ 
nual  New  England  dinner  will  recognize 
writers  whose  work  has  advanced  the  cause 
for  human  rights,  gay  liberation,  feminism 
and  equality,  according  to  a  press  release 
from  the  Human  Rights  Campaign  Fund 
(HRCF). 

Most  of  the  dinner’s  proceeds  will  benefit 
HRCF,  a  political  action  committee  which 
backs  Congressional  candidates  based  on 
their  support  for  lesbian  and  gay  issues,  and 
lobbies  Congress  in  the  fight  against  AIDS 
and  for  enactment  of  anti-discrimination 


Barbara  Smith 


laws.  Similar  HRCF  fund-raising  dinners 
are  also  held  in  New  York,  Washington  and 
Los  Angeles.  A  quarter  of  the  money  raised 
from  the  Boston  dinner  will  go  to  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Advocates  and  Defenders  (GLAD) 
and  the  Massachusetts  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Political  Caucus  (MGLPC),  and  some  funds 
will  be  allocated  to  lesbian/gay  groups  in 
Maine,  New  Hampshire  and  Rhode  Island. 

Along  with  Smith,  co-founder  of  Kitchen 
Table:  Women  of  Color  Press,  and  Patton, 
author  of  Sex  and  Germs  and  a  former  GCN 
editor,  honored  writers  include  journalist 
Fran  Lebowitz  and  novelist  Armistead  Mau- 
pin.  Other  award  recipients  include  the 
Strafford  County  Family  Planning  Clinic  in 
New  Hampshire  and  Frances  Peabody,  an 
85-year-old  woman  who  co-founded  The 
AIDS  Project  in  Portland,  Maine. 

□  Elizabeth  Pincus 

U.N.  hits  sodomy 
laws  but  offers 
weird  theory  on  gay 
behavior 

UNITED  NATIONS  —  In  a  recent  report 
on  social  issues,  the  United  Nations  (U.N.) 
recommended  that  all  sexual  practices  be¬ 
tween  consenting  adults  be  tolerated  if  they 
are  conducted  in  private  and  do  not  violate 
public  decency.  It  is  the  first  time  that  the 
U.N.  has  spoken  against  sodomy  laws,  re¬ 
ports  the  Philadelphia  Gay  News. 

But  the  U.N.  report  also  says  that  fewer 
women  would  be  lesbians  if  men  treated 
them  more  equitably  and  fairly.  And  fewer 


men  would  be  gay  if  they  were  not  uptight 
about  their  sexual  performance  with 
women. 

□  Don  Verfaille 

Ending  men’s 
violence 

BELLINGHAM,  Wash.  —  BrotherPeace 
is  calling  all  men  to  publicly  protest  men’s 
violence  against  women,  against  children, 
against  each  other,  and  against  the  earth  on 
Oct.  15.  BrotherPeace  is  organized  by  the 
Ending  Men’s  Violence  Task  Group  of  the 
National  Organization  for  Changing  Men, 
an  organization  self-described  as  male 
positive,  pro-feminist,  and  gay-affirmative. 
This  will  be  the  third  consecutive  year  for 
the  BrotherPeace  International  Day  of  Ac¬ 
tions  to  End  Men’s  Violence.  Last  year,  ac¬ 
tions  were  held  in  56  cities  and  endorsed  by 
nearly  60  organizations,  including  GCN. 

In  addition  to  actions  to  end  rape,  bat¬ 
tery,  homophobia,  and  militarism,  among 
other  things,  BrotherPeace  is  also  calling  for 
an  internationally  coordinated  three  min¬ 
utes  of  silence  to  recognize  women  who  have 
died  from,  or  suffered  and  survived,  men’s 
violence.  The  silence  will  begin  at  4:00  p.m., 
Eastern  Standard  Time.  During  this  time  a 
drumbeat  every  15  seconds  will  express  the 
incidence  of  battery  against  women  in  this 
country. 

Contact  BrotherPeace  at  P.O.  Box  4082, 
Bellingham,  WA  98227,  (206)  647-0766;  and 
the  National  Organization  for  Changing 
Men  at  794  Penn.  Ave.,  Pittsburgh,  PA 
15221,  (412)  371-1545. 

□  Jennifer  Fechner 

Lesbian  named  to 
Dem  National 
Committee 

LOS  ANGELES  —  For  the  first  time 
ever,  an  out  lesbian  has  been  named  to  the 
governing  body  of  the  National  Democratic 
Party.  Lesbian  activist  Jean  O’Leary  was  ap¬ 
pointed  on  July  22  by  Michael  Dukakis  to 
serve  as  an  at-large  member  of  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  National  Committee. 

This  is  not  the  only  first  for  O’Leary,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Seattle  Gay  News.  During  the 
Carter  Administration,  she  organized  the 
first  and  only  meeting  of  lesbian  and  gay 
leaders  ever  held  in  the  White  House.  In 
1977,  O’Leary  was  the  first  openly  gay  per¬ 
son  to  be  appointed  to  a  Presidential  Com¬ 
mission  when  Jimmy  Carter  appointed  her 
to  the  National  Commission  on  the  Obser¬ 
vance  of  International  Women’s  Year. 
Carter  subsequently  named  O’Leary  to  his 
National  Advisory  Commission  on  the 
Status  of  Women.  For  the  past  seven  years, 
O’Leary  has  been  Executive  Director  of  the 
National  Gay  Rights  Advocates,  a  non¬ 
profit  legal  organization  that  promotes  civil 
rights  for  lesbians  and  gay  men. 

Responding  to  news  of  her  appointment, 
O’Leary  said,  “It  clearly  highlights  the  dif¬ 
ference  between  Gov.  Dukakis  and  an  ad¬ 
ministration  that  has  turned  its  back  on  the 
gay  community  for  eight  years. 

□  Jennifer  Fechner 

AIDS  not  a  priority 
for  U.S.  rockers 

BOSTON  —  Although  several  pop  stars 
have  readily  lent  their  talents  to  the  Fight 
against  AIDS,  rock  performers  have  not 
been  so  forthcoming.  According  to  the  Bos¬ 
ton  Globe,  a  recent  search  for  a  headliner  at 
an  AIDS  benefit  scheduled  for  Boston 
Garden  Sept.  26  took  three  months.  The 
Globe  pointed  out  that  although  rock  per¬ 
formers  have  been  quick  to  jump  on  the 
bandwagon  for  such  causes  as  hunger,  anti¬ 
apartheid,  and  homelessness,  many  rock 
performers  do  not  want  to  be  associated 
with  AIDS. 

“We  sent  letters  to  over  40  artists.  [The 
rock  band]  Boston...  was  the  only  major  act 
to  respond  affirmatively,”  said  Neil  Jacob¬ 
sen,  an  agent  with  Tea  Party  Concerts.  The 
benefit,  featuring  the  group  Boston  will  be 
for  the  AIDS  Action  Committee  and  will 
also  feature  the  local  band  Treat  Her  Right. 
Tickets  are  $22.50. 

According  to  the  Globe,  the  frustration 
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with  finding  acts  for  the  benefit  coincides 
with  an  article  in  the  current  issue  of  the 
rock  magazine  Spin.  The  article,  “Silence 
Equals  Death,”  chastises  the  rock  com¬ 
munity  for  its  lack  of  support  of  the  AIDS 
issue.  The  article  asserts  rock  performers 
avoid  the  issue  because  of  the  “fear  of 
disrupting  the  myth  of  the  classic  rock  ’n’ 
roll  lifestyle  revolving  around  sex  and  drugs. 
Record  companies,  managers  and  agents 
who  do  not  want  to  upset  the  money  ma¬ 
chine  and  change  their  artists’  images  have 
managed  to  undermine  every  single  attempt 
to  bring  together  rock  musicians  for  a  major 
fundraiser.” 

Rock  musicians  in  Britain,  including  Paul 
Weller,  Alison  Moyet  and  Tom  Robinson, 
have  performed  to  fight  AIDS.  Fear  of 
associating  with  AIDS,  sometimes  called 
“AFRAIDS,”  seems  to  be  a  U.S  rock 
phenomenon. 

□  Paul-David  Wadler 

New  Alliance  Party 
candidate  to  address 
conference 

WASHINGTON  —  New  Alliance  Party 
Chariperson  and  candidate  for  president 
Lenore  Fulani  will  be  one  of  the  featured 
speakers  at  an  Oct.  7  conference  in 
Washington  entitled  “The  AIDS  Virus 
Doesn’t  Discriminate,  But  Society  Does!” 
The  conference,  sponsored  by  The  Commit¬ 
tee  to  Pass  the  National  AIDS  Bill  of  Rights 
and  endorsed  by  The  New  Alliance  Party, 
will  also  include  the  following  speakers: 
Jessie  Fields,  national  co-chair  of  lesbian 
and  gay  organizing  with  NAP;  Susan 
Massad,  medical  director  of  New  Alliance 
Community  Services;  and  Harold  Moore, 
New  Alliance  Party  vice-presidential  can¬ 
didate.  Look  for  an  expose  about  Fulani’s 
campaign  and  the  New  Alliance  Party  in  an 
upcoming  issue  of  GCN. 

□  Jennie  McKnight 

Carolina  paper  sued 
for  placing  ad 

RALEIGH,  N.C.  —  The  corporation 
that  owns  The  Front  Page,  a  North  and 
South  Carolina  gay  and  lesbian  newspaper, 
is  being  sued  for  damages  by  a  man  who 
claims  he  was  libeled  and  slandered  when 
someone  placed  a  classified  ad  in  that 
paper’s  personal  section  without  his  con¬ 
sent. 

Publisher  Jim  Baxter  said  “A  substantial 
financial  judgment  against  the  paper  would 
force  me  to  declare  bankruptcy.”  Legal  ex¬ 
penses  to  fight  the  lawsuit  already  jeopar¬ 
dize  the  paper’s  existence,  The  Front  Page 
reports. 

The  plaintiff  called  the  paper  in  January 
and  explained  that  he  did  not  place  the  ad, 
which  was  removed  from  subsequent  issues. 
In  February,  Baxter  received  a  letter  from 
John  W.  Kittredge,  the  attorney  represen¬ 
ting  the  man  who  called  and  complained 
about  the  ad.  “The  advertisement  has  caus¬ 
ed  Mr.  [name  left  out]  and  his  wife  tremen¬ 
dous  embarrassment  and  anxiety.  [They] 
have  been  victimized  by  dozens  of  disgus¬ 
ting  telephone  calls  from  homosexuals,  as 
well  as  numerous  offensive  letters,”  the  let¬ 
ter  read. 

John  Boddie,  attorney  for  The  Front 
Page,  wrote  to  Kittredge  on  Feb.  23,  saying, 
“While  we  understand  your  client’s  con¬ 
cern,  it  is  my  opinion  that  if  your  client  has  a 
claim,  it  is  against  the  person  who  forged  his 
signature  on  the  release  sent  to  my  client’s 
newspaper.” 

The  ad  read  “GWM,  28,  weightlifter, 
very  clean,  wishes  to  share  letters  and  time 
with  a  GWM  18-50.  I  am  considered  to  be 
very  cute  by  most  GM’s.  I  am  simply  tired  of 
the  cruising  scene.”  Baxter  said,  “In  nine 
years  of  publishing  The  Front  Page,  there 
seems  to  be  a  general  trend  in  that  a  personal 
advertisement  will  receive  a  response  in 
kind.  Polite  ads  beget  polite  responses.  It  is 
unclear  whether  the  letters  and  phone  calls 
received  by  this  man  were  sexually  explicit  or 
vulgar,  or  whether  he  and  his  wife  consider 
any  sort  of  contact  with  a  homosexual  ‘dis¬ 
gusting’  by  definition.” 

□  Don  Verfaille 
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Boston  queers  show 
electoral  clout  in  state 
primaries 

Some  gay-backed  candidates  triumph,  but  Bulger  retains 
homophobic  hold  on  Senate 


No  sparks  fly  at  Boston 
AIDS  activism  forum 

Despite  rumored  tensions,  reps  from  ACT  UP  /Boston, 
MASS  ACT  OUT,  PWA  Coalition  and  the  AIDS  Action 
Committee  exchange  strategies  and  express  enthusiasm  for 
October's  actions  in  D.C. 


By  Elizabeth  Pincus 

BOSTON  —  The  strength  of  the  lesbian 
and  gay  vote  was  clearly  evidenced  in  the 
Sept.  15  state  primary  elections,  according 
to  spokespersons  from  local  lesbian/gay 
political  groups.  Despite  record  low  voter 
turnout  across  Massachusetts,  several  pro¬ 
gay  candidates  swept  to  victory  with  the  help 
of  well-organized  lesbian/gay  constituen¬ 
cies.  However,  in  the  race  most  closely  watch¬ 
ed  by  queer  politicos,  incumbent  Senator 
William  Bulger  soundly  defeated  pro¬ 
gressive  challenger  Stephen  Holt  to  retain 
his  seat  —  and  his  homophobic  reputation 
—  in  the  First  Suffolk  district. 

“Nonetheless,  I  think  Holt’s  campaign 
has  had  an  effect  on  Bulger,”  said  David 
Candeias  of  MASS  ACT  OUT.  “Holt’s 
candidacy,  which  was  heavily  gay  sup¬ 
ported,  was  perceived  as  a  real  threat.  It  was 
a  very  energized  campaign.” 

Indeed,  first-time  office  seeker  Holt 
garnered  4,311  votes,  nearly  34  percent  of 
those  cast  in  a  district  that  includes  parts  of 
Dorchester,  the  South  End,  Back  Bay, 
Beacon  Hill  and  South  Boston.  Bulger’s 
winning  8,416  tally  was  mostly  comprised  of 
South  Boston  votes.  In  fact,  Holt  actually 
carried  32  of  the  60  precincts,  but  relatively 
large  voter  turnout  in  South  Boston  stymied 
Holt’s  attempt  to  knock-out  the  long- 
reigning  Senate  president.  According  to 
Candeias,  Holt’s  showing  indicates  Bulger  is 
not  a  widely  popular  senator. 

“It’s  clear  as  a  bell  that  Bulger  got  clob¬ 
bered,”  agreed  Don  Gorton  of  the  Greater 
Boston  Lesbian  and  Gay  Political  Alliance 
(GBL/GPA).  “He  just  managed  to  roll  up 
his  margins  in  South  Boston.  It  was  a  very 
skewed  election.  But  it  shows  there  is  really 


By  Elizabeth  Pincus 

BOSTON  —  A  new  AIDS  education  pro¬ 
gram  designed  to  assist  staff  and  clients  of 
substance  abuse  treatment  centers  has  been 
launched  this  month  in  the  Greater  Boston 
area.  The  program,  called  the  Mobile  AIDS 
Resource  Team  (MART),  was  organized  by 
Victory  House,  a  13-year-old  residential 
treatment  center  for  male  drug  users  and 
alcoholics.  MART,  which  received  a 
$200,000  start-up  grant  from  the  Mass. 
Department  of  Public  Health,  is  working  in 
cooperation  with  Boston’s  AIDS  Action 
Committee  (AAC)  and  public  health  nurses 
from  the  Community  Infectious  Disease 
Epidemiology  Program  (CIPED). 

Based  out  of  Victory  House’s  South  End 
location,  a  MART  team  of  substance  abuse 
and  AIDS  health  care  professionals  travels 
in  a  van  to  do  outreach  to  alcohol/drug 
rehabilitation  centers  and  halfway  houses. 
The  team  provides  education  and  support 
services  for  people  dealing  with  AIDS,  ARC 
and  HIV-infection  in  the  context  of 
recovery  from  substance  abuse.  (HIV  is  a 
virus  thought  by  many  to  be  a  cause  of 
AIDS.)  People  in  groups  disproportionately 
affected  by  HIV-infection  —  gay  and  bisex¬ 
ual  men,  IV  drug  users,  people  of  color,  and 
people  who  have  been  incarcerated  in  prison 
—  are  the  initial  focus  of  the  pilot  project. 
The  MART  staff  plans  to  first  concentrate 
its  efforts  working  with  45  agencies  in  the 
following  neighborhoods:  South  End,  Rox- 
bury,  Mattapan,  Dorchester,  East  Boston, 
Jamaica  Plain,  Brighton,  Cambridge  and 
Chelsea.  Although  Victory  House  is  a  men’s 
facility,  MART  also  provides  services  for 
women  and  children. 

According  to  a  program  description  pro¬ 
vided  by  Jonathan  Scott,  executive  director 
of  Victory  House,  the  mission  of  MART  is 


intense  opposition  to  Bulger’s  homophobia. 
The  gay  and  lesbian  community  gave  a  very 
clear  message  to  Bulger  —  watch  out!” 

Holt’s  campaign  was  largely  orchestrated 
and  supported  by  the  lesbian/gay  communi¬ 
ty,  perhaps  because  Bulger  is  seen  as  a  major 
foe  in  the  Senate  and  a  clear  obstacle  to  the 
passage  of  the  lesbian/gay  civil  rights  bill. 
Gorton  reported  that  about  three-quarters 
of  the  people  attending  a  Holt  campaign 
party  last  week  were  lesbians  and  gay  men. 
However,  some  within  the  ranks  of  sup¬ 
porters  have  become  disgruntled  over  the 
heterosexual  Holt’s  apparent  reluctance  to 
fully  embrace  the  lesbian/gay  constituency. 
For  example,  twice  in  recent  months  Holt 
neglected  to  list  endorsements  from 
GBL/GPA  and  the  Massachusetts  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Political  Caucus  (MGLPC)  on 
brochures  distributed  in  certain  Boston 
neighborhoods.  Some  have  also  become 
angered  by  Holt’s  mention  of  lesbian  and 
gay  concerns  only  in  the  context  of  a  long 
“laundry  list”  of  progressive  issues. 

“I  don’t  want  to  be  too  hard  on 
Stephen,”  Gorton  said,  “but  our  support  is 
powerful  and  I  don’t  know  if  he  fully  ap¬ 
preciates  that.  It’s  a  matter  of  concern.  He 
can’t  take  lesbian  and  gay  support  for 
granted  in  1990.” 

Gorton  said  GBL/GPA  has  yet  to  decide 
whether  to  endorse  Holt  again  or  pick 
another  pro-gay  candidate  to  back  in  future 
challenges  to  Bulger. 

In  another  heated  Senate  race,  incumbent 
Michael  LoPresti  handily  fended  off 
challenger  Robert  Travaglini  to  win  reelec¬ 
tion  in  the  Suffolk  and  Middlesex  District. 

Continued  on  page  12 


to  “meet  the  overwhelming  emotional, 
physical  and  spiritual  needs  of  staff  and 
their  clients  with  HIV-infection.”  MART 
strives  to  “assure  the  quality  of  living  for 
clients  with  HIV-related  illness  in  treatment 
programs,  and  assist  them  in  maintaining 
[their]  optimum  level  of  health  and  func- 

“MART  is  sensitive  to  the 
fears  of  the  homeless,  the 
pain  and  struggle  of 
recovery,  and  the  special 
emotional  and  healthcare 
needs  of  men  and  women 
with  AIDS.  ” 

tioning  by:  reducing  risks  and  lowering  anx¬ 
iety;  improving  emotional  outlook;  and 
determining  new  ways  to  evaluate  health 
and  healing  options.” 

Scott,  who  coordinates  the  MART  pilot 
team  of  four  employees,  said  he  hopes  the 
innovative  program  will  set  a  precedent  for 
other  AIDS  education  efforts  around  the 
country.  He  also  sees  MART  as  an  impor¬ 
tant  bridge  between  alcohol/drug  centers 
and  the  AIDS  service  community.  “We 
need  to  develop  trust  and  support  among 
substance  abuse  agencies  [and  AIDS  service 
organizations],”  he  explained.  “It’s  crucial 
that  providers  realize  we  want  to  offer  back¬ 
up  services  for  the  staff,  not  expect  them  to 
become  [AIDS]  hospice  programs.  Victory 
House  can  lend  legitimacy  to  the  fight 
against  AIDS  since  we  have  already  worked 
cooperatively  within  the  local 
alcoholism/drug  and  AIDS  service  net- 

Continued  on  page  1 1 


By  Elizabeth  Pincus 

BOSTON  —  Local  activists  met  to  discuss 
grassroots  AIDS  activism  at  a  Sept.  15  com¬ 
munity  forum,  less  than  a  month  before  the 
series  of  nationally-coordinated  AIDS  and 
lesbian/gay  liberation  actions  slated  for  ear¬ 
ly  October  in  Washington,  D.C.  Convened 
by  MASS  ACT  OUT,  the  forum  was  not  in¬ 
tended  to  represent  all  AIDS  organizing  in 
Boston,  but  to  open  up  discussion  among 
several  groups  with  differing  strategies  — 
MASS  ACT  OUT,  ACT  UP/Boston,  the 
AIDS  Action  Committee  (AAC)  and  the 
Boston  PWA  Coalition.  About  50  people 
crowded  the  Piemonte  Room  at  City  Hall  to 
hear  a  panel  discussion  and  participate  in 
the  meeting,  which  was  also  intended  to 
mobilize  enthusiasm  for  the  Washington  ac¬ 
tions. 

According  to  a  number  of  lesbians  and 
gay  men  who  attended  the  forum,  the 
discussion  was  kept  so  tame  that  conflicts 
festering  among  the  organizations  were 
never  aired.  During  a  question  and  com¬ 
ment  period  following  the  panel  discussion, 
a  woman  in  the  audience  said,  “The  meeting 
has  stayed  so  calm  it’s  actually  bothered  me. 
We’re  so  different,  and  we  need  to  discuss 
how  we  are  going  to  work  together.  I  didn’t 
hear  that  at  this  forum.” 

Though  moderators  responded  that  the 
panel  discussion  outlined  each  group’s  goals 
in  fighting  the  AIDS  epidemic,  which 
should  help  strengthen  communication  and 
effectiveness,  some  attendees  at  the  forum 
remained  disgruntled.  ACT  UP/Boston 
member  Jim  Sullivan  said,  “ACT  OUT, 
ACT  UP  and  AAC  bragged  about  who  they 
were,  but  there  were  no  real  differences 
discussed.  We  weren’t  allowed  to  be  con¬ 
troversial.  There  were  some  confessionals, 
but  that’s  not  AIDS  activism.” 

Jade  McGleughlin  of  MASS  ACT  OUT 
also  said  she  was  disappointed  in  the  discus¬ 
sion,  charging  that  political  differences  got 
trivialized.  “I  would  have  liked  to  have  seen 
us  have  more  of  a  dialogue,”  she  said. 
“There  are  serious  issues  involved  concern¬ 
ing  approaches  to  AIDS  activism  —  and 
gender  and  other  concerns  —  but  only  a  very 
small  part  of  it  was  discussed.  I  feel 
discouraged  about  what’s  happening  in 
Boston.” 

Other  people  at  the  forum  said  they  found 
it  productive.  “The  tone  was  muted,  but  the 
discussion  showed  we  can  all  work 
together,”  said  David  Candeias  of  MASS 
ACT  OUT.  “It  laid  some  groundwork  for 
the  groups  to  get  together.  It  may  not  have 
been  as  exciting  as  some  people  would  have 
liked,  but  it  could  have  been  a  fracas.” 

Some  activists  contacted  by  GCN  were 
reluctant  to  go  on  the  record  with  specifics 
about  the  political  conflicts  between  AIDS 
activists  in  Boston,  though  several  people 
mentioned  that  discontent  has  brewed  bet¬ 
ween  MASS  ACT  OUT  and  ACT 
UP/Boston  since  the  groups  formed  last 
fall.  From  the  beginning,  ACT  UP/Boston 
has  channeled  its  energy  into  AIDS  treat¬ 
ment  issues  while  ACT  OUT  developed  an 
agenda  that  includes  fighting  racism,  sex¬ 
ism,  heterosexism  and  class  oppression  in 
addition  to  AIDS  activism.  Another  dif¬ 
ference  arose  concerning  the  political  events 
in  D.C.  —  MASS  ACT  OUT  endorsed  the 
actions  and  began  organizing  local  par¬ 
ticipation,  whereas  ACT  UP/Boston  chose 
to  keep  focusing  on  activism  in  Boston. 
However,  these  political  differences  were 
not  overtly  tackled  at  the  Sept.  15  meeting, 
and  representatives  of  both  groups  spoke  of 
supporting  each  other’s  work. 

“The  basic  gripe  [between  ACT  OUT  and 
ACT  UP]  is  one  of  analysis  and  agenda,” 
said  MASS  ACT  OUT’s  Nancy  De  Luca. 
“And  AAC  is  not  seen  as  an  activist  group. 
But  the  forum  didn’t  address  this  — 
everybody  played  nice.  In  certain  ways  it 
was  a  good  thing  anyway,  to  get  together 
and  deal  with  plans  to  go  to  D.C.” 

Countered  Sullivan,  “I  know  it’s  great  to 
go  to  Washington,  but  I’d  rather  see  more 
demonstrating  here  in  Boston.  Even  if  the 
FDA  [Food  and  Drug  Administration  —  a 
target  of  one  of  the  D.C.  protests]  releases 
more  drugs  to  be  tested,  no  doctors  or 


hospitals  in  Boston  want  to  use  them.  It’s 
easy  for  people  to  go  demonstrate  in 
Washington,  where  they  don’t  have  to  get 
their  hands  dirty.” 

The  panel  discussion 

The  panel  was  moderated  by  long-time 
local  activists  Cathy  Hoffman  and  Abe 
Rybeck,  and  consisted  of  panelists  Ann 
Holder  of  MASS  ACT  OUT,  Laurie  Novick 
of  AAC,  Steven  Busby  of  ACT  UP/Boston, 
and  Steven  Rose  of  the  Boston  PWA  Coali¬ 
tion.  Each  participant  described  the  mission 
of  their  organization,  as  well  as  obstacles 
toward  achieving  their  aims.  Their  dif¬ 
ferences  in  mission  revealed  varying  political 
philosophies. 

Holder  described  MASS  ACT  OUT  as  a 
lesbian  and  gay  group  with  a  mission  to  fight 
homophobia  and  understand  the  diversity 
of  the  community.  She  said  the  group’s  mis¬ 
sion  includes  fighting  AIDS  —  encouraging 
the  discovery  or  development  of  a  cure, 
stopping  the  spread  of  AIDS  worldwide, 
and  working  to  provide  treatment  for  peo- 


Steven  Busby 


pie  with  AIDS  (PWAs).  Holder  said  MASS 
ACT  OUT  believes  PWAs  should  not  be 
marginalized,  and  that  a  coalition  move¬ 
ment  should  work  to  challenge  the  moral 
status  quo. 

Novick  claimed  AAC  shared  a  “similar 
vision”  with  MASS  ACT  OUT,  though  she 
said  the  staff  had  very  diverse  political 
perspectives.  AAC’s  goals  include  improv¬ 
ing  the  quality  of  life  for  PWAs  and 
PWARCs,  and  stopping  the  spread  of  AIDS, 
according  to  Novick.  She  stated  that  AAC 
is  a  mainstream,  professional  organization 
of  multiple  constituencies,  focused  on 
mobilizing  resources  to  combat  the  AIDS 
epidemic.  While  claiming  that 
“homophobia  is  a  barrier  to  the  work  of 
AIDS  groups,”  Notfick  said  AAC  is  not  a 
gay  rights  organization. 

Busby  described  ACT  UP/Boston  as  a 
“remarkably  diverse  group  which  doesn’t 
agree  on  anything  except  that  AIDS  as  an 
agenda  must  be  addressed.”  He  said  the 
group’s  ultimate  goal  is  to  end  the  AIDS 
crisis,  with  a  primary  purpose  of  conducting 
research  and  providing  information.  Busby 
said  the  group’s  work  often  necessitates 
direct  action  protest.  He  also  mentioned 
that  ACT  UP  recognizes  problems  of  sex¬ 
ism,  racism  and  homophobia  in  the  context 
of  the  AIDS  epidemic. 

Rose  of  the  Boston  PWA  Coalition  closed 
the  panel  presentations  by  discussing  his  ex¬ 
periences  of  sadness,  anger  and  subsequent 
empowerment  following  his  AIDS 
diagnosis.  He  said  the  PWA  Coalition  is  a 
self-help/self-empowerment  group  concern¬ 
ed  with  “changing  forever  the  relationship 
between  the  health  care  system  and  people, 
between  doctors  and  people  who  are  sick  — 
whatever  that  may  mean.”  Rose,  who  called 
the  medical  research  structure  “almost 

Continued  on  page  1 1 


Unique  AIDS  support 
service  hits  the  road 

Mobile  AIDS  Resource  Team  (MART)  provides  AIDS 
education  and  staff  support  for  residential  substance 
abuse  programs  in  Greater  Boston 
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The  Power  of  Community 
Unity  in  DC 


Last  week,  the  National  Park  Service  said 
it  had  no  space  for  the  NAMES  Project 
AIDS  Memorial  Quilt  on  the  Ellipse  in 
Washington,  where  it  was  scheduled  for 
display  during  the  October  6-1 1  series  of  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  events  in  Washington,  D.C. 
The  Food  and  Drug  Administration  (FDA) 
still  has  no  place  for  people  with  AIDS, 
ARC  and  HIV  infection,  systematically 
delaying  the  release  of  information  and  pro¬ 
mising  treatments.  And  the  Department  of 
Health  and  Human  Services  makes  no  case 
for  comprehensive  and  compassionate 
responses  to  AIDS  by  neglecting  people  af¬ 
fected  by  the  epidemic  and  refusing  to  ad¬ 
vocate  the  establishment  of  a  national 
health  care  system. 

No  space,  no  place,  no  case. 

Last  year,  three-quarters  of  a  million  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men  made  room  for  ourselves 
in  Washington.  We  marched,  we  celebrated, 
we  cried,  we  recommitted  ourselves  to 
fighting  for  what  we  need  and  we  began  a 
new  phase  of  organizing. 

If  last  year’s  March  demonstrated 
strength  in  numbers,  this  year’s  events  show 
power  in  community  solidarity  and 
organization.  The  national  network  struggl¬ 
ing  against  AIDS  includes  people  with 
AIDS,  ARC  and  HIV  infection,  people  in 
groups  hit  hardest  by  the  epidemic  —  gay 
men,  people  of  color,  intravenous  drug 
users  and  people  in  more  than  one  of  these 
groups  —  and  people  in  supportive  groups 
at  varying  risk,  including  lesbians. 

It  is  clear  that  AIDS  activists  organizing 
the  events  in  Washington  do  not  agree  about 
the  best  strategies  to  employ  in  the  struggle 
against  AIDS.  For  example,  activists 
disagree  about  the  balance  between  national 
and  local  organizing  and  the  balance  be¬ 
tween  a  focus  on  treatment  and  care  for  peo¬ 
ple  with  AIDS,  ARC  and  HIV  infection  and 
a  focus  on  lesbian  and  gay  liberation.  But  all 
of  the  organizers  share  the  vision  of  a  world 
without  heterosexism  and  AIDS. 

How  to  achieve  that  vision  —  and  how  to 
live  with  AIDS  —  is  the  subject  of  a  pas¬ 
sionate  national  discussion  engaging  a  grow¬ 
ing  network  of  AIDS  activists,  including 
political  organizers  and  service  providers.  In 
the  discouraging  political  climate  of  the 
1980s,  our  continuing  enthusiasm  in  imagin¬ 
ing  and  working  for  a  more  just  world  is  in 
itself  an  achievement  of  which  we  can  be 
proud.  For  their  activism  and  their  con¬ 
tributions  to  this  discussion,  we  applaud 
locally-based  ACT  UPs  and  ACT  OUTs  and 
all  member  organizations  of  ACT  NOW,  as 
well  as  the  varied  community-based  groups 
struggling  against  AIDS. 

In  Washington,  we  not  only  have  a  chance 
to  continue  to  raise  our  voices  against 
government  indifference,  but  we  also  have  a 
chance  to  compare  and  link  strategies,  learn 
with  one  another  and  plan  for  the  future. 
GCN  looks  forward  to  serious  and  produc¬ 
tive  discussions  about:  how  service  pro¬ 
viders,  political  activists  and  those  who  con¬ 
sider  themselves  both  can  work  together  and 
move  forward  against  AIDS;  how  a  strategy 
focused  on  treatment  can  be  fit  into  a  more 
broad  strategy  focused  on  lesbian  and  gay 
liberation;  how  local  and  national  organiz¬ 
ing  can  build  on  one  another;  how  we  can 
more  comprehensively  include  an  analysis 
of  the  class,  race  and  sex  dimensions  of  the 
epidemic  in  organizing;  and  how  to  build 
coalitions  including  gay  men,  lesbians,  peo¬ 
ple  of  color,  intravenous  drug  users, 


prisoners,  people  with  disabilities,  people 
with  AIDS,  ARC  and  HIV  infection  and 
people  in  more  than  one  of  these  groups. 
Since  a  coalition  response  is  necessary  for 
effective  change,  we  must  ask  what  our 
movement  can  learn  from  already  existing 
coalitions  and  previous  ongoing  movements 
for  social  change. 

We  support  the  DC  actions.  For  those 
who  are  able,  we  encourage  participation  in 
the  Washington  events  —  in  particular,  see 
the  Quilt  (beginning  Oct.  9),  attend  the  ACT 
NOW  AIDS  teach-in  (Oct.  8)  conference  of 
AIDS  activists  (Oct.  9),  and  come  out  on 
National  Gay  Rights  Advocates-sponsored 
Coming  Out  Day  (Oct.  11).  We  also  en¬ 
courage  participation  in  the  civil  disobe¬ 
dience  action  at  the  FDA  (Oct.  1 1)  and  the 
demonstration  at  Health  and  Human  Ser¬ 
vices  (Oct.  10).  For  those  who  do  go  to 
Washington,  we  encourage  you  to  bring 
back  to  your  communities  information  and 
insights  gained  there. 

We  endorse  many  of  the  demands  that 
will  be  made  at  the  FDA,  including: 

•  government  provision  of  access  to 
treatments  as  a  human  right 

•  FDA  and  other  agency  release  of  all 
promising  AIDS  treatments 

•  FDA  provision  of  all  information  on 
drugs  and  treatments 

•  federal  agency  opening  of  all  treatment 
trials  to  all  people  affected  by  AIDS,  in¬ 
cluding  gay  men  and  lesbians,  people  of  col¬ 
or,  prisoners,  heterosexual  men  and  women, 
women  of  child-bearing  age,  intravenous 
drug  users  and  children 

•  government  agency  recognition  that 
people  affected  by  AIDS  must  have  control 
in  all  decisions  concerning  their  care  and 
treatment. 

We  also  endorse  many  of  the  demands 
that  will  be  made  at  Health  and  Human  Ser¬ 
vices,  including: 

•  federal  government  recognition  of 
universal  access  to  health  care  as  a  human 
right 

•  Center  for  Disease  Control  elimination 
of  arbitrary  and  life-threatening  distinctions 
between  AIDS,  ARC  and  HIV  infections 

•  agency  inclusion  of  representatives 
from  affected  communities  at  all  levels  of 
decision-making  for  HIV-related  research, 
treatment,  education  and  funding 

•  federal  action  to  end  all  discriminatory 
practices  and  policies  against  people  with 
AIDS  and  ARC,  HIV-infected  people,  and 
their  partners  and  children 

•  government  funding  for  comprehen¬ 
sive,  culturally-sensitive  education  pro¬ 
grams  about  AIDS  that  are  sexually  explicit 
and  positive  about  gay  and  lesbian  sexuality. 

Four  thousand  telephone  calls  to  the  Na¬ 
tional  Park  Service  headquarters  last  week 
moved  the  Washington  bureaucrats  over. 
Negotiations  made  room  for  the  NAMES 
Project  Quilt  and  the  lesbians  and  gay  men 
who  will  travel  to  see  its  beautiful  panels 
created  in  memory  of  those  who  have  died. 
GCN  hopes  that  our  actions  in  Washington 
will  elicit  equally  responsive  changes  on  the 
parts  of  the  FDA  and  the  Department  of 
Health  and  Human  Services. 

GCN  editorials  reflect  the  consensus  of 
the  full-time  staff  collective. 
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Thank  you 
New  England 
War  Tax  Resistance 

GCN  gratefully  acknowledges  our  recent  grant 
from  New  England  War  Tax  Resistance  (NE/WTR). 
NE/WTR  is  an  "eclectic  group"  that  refuses  to  pay 
telephone  tax  and  all  or  part  of  their  income  tax  to 


the  U.S.  government.  Among  the  reasons  for  this 
form  of  civil  disobedience  are  opposition  to  govern¬ 
ment  militarism  and  interventionism,  pacifism, 
religious  traditions,  anarchism  and  feminism.  In¬ 
terest  from  money  withheld  from  the  government  is 
distributed  to  peace  and  community  groups. 
GCN's  grant  from  NE/WTR  will  be  used  to  in¬ 
crease  our  subscription  base. 

For  information  about  NE/WTR’s  grants  and  tax 
dinincs,  contact  them  at  Box  174,  MIT  Branch 
P.O.,  Cambridge,  MA  02139  or  telephone  (617) 
731-6139. 


Gay  Community  News  is  produced  by  a  collective  dedicated  to  providing  coverage  of  events  and  news  in  the  interest  of 
gay  and  lesbian  liberation.  The  collective  consists  of  a  paid  staff  of  eleven,  a  general  membership  of  volunteers,  and  a  board 
of  directors  elected  by  the  membership. 

Opinions  reflected  in  "editorials"  represent  the  views  of  the  paid  staff  collective.  Signed  letters  and  columns  represent  the 
views  and  opinions  of  the  authors  only.  We  encourage  all  readers  to  send  us  comments,  criticism,  and  information,  and  to 
volunteer  and  become  members 
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SUSTAIN  GCN! 

Join  the  growing  number  of  GCN 
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$10  —  $500  per  month  to  support 
the  paper  —  and  get  a  free  sub,  our 
in-house  newsletter,  &  an  invite  to 
our  yearly  sustainer  party.  GCN  is 
published  by  a  non-profit,  tax- 
exempt  educational  foundation. 


“GCN  consistently  covers  the  intersection 
of  sex  &  politics  which  is  often  the  location 
of  our  troubles  &  our  joys  —  both  in¬ 
dividually  &  collectively.  GCN  is  simply  the 
most  interesting  publication  for  lesbians  & 
gay  men  in  this  country.’’  —  Sue  Hyde 
Sodomy  Law  Repeal  Project 
National  Gay  &  Lesbian  Task  Force 
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SPEAKING  OUT 


Anger  fuels  our  resistance 


Angry  Initiatives/Defiant 
Strategies 

Monday,  September  26,  7:30pm.  J.P.  Firehouse, 
659  Centre  St.,  Jamaica  Plain. 

Produced  by  John  Greyson,  this  moving  and 
hilarious  hour-long  video  features  clips  from  AIDS- 
related  videos.  Presented  by  GCN  and  Deep  Dish 
T.V.  $2.  Info:  426-4469. 


GCN  welcomes  all  letters  to  the  editor  ex¬ 
cept  personal  attacks.  Carbon  copies  of  let¬ 
ters  sent  elsewhere  are  printed  on  a  space- 
available  basis.  The  opinions  expressed  here 
are  those  of  the  author  and  are  not  intended 
to  represent  the  views  of  the  GCN  member¬ 
ship.  Letters  must  be  TYPED,  DOUBLE¬ 
SPACED  AND  NO  LONGER  THAN  THREE 
PAGES.  Send  to:  Community  Voices,  GCN, 
62  Berkeley  Street,  Boston,  MA  02116. 

Mass,  prisons  violate  health 
regs  &  all  sense  of  decency 

[GCN  received  a  copy  of  this  letter  sent  to 
the  Commissioner  of  the  Mass.  Department 
of  Corrections] 

Dear  Commissioner  Michael  Fair: 

I  am  writing  in  regards  to  Mr.  Elmo 
Johnson  and  several  other  prisoners  on  8N 
Ward  of  the  Shattuck  Hospital.  These 
prisoners  report  that  the  physical  conditions 
on  8N  are  deplorable,  especially  during  hot 
weather.  There  are  no  fans  and  very  little 
ventilation  even  though  the  temperature 
reaches  over  90  degrees  inside.  They  also 
state  that  cockroaches  run  rampant. 

Considering  that  most  of  these  men  are 
confined  to  their  rooms,  or  the  ward,  for  24 
hours  a  day,  and  considering  that  they  suf¬ 
fer  from  suppressed  immune  systems,  a 
clean,  healthy  environment  becomes  all  the 
more  imperative.  Surely,  the  Department  of 
Public  Health  would  not  tolerate  such  con¬ 
ditions,  were  they  to  inspect  the  premises. 
Nor  would  the  Department  of  Corrections 
(DOC)  want  to  incur  liability  if  these  pa¬ 
tients  became  sicker  due  to  exposure  to 
diseases  inside  the  facility  because  of  being 
warehoused  at  the  Shattuck  long  after  they 
are  medically  released  by  the  doctors. 

Secondly,  since  prisoners  are  being 
warehoused  there  instead  of  returning  to 
penal  facilities  due  to  their  “health  status,” 
the  DOC  is  in  violation  of  state  regulations, 
court  decisions  and  the  Due  Process  Clause. 
Prisoners,  some  of  whom  have  been  there  as 
long  as  two  years,  are  denied  access  to  the 
courts  by  the  lack  of  a  law  library,  lack  of 
any  legal  assistance  and  lack  of  any  DOC 
caseworkers  in  the  facility. 

Similarly,  the  DOC  is  in  violation  of  the 
Blaney  decision,  which  mandates  access  to 
educational,  vocational  and  work  programs 
so  that  a  prisoner  has  the  opportunity  to 
earn  good  time  credits.  Without  such  pro¬ 
gram  access,  these  prisoners  may  well  end 
up  serving  longer  sentences,  since  there  will 
be  no  good  time  deductions.  They  are  also 
likely  to  suffer  mental  and  physical 
deterioration,  due  to  having  no  chance  to 
engage  in  meaningful  activity,  which  is  all 
the  more  necessary  for  a  terminally  ill 
prisoner. 

At  the  Shattuck,  there  have  been  many 
reports  of  gross  procedural  violations  of 
disciplinary  and  classification  regulations. 
Situations  have  occurred  in  which  a  prisoner 
receives  a  disciplinary  ticket  and  is  housed  in 
a  storage  closet  for  as  long  as  30  days  before 
a  disciplinary  board  holds  a  hearing.  These 
hearings  do  not  allow  for  access  to  legal 
representation,  access  to  witnesses  or  con¬ 
formity  to  the  time  requirements  in  depart¬ 
ment  regulations.  To  hand  out  punishment 
before  a  disciplinary  board  convenes,  and  to 
lock  terminally  ill  patients  in  a  storage 
closet,  violates  state  regulations  and  all 
sense  of  human  decency. 

There  have  also  been  many  reports  of 
violations  of  classification  and  board  pro¬ 
cedures.  Prisoners  are  held  at  maximum 
security  regardless  of  their  previous  security 
status  and  are  warehoused  at  the  Shattuck 
long  past  their  medical  release  date. 

Underlying  these  problems,  the  DOC 
seems  to  have  assumed  that  the  8N  ward  is 
not  subject  to  state  regulations.  Such  is 
clearly  not  the  case,  especially  where  so 
many  prisoners  are  forced  to  serve  out 
several  years  there  without  medical  justifica¬ 
tion.  The  DOC  is  in  violation  of  state  law  in 
exempting  8N  ward  from  the  regulations  as 


it  is,  in  fact,  a  DOC  facility. 

Your  attention  to  these  matters  would  be 
greatly  appreciated,  in  light  of  the  critical 
situation  on  the  8N  ward.  A  response  would 
be  appreciated. 

Sincerely, 
Deborah  Shields,  Esq. 
_  Mass.  Correctional  Legal  Services 

Boston,  MA 

All  can  benefit  from  the  voices 
of  the  Quilt 

Dear  GCN: 

I  am  writing  to  respond  to  Jennifer  San- 
tini’s  comment  in  the  Sept.  4-10  issue  of 
GCN.  She  writes  that  she  has  a  “hard  time 
mourning  men  whose  own  sexual  and  life¬ 
style  excesses  brought  them  to  where  they 
are  now”  —  fighting  for  their  lives.  She  sees 
the  NAMES  Project,  a  memorial  to  all  men 
and  women  and  children  with  HIV,  as  a 
“silly”  product  of  the  “shallow”  gay  male 
community. 

Santini  engages  in  an  argument  that  I’m 
sure  she  would  condemn  if  used  against  the 
battered  women  she  defends:  blaming  the 
victim.  It  is  not  sexual  excess  that  has  yank¬ 
ed  the  gay  community  into  the  AIDS  epi¬ 
demic.  It  is  an  infectious  agent,  a  virus, 
perhaps.  Gay  men  with  AIDS  are  no  more 
to  blame  for  being  infected  with  HIV  than 
battered  women  are  for  staying  in  abusive 
relationships. 

As  a  lesbian,  a  feminist  and  a  counselor  of 
many  gay  men,  lesbians,  bisexual  and 
straight  women  and  men,  IV  drug  users,  and 
others  of  various  races,  ages  and  political 
ideologies,  I  remain  convinced  that  the  Quilt 
is  a  moving  expression  of  the  realities  of  our 
lives  as  diverse,  yet  inherently  connected. 
One  thing  generally  held  in  common  by 
those  who  would  blame  victims  or  survivors 
is  a  reluctance  or  a  refusal  to  shut  up  and 
listen.  We  can  all  benefit  from  listening  a  lit¬ 
tle  more  to  the  voices  of  the  Quilt,  for  they 
are  the  voices  of  our  own  communities, 
friends,  lovers,  family,  ourselves.  And  they 
are  neither  shallow  nor  silly,  Ms.  Santini. 
_  Jennifer  L.  Walters 

Brighton,  Mass. 

Quilt  eases  the  pain 

Dear  GCN: 

I  need  to  take  issue  with  two  points  raised 
in  Jennifer  Santini’s  “Shallowness  and 
Silliness”  (GCN,  Sept.  4-10).  First,  by  say¬ 
ing  that  the  NAMES  Project  mourns  “men 
whose  own  sexual  and  lifestyle  excesses 
brought  them  to  where  they  are  now,”  she 
ignores  the  fact  that  it  is  not  sexual  activity 
nor  lifestyle  that  causes  AIDS.  AIDS  can 
only  develop  after  an  individual  is  exposed 
to  body  fluids  that  have  been  previously  in¬ 
fected  with  HIV.  Although  the  scientific 
literature  records  the  case  of  an  alcoholic 
gay  man  who  attempted  to  commit  suicide 
by  contracting  AIDS,  this  case  is  not 
representative  of  most  PWAs  [People  with 
AIDS].  To  argue  that  gay  men  with  AIDS 
should  not  be  given  support  because  of  their 
sexual  or  lifestyle  choices  would  be  similar 
to  arguing  that  no  support  should  be  given 
to  women  who  are  victims  of  domestic  vio¬ 
lence  or  rape  because  they  choose  to  be  in  a 
violent  situation. 

The  second  issue  that  Ms.  Santini  raises  is 
the  shallowness  of  the  sentiment.  I  do  not 
know  why  the  family  and  friends  of  one  man 
put  “Honey  Wasn’t  It  Fabulous”  on  his 
quilt  square.  But  I  have  no  doubt  that  the 
quilt  holds  significant  meaning  for  them; 
that  it  helped  ease  the  pain  they  experienced 
as  a  result  of  his  death.  When  I  saw  the  quilt 
in  Detroit  there  were  many  squares  which  I 
did  not  understand.  But  that  does  not  make 
those  sentiments  “shallow  and  silly.”  And 
when  I  fly  to  Washington,  D.C.  on  October 
9  in  order  to  see  the  Quilt  and  offer  my 
prayers  as  a  living  memorial  to  my  friends 
who  have  died,  my  gesture  is  no  less  shallow 
and  silly  than  those  who  remember  the  dead 
at  the  Vietnam  Veteran’s  Memorial,  various 
Holocaust  memorials,  or  at  numerous  ceme- 
taries  throughout  the  country. 

Sincerely, 

_  Steven  L.  Berg 

Lansing,  Mich. 


By  Camomile  of  Prairie  Fire  Organizing 
Committee 

John  D’Emilio  is  one  of  our  most  impor¬ 
tant  theoretical  writers.  He  has  made  impor¬ 
tant  contributions  to  our  understanding  of 
gay  identity  in  the  U.S.  in  the  1980s.  All  the 
more  disturbing  that  he  should  publish  a 
piece  like  “You  can’t  build  a  movement  on 
anger”  (GCN,  June  19-25,  1988). 

D’Emilio  says  that  if  we  build  a  move¬ 
ment  based  on  our  anger  we  will  doom 
ourselves  to  failure.  I  couldn’t  disagree 
more.  Our  outrage  is  one  of  our  most 
valuable  resources.  This  is  not  to  say  that 
anger  is  sufficient;  nor  that  it  can  be  a 
substitute  for  political  analysis  and  strategy. 
But,  contrary  to  what  D’Emilio  suggests,  it 
is  often  in  those  moments  when  we  are 
thoroughly  disgusted,  fed  up  and  pissed  off 
that  we  see  our  oppressor,  our  enemy,  most 
clearly. 

“Enemy”  is  a  harsh  word  to  use,  but  it’s 
an  important  concept  to  examine,  because 
acknowledging  that  we  have  an  enemy  af¬ 
fects  our  strategy.  We  often  prefer  to  think 
that  we  don’t  have  an  enemy,  that  we  can 
have  a  dialog  with  the  institutions  that  op¬ 
press  us.  Institutions,  after  all,  are  made  up 
of  individuals,  and  individuals’  minds  can 
be  changed.  But  enemies  are  not  reasonable. 
They  don’t  care  what  we  think.  They  don’t 
care  about  us,  period.  They  only  care  about 
controlling  us.  You  don’t  reason  with 
enemies,  you  defeat  them. 

Take  the  example  of  the  AIDS  epidemic. 
The  government  has  made  it  clear  by  their 
response  —  or  lack  of  it  —  that  they  don’t 
care  if  we  die.  If  mere  reason  were  sufficient 
to  bring  about  a  change,  the  arguments  of 
the  gay  community  and  other  communities 
affected  by  AIDS  would  long  ago  have  per¬ 
suaded  the  individuals  with  the  power  to 
bring  about  change.  Safe  sex  education 
would  be  in  every  classroom  and  workplace. 
Experimental  treatments  would  be  made 
available  free  to  anyone  who  wanted  to  try 
them.  Mandatory  testing  and  quarantine 
would  be  rejected  as  the  reactionary, 
counterproductive  schemes  that  they  are. 
There  would  be  a  real  war  on  drugs  designed 
to  stop  pushers,  not  a  propaganda  war  that 
criminalizes  users.  For  the  most  part,  the 
only  changes  have  been  the  ones  implemen¬ 
ted  at  the  grassroots  by  people  in  affected 
communities,  or  changes  that,  by  acting  up, 
we  have  forced  the  government  to  imple¬ 
ment.  Frank  Young  decided  to  let  people 
with  AIDS  import  non-FDA-approved 
treatments  because  it  was  more  politically 
expedient  to  throw  a  bone  than  to  face  a 
bunch  of  angry  people  getting  arrested  on 
his  doorstep. 

D’Emilio  doesn’t  argue  against  the  AIDS 
activist  movement  engaging  in  civil  disobe¬ 
dience.  In  fact,  he  probably  thinks  it’s  an  ef¬ 
fective  tactic.  But  conquering  AIDS  is  only 
one  of  the  tasks  at  hand.  What  we  need  to 
figure  out  is  how,  as  lesbians  and  gay  men, 
we  are  going  to  achieve  our  liberation.  And 
that  question  touches  on  a  deeper  issue  — 
the  issue  of  power.  We  cannot  achieve  our 
liberation  until  we  have  the  power  to  control 
the  conditions  under  which  we  live  —  the 
power  to  reshape  society  according  to  a  vi¬ 
sion  which  we  help  to  define,  not  one  defin¬ 
ed  by  our  enemy.  And  we  cannot  gain  that 
power  without  fighting  for  it. 

D’Emilio  is  not  really  arguing  aginst 
anger.  He’s  arguing  against  militance.  He’s 
arguing  that  neither  we,  nor  any  other  op¬ 
pressed  people,  should  fight  for  the  power 
to  control  our  lives.  He  makes  this  argument 
in  a  most  disturbing  way,  using  the  Black 
Liberation  Movement  of  the  ’60s  as  his  ex¬ 
ample.  He  asserts,  like  others  who  opposed 
militant  action  for  Black  Liberation,  that 
the  “sit-ins,  freedom  rides,  mass  marches, 
community  wide  mobilizations,  national 
boycotts,  court  litigation  and  legislative  lob¬ 
bying”  and  the  “careful,  thoughtful, 
reasoned  strategizing  [that]  lay  behind  it  all 
...  built  an  extraordinarily  broad-based 
movement.”  But,  he  claims,  “Black  ac¬ 
tivists  in  SNCC  [Student  Non-violent  Co¬ 
ordinating  Committee]  and  the  Black  Pan¬ 
ther  Party  found  themselves  cut  off  from 
the  rest  of  the  movement”  when  they  re¬ 
sponded  to  the  violence  of  the  state  and  the 
Klan  by  mobilizing  “on  the  basis  of  rage.... 
Angry,  impassioned  calls  to  pick  up  the  gun 
in  self-defense  lost  for  the  cause  the  mantle 
of  moral  superiority  that  had  been  so  potent 
a  force  in  the  early  1960s.” 

For  an  historian  of  D’Emilio’s  stature, 
this  is  a  shamefully  simplistic  rewrite.  He 


implies  that  non-violent  tactics  are  more  cer¬ 
tain  to  win  support  than  militance.  But 
history  doesn’t  bear  this  out.  At  every  stage 
of  the  Black  Liberation  Movement,  actions 
that  challenged  the  limits  imposed  by  racist 
laws  and  social  conventions  were  denounced 
as  “too  militant.”  It  didn’t  matter  if  the  tac¬ 
tics  were  non-violent  or  not.  Those  who  par¬ 
ticipated  in  the  pacifist  Freedom  Rides  and 
lunch  counter  sit-ins  in  the  late  ’50s  and  ear¬ 
ly  ’60s  were  not  warmly  supported;  they 
were  red-baited,  beaten  and  criticized  for 
“going  too  far,  too  fast.”  They,  too,  were 
warned  that  they  would  isolate  themselves 
from  their  potential  base  of  support. 

D’Emilio  implies  that  political  strategies 
based  on  non-violent  principles  are  by 
definition  more  profound  than  those  that 
call  for  militance.  But  Malcolm  X,  who 
D’Emilio  did  not  even  mention,  was  a 
brilliant  strategist.  He  made  a  profound 
analysis  of  American  society,  arguing  that 
Black  people  in  the  U.S.  are  a  colonized  na¬ 
tion  and  that  no  reform,  only  liberation, 
could  alter  this  basic  relationship.  He  cau¬ 
tioned  his  people  that  restricting  their  strug¬ 
gle  to  civil  rights  would  only  guarantee  their 
continued  oppression  and  he  urged  them  to 
fight  for  human  rights  and  complete 
freedom.  D’Emilio  may  not  agree  with 
Malcolm’s  analysis,  but  he  would  have  to 
admit  that,  while  it  grew  out  of  Malcolm’s 
outrage  at  the  oppression  of  Black  people,  it 
was  certainly  “careful,  thoughtful  and 
reasoned.” 

D’Emilio  also  conveniently  ignores  the 
hundreds  of  Black  rebellions  —  in  which 
tens  of  thousands  participated  —  which 
rocked  nearly  every  Black  urban  center  in 
the  U.S.  during  the  late  ’60s.  As  for  the 
Black  Panther  Party,  its  call  for  Black  peo¬ 
ple  to  defend  themselves  against  their  op¬ 
pressors  didn’t  isolate  them.  Quite  the  con¬ 
trary:  the  Panthers  gave  a  political  view  to 
the  rage  smoldering  among  Black  people  — 
which  is  why  they  were  able  to  grow  into  a 
national  movement  with  millions  of 
supporters  in  the  space  of  just  a  few  short 
years. 

D’Emilio  also  addresses  the  impact  of 
what  he  calls  the  politics  of  anger  on  the 
women’s  movement  in  the  late  ’70s.  Here  he 
suggests  that  feminist’s  anger  about  sexual 
violence  —  rape,  battering,  abuse  and  incest 
—  affected  (read:  muddled)  “their  thinking 
about  issues  and  strategy,”  and  led  to  cam¬ 
paigns  against  pornography  which  fed  the 
Christian  New  Right.  If  women  want  men  to 
stop  beating  them,  they  are  going  to  have  to 
stop  them.  Some  men  will  listen  to  reason; 
others  will  change  only  when  confronted 
with  superior  force.  Why  does  D’Emilio  in¬ 
sist  that  any  time  oppressed  people  fight 
back  they  are  destroying  themselves,  rather 
than  building  their  strength?  Fighting  back 
is  liberating. 

D’Emilio  concludes  that  while  we  have  to 
feel  our  emotions,  including  our  rage,  we 
should  leave  these  feelings  behind  when 
building  our  movement.  Yet  anger  at  our 
oppression  played  a  part  in  moving  every 
one  of  us  to  become  part  of  the  lesbian  and 
gay  liberation  movement.  And  it  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  fuel  our  resistance.  No  one  is  argu¬ 
ing  that  anger  can  substitute  for  strategy. 
But  rather  than  trying  to  suppress  our  anger, 
we  should  be  figuring  out  how  to  focus  it, 
how  to  convert  it  into  energy  that  builds  our 
struggle.  Otherwise,  we  will  find  it  too  easy 
to  make  peace  with  a  system  that  is  in¬ 
capable  of  offering  us  anything  more  than 
tolerance. 

Camomile  is  a  gay  man  who  has  been  ac¬ 
tive  in  the  lesbian/gay  liberation  movement 
since  the  early  1970s  and  an  anti-imperialist 
for  even  longer.  He  is  a  co-parent  of  four 
children  and  one  of  the  coordinators  of  the 
Red  Dragons,  a  political  children ’s  group  in 
San  Francisco.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Editorial  Board  of  Breakthrough,  Prairie 
Fire ’s  political  journal. 

‘Speaking  Out”  is  part  of  our  continuing  ef¬ 
fort  to  provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion  for 
the  community.  We  encourage  you  to  send 
your  ideas,  feelings  and  comments  to  us,  and 
to  respond  to  ideas  expressed  in  this  space. 
The  opinions  expressed  are  those  of  the 
author  and  are  not  intended  to  represent  the 
views  of  the  GCN  membership.  Submissions 
must  be  TYPED,  DOUBLE-SPACED,  AND 
NO  LONGER  THAN  FIVE  PAGES.  Send  to: 
Speaking  Out,  GCN,  62  Berkeley  St, 
Boston,  MA  02116. 
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Gay  Games  III 

Dear  GCN: 

In  just  days,  many  of  us  will  be  wed  to  the 
Olympic  Games  at  Seoul,  Korea  —  the 
drama,  the  thrills,  the  rise  and  fall  of  heroes, 
and  dreams  of  “being  like  them.”  Earning  a 
trip  to  Seoul  has  meant  years  of  training, 
discipline,  commitment  for  the  athletes. 
They  represent  the  glory  and  camaraderie  of 
sports. 

While  Seoul  shines  with  brotherhood, 
another  sporting  event  based  on  world  com¬ 
munity  is  in  preparation.  This  other  event 
emphasizes  participation  (gay/straight, 
female/male,  young/old),  is  for  building 
the  spirit  of  community,  and,  as  founder 
Dr.  Tom  Waddell  wished,  is  for  showing  in¬ 
dividuals  the  “terrific  self-esteem  and  self- 
worth  they  should  have.”  CELEBRATION 
’90:  GAY  GAMES  III  and  CULTURAL 
FESTIVAL  is  still  two  years  away,  August 
4-11,  1990,  but  the  world  is  already  prepar¬ 
ing. 

In  Boston,  there  will  be  a  meeting  to 
organize  a  steering  committee,  Monday, 
October  17th,  7  pm  at  Club  Cabaret. 
Everyone  is  welcome  and  encouraged  to 
participate. 

Over  Columbus  Day  Weekend,  I  will  be 
travelling  to  Vancouver,  site  for  GG  III,  for 
“Two  for  the  Show,”  a  conference  of  inter¬ 
national  delegates  to  discuss  preparations 
for  Celebration  ’90.  Many  issues  will  be  ad¬ 
dressed.  To  best  represent  Boston  and  pre¬ 
sent  our  ideas,  I  invite  the  community  to 
share  their  concerns  and  questions  about 
GG  III  with  me,  or  contact  Vancouver  dir¬ 
ectly  (address  below.) 

At  the  1986  Gay  Games  in  San  Francisco, 
114  athletes  competed  as  the  Boston  team. 
Hopes  are  to  more  than  double  that  number 
for  the  trip  to  Vancouver  in  1990.  GG  III 
boasts  25  sports  —  no  cut-off  times  or  mini¬ 
mum  requirements.  The  sports  are: 

Basketball,  powerlifting,  volleyball,  rac- 
quetball,  swimming,  water  polo,  equestrian, 
golf,  billiards,  cycling,  tennis,  softball,  race 
walking,  martial  arts,  physique,  soccer, 
bowling,  squash,  diving,  badminton, 
touch/flag  football,  triathalon,  marathon, 
wrestling,  track  and  field. 

To  be  part  of  the  Boston  team,  com¬ 
petitor,  or  supporter,  send  your  address, 
phone  number,  questions  and  ideas  to: 
Boston  Sports  Committee,  c/o  Metropoli¬ 
tan  Health  Club,  P.O.  Box  329,  Boston, 
MA  02117  or  call  536-3006  between  9  am 
and  noon. 

You  can  dream  of  the  Olympians  in 
Seoul,  then  you  can  be  an  Olympian  in  Van¬ 
couver. 

Sincerely, 
Jeffry  F.  Pike 
Somerville,  Mass. 

P.S.  The  Celebration  ’90  organizers  need 
our  financial  assistance,  A  $  10  check  will  get 
you  a  year  of  the  Gay  Games  III  newsletter 
and  event  updates.  Send  contributions  to 
Metropolitan  Vancouver  Athletic  and  Arts 
Ass’n,  1170  Bute  Street,  Vancouver,  B.C. 
Canada  V6E  1Z6.  Let’s  show  our  support 
today!! 


More  on  “dementia” 

Dear  GCN : 

The  viewpoints  I  reported  in  the  news  arti¬ 
cle  I  wrote  about  the  National  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Health  Conference  workshop  entitled 
“AIDS  Dementia”  were,  as  stated  in  the 
text,  those  of  the  two  presenters  —  gay  clini¬ 
cians  working  in  an  inpatient  HIV/medical 
setting  [GCN  Aug.  21-Sept.  3). 

The  language  utilized  —  interchanging 
“dementia”  and  encephelopathy  —  was 
taken  directly  from  the  presentation.  I 


regret  that  it  was  offensive  to  Steven  Rose 
and  apologize  to  those  upset  by  it  [See  GCN, 
Sept.  18-24],  Also,  some  of  my  critical  anal¬ 
ysis  was  cut  fiom  the  end  of  the  article  due 
to  space  limitations  and  the  article  was  not 
intended  to  be  a  comprehensive  discussion 
of  the  subject,  so  I  certainly  take  some  of 
Rose’s  other  points. 

However  I  reject  the  notion  that  /  intend¬ 
ed  to  label  “all  HIV-infected  people  —  in¬ 
deed  our  entire  community  —  with  the  word 
‘dementia’.”  Furthermore,  I  reject  the  no¬ 
tion  (implied  in  Rose’s  letter)  that  gay  peo¬ 
ple  or  HIV-infected  people  are  automatical¬ 
ly  labelled  sick  by  all  mental  health  clini¬ 
cians,  especially  those  he  derisively  labels 
“AIDS  mental  health  professionals,”  as 
well  as  those  he  calls  “straight-oriented” 
and  thus  anti-gay.  This  slurring  of  service 
providers  by  activists  smacks  of  the  very 
generalizing  Rose  decries  in  his  letter. 

My  personal,  vocal  and  activist  commit¬ 
ment  to  the  AIDS,  HIV-infected,  at  risk  and 
gay/lesbian  communities,  as  well  as  to 
affirming  our  mental  health  —  is  a  matter  of 
record;  one  of  which  I  am  proud. 

As  I  have  found,  gay-affirming,  gay- 
sensitive  and  activist  contributions  to  GCN 
are  welcome  and  especially  sought.  Infor¬ 
mation  on  this  and  other  subjects  in¬ 
vestigated  by  ACT  UP  and  others  would  be 
particularly  helpful  printed  in  GCNTs  pages 
and  for  those  of  us  (mental  health  profes¬ 
sionals  or  not)  seeking  to  counter  the  ig¬ 
norance  and  misunderstanding  prevalent 
around  HIV  infection.  Diseases  are  often 
associated  with  the  gay /lesbian  community 
and  used  against  us  —  service  providers,  ac¬ 
tivists,  people  with  AIDS,  gay  and  lesbian 
recreational  intravenous  drug  users,  and 
people  with  HIV  infection  —  and  every 
possible  combination  of  the  above. 

Very  sincerely, 
Marea  Murray 
Brookline,  Mass. 

Informed  friends  needed 

Dear  GCN: 

I  was  placed  on  Protective  Custody  some 
time  ago  by  the  Prison  Administration  as 
“an  inmate  with  Mental  Problems  who  is  a 
threat  to  himself  and  others.”  (Being  Gay) 
However,  since  I’ve  been  on  “protective 
custody”  I’ve  been  stabbed  on  two  separate 
occasions.  Both  times  I  had  to  fight  down 
and  subdue  my  assailant  before  the  guards 
would  make  a  move  to  assist  me.  However, 
whenever  I’ve  hit  a  guard  in  the  past  the 
guards  swarm  on  me  like  ants  to  honey  and 
kick  my  ass. 

Anyway,  after  going  through  what  I’ve 
been  through,  I  have  no  doubt  that  this  ad¬ 
ministration  entertains  the  idea  of  seeing 
me,  an  open  faggot,  seriously  hurt  or  even 
dead  (of  a  heart  attack  or  AIDS  of  course), 
so  I  need  to  put  some  protection  on  myself 
by  letting  them  know  that  I  have  “informed 
friends”  on  the  outside. 

You  can  all  help  by  writing  to  Dr.  Steven 
Davies,  Director  of  Kansas  State  Peniten¬ 
tiary,  PO  Box  2,  Lansing,  KS  66043,  and  let¬ 
ting  him  know  that  I  have  friends  out  there 
who  are  interested  in  my  well  being  and  by 
asking  him  to  transfer  me  to  another  Kansas 
facility.  And  by  writing  to  me  (so  they’ll  see 
all  the  letters).  I’m  calling  on  all  my  brothers 
and  sisters  of  conscience  in  the  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  community  to  help  me  in  a  time  of  real 
need. 

In  the  struggle, 
Charlie  A.  Dill 
36117  KSP 
PO  Box  2 
Lansing,  KS  66043 


FALL  ’88 

READINGS 

New  Wqrps 

A  WOMEN'S  BOOKSTORE 


186  Hompshire  Street 
Inman  Square 
Cambridge  MA  02139 
(617)876  5310 


SARAH  HOLMES,  Oct.  2,  3-5 

For  everyone  who’s  been  looking  for  coming 
out  stories,  here’s  Testimonies.  Join  Sarah 
and  contributors  in  welcoming  this  longed-for 
anthology. 

LOUISE  RAFKIN,  Oct.  16,  3-5 

The  author  of  Different  Daughters  celebrates 
Unholy  Alliances:  New  Women’s  Fiction,  an 
intriguing  collection  of  short  fiction.  Louise 
will  be  joined  by  local  contributor  Patricia 
Roth  Schwartz. 

All  readings  are  free  &  open  to  all. 
Refreshments  served.  Please  come  &  bring  a 
friend. 


INSTANT  CONTACT  WITH  OTHER  CALLERS 


1-900-999-HUNK 

1-900-999-MANN 


Boston’s 

Freedom  Trail  Band 


r 


8:00pm,  Saturday,  October  15, 1988 

Jordan  Hall  at  New  England  Conservatory 

(comer  of  Huntington  Avt  and  Gaimborough  SL,  near  the  Symphony  0s  top) 

SPECIAL  GUESTS: 

THE  BOSTON  GAY  MEN’S  CHORUS 
and  THE  RHODE  ISLAND  FEMINIST  CHORUS 


f* 


Tickets:  $12  and  $8 

Tickets  available  at 
Jordan  Hall  Box  office, 
all  Ticketron  outlets,  and 
Glad  Day  Bookshop  at  673  Boylston  St 

Charge  tickets  by  calling 
Teletron  at  720-3434 


Sign  Language  interpreted 
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REVOLUTIONARY  ACTS! 


MUSICAL  AND  THEATRICAL  PRODUCTIONS 


in  a  live  album  recording  concert . . . 
add  your  voice  to  Lucie's  new  record! 


with  special  guest  Bobbie  Carmitchell 


Txvo  shoivs! 


Saturday,  October  1  st,  6:30  &  9:30  pm  Sanders  Theater 

TICKETS:  S14.00  in  advance,  $15.00  at  the  door  (general  admission) 

Tickets  at:  New  Words,  Sandy's  Music,  Out-of-Town,  Wood  &  Strings  (credit  cards  by 
phone:  641-2131),  Arborwav  Video  &  Sound,  Somerville  Theater,  ConccrtCharge  (497-1118), 
all  Tickctron  outlets.  By  mail:  Check,  money  order,  MC/V1SA,  or  Amcx  (with  self- 
addressed  stamped  envelope)  to  Revolutionary  Acts!  P.O.  Box  606,  Cambridge,  M  A  02238. 

For  further  information:  (617)  661-1252.  For  TDD  (deaf)  reservations  only:  (617)  492-0935. 


REVOLUTIONARY  ACTS!  is  a  woman-owned,  woman-operated  production  company 


Rcmancvksy  &  Phillips 

In  Concert! 

Saturday,  October  1st 
Tower  Auditorium,  Mass.  College  of  Art 


Tickets  on  sale  at  the  Glad 
Day  Bookshop  and  by 
telephone  at  266-5443. 
$8  in  advance,  $10  at  door. 

Information:  266-5443. 

"A  musical  reaffirmation 
of  lesbian  and  gay  pride." 

—  GCN 


Just  for  us ... 

The  first  woman  to  woman  connection! 
By  women.  For  women.  All  women. 


1-900-999-8700 

For  women  18  and  over  only. 

95  cents  the  first  minute,  45  cents  each  additional  minute. 


You  can  . . . 

•  Have  group 
conversations  with  up 
to  7  other  women. 

•  Talk  woman  to  woman, 
one  to  one. 

•  Leave  messages  on  our 
bulletin  board. 


Discuss . . . 

•  relationships 

•  friendships 

•  careers 

•  families 

•  anything 

. . .  with  other  women 


Beating  on  the  doors  of  the  Pentagon,  Women’s  Pentagon  Action,  Nov.,  1980. 


Chronicling  resistance 

Ellen  Shub’s  movement  photos 


Peace  and  Justice  Photos.  By  Ellen  Shub.  At  the 
Somerville  Public  Library,  Somerville,  Mass.  August 
8-29.  Closed. 


By  Stephanie  Poggi 

Movement  photographer  Ellen  Shub  is 
always  just  around  a  camera  —  at  the 
New  England  showing  of  the 
NAMES  Project  Memorial  AIDS  Quilt  just 
a  few  months  ago,  at  Big  Mountain  in 
Arizona  where  10,000  Dineh  Indians  face 
forced  relocation,  at  the  Women’s  Pen¬ 
tagon  Action  in  1980,  on  the  Boston  Com¬ 
mon  in  1981  as  students  protested  budget 
cuts.  In  this  role  as  one  of  the  chroniclers  of 
activism,  she  has  produced  a  remarkable 
series  of  black  and  white  prints,  recently  on 
display  at  the  Somerville  Public  Library. 

The  photos,  some  of  which  have  appeared 
in  Gay  Community  News  as  well  as  in  other 
te  gay,  feminist  and  left  papers, 


•v..s  make  passionate  tributes  to  a 
decade  of  people  fighting 
repression  of  all  kinds.  And  the  captions  — 
many  several  paragraphs  long  —  tell  a  lot  of 
our  stories,  giving  sharp  background  to  the 
faces  and  issues  represented. 

While  I  love  the  photos  that  are  included, 
I  do  wish  there  had  been  a  few  more  stories 
told.  Specifically,  I  would  have  liked  to  see 
more  of  the  portraits  identified  as  gay  or  les¬ 
bian  —  actually  there  are  no  designated  por¬ 
traits  of  lesbians,  although  the  shots  of 
Womens’  Pentagon  Action  demonstrations 
probably  feature  a  lot  of  us.  And  there’s  on¬ 
ly  one  explicitly  gay  male  photo,  although 
the  photos  of  the  NAMES  Project  most 
likely  include  gay  men  and  lesbians,  and 
definitely  have  “gay  content.”  I  also  would 
have  appreciated  at  least  one  photo  of  the 
1987  National  March  on  Washington  for 


John  Pascarelli,  a  gay  activist  since  the  Stonewall 
riot,  at  the  Boston  AIDS  Action  Committee 
Christmas  party,  Dec.,  1987.  This  photo  was 
taken  three  days  before  John’s  death. 


Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights.  Finally,  it  would 
have  been  a  real  boost  to  see  photos  of  peo¬ 
ple  with  AIDS  who  are  living  with  the  illness 
—  the  one  shot  we  get  of  a  PWA,  also  the 
only  explicitly  gay  male  shot,  is  of  John 
Pascarelli,  who  died  last  year. 

Still,  Shub’s  work  definitely  captures  a 
spirit  of  resistance  from  every  corner,  offer¬ 
ing  inspiration  to  carry  us  through  the  next 
years.  Watch  for  future  showings  of  this  ex¬ 
hibit,  as  Shub  is  currently  investigating  new 
sites.  □ 


Illinois 

Continued  from  page  I 

Center  and  will  include  signs  reading 
“Governor  for  Sale”  and  an  oversized  copy 
of  a  check  for  $115,098.76  from  the  ISMS 
PAC  to  Jim  Thompson  (the  amount  of 
ISMS  PAC  contributions  to  Thompson 
over  the  last  two  and  a  half  years).  Leaflets 
to  be  passed  out  will  address  several  other 
shortcomings  of  state  AIDS  policy,  in¬ 
cluding  the  lack  of  a  state-wide  AIDS  Coun¬ 
cil,  and  the  refusal  of  the  Department  of 
Public  Aid  to  pay  for  the  drug  AZT  for  peo¬ 
ple  with  AIDS  (PWAs),  and  the  recent 
failure  of  the  state  to  pass  a  law  providing 
medical  coverage  for  people  who  cannot  ob¬ 
tain  health  insurance  —  a  bill  strongly  sup¬ 
ported  by  AIDS  activists. 

In  the  evening,  the  rally  will  move  to  the 
governor’s  Chicago  residence,  near  the 
heavily  lesbian/gay  neighborhood  New 
Town.  A  rally  and  candlelight  procession 
from  New  Town  to  Thompson’s  house  will 
include  a  call  for  all  people  to  present  a 
“Contract  for  Services,”  drawn  up  by  IL- 
GTF,  to  their  personal  physician.  The  con¬ 
tract  states  that  the  physician  will  not  do  any 
testing  on  the  patient  without  written,  in¬ 
formed  consent.  The  contract  also  includes 
provisions  forbidding  the  doctor  from 


maintaining  the  contract  in  the  patient’s 
medical  file,  or  informing  third  parties  —  in¬ 
cluding  insurance  companies  —  of  the  ex¬ 
istence  of  the  contract.  ILGTF  has  threaten¬ 
ed  to  organize  pickets  at  the  offices  of  doc¬ 
tors  who  refuse  to  sign  the  contract.  C-FAR 
also  plans  to  greet  the  governor  with  an 
angry  demonstration  at  the  airport  upon  his 
return  from  China  Sept.  23.  In  addition,  the 
ICLU  is  considering  filing  suit  against  the 
state  to  overturn  the  legislation. 

Expressing  the  frustration  and  anger  of 
many  in  the  lesbian  and  gay  community  in 
Chicago,  local  activist  Terry  Cosgrove  said, 
“How  can  Jim  Thompson  be  so  arrogant 
that  he  can  step  on  people  this  way?  This  is 
the  absolute  worst  decision  the  governor  has 
made  in  his  12  years  in  office.  He’s  going  to 
pay  for  this  politically.  That’s  not  a  threat, 
it’s  a  promise.”  □  filed  from  Boston 

Announcement 

The  Unitarian  Universalist  Association  will  con¬ 
duct  a  memorial  service  for  Mark  Mosher  DeWolfe 
on  Oct.  2  at  six  p.m.  at  the  Arlington  Street 
Church.  DeWolfe  was  an  active  member  of  the  les¬ 
bian/gay  community  in  the  Toronto  area  and  a 
former  suffer  with  GCN.  (See  obituary,  GCN, 
Vol.  16,  No.  6).  For  more  information  about  the 
service,  call  the  Arlington  Street  Church  at  (617) 
536-7050. 
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Ellen  Shub  Ellen  Shub 


Across  The  Worlds  of 
Queerness  and 
Disability  —  An 
Introduction 


By  Carrie  Dearborn 

This  interview  with  Marsha  Saxton,  one  of  the  editors  of  With  Wings  —  an  an¬ 
thology  by  and  about  women  with  disabilities  —  had  to  be  the  most  ill-fated 
ever.  First  of  all,  I  hacfterrible  problems  getting  the  book  read  because  of  its 
physical  weight  and  small  type.  This  meant  that  I  ended  up  feeling  less  prepared 
than  1  would  have  liked.  Then,  in  order  to  get  to  the  Office  of  Handicapped  Af¬ 
fairs  in  Boston  to  do  the  actual  taping,  I  had  to  deal  with  the  limitations  of  the 
Ride,  a  para-transit  service  in  the  Boston-area,  or  van  service  for  people  who  use 
wheelchairs.  Finally,  when  we  got  around  all  that  —  wouldn’t  you  know  it?  —  the 
tape  recorder  decided  to  eat  the  tape.  (As  you  can  see,  we  did  manage  to  paste  it 
back  together  and  eventually  got  it  transcribed.) 

Now  to  the  interview  itself  —  it  talks  about  a  number  of  issues,  including  the  in¬ 
accessibility  of  books  to  many  disabled  people,  the  range  of  attitudes  women  have 
toward  their  disabilities,  and  possible  AIDS  activism  on  disability  issues. 

One  of  the  topics  not  addressed  in  specific  is  disabled  lesbians.  Considering  that 
this  year  marks  the  tenth  anniversary  of  both  my  official  coming  out  and  les- 
bian/gay  pride  parade,  the  fact  that  With  Wings  includes  a  number  of  pieces  by 
lesbian  authors,  and  the  fact  that  disabled  lesbians  have  particular  issues,  this 
omission  on  my  part  may  be  rather  startling.  I  think  it’s  due  to  the  fact  that  it’s 
very  hard  to  overlap  the  two  seemingly  separate  worlds  of  lesbian/gay  and 
disability.  Also,  because  Marsha  Saxton  is  not  a  lesbian,  what  we  had  in  common 
was  being  women  and  being  disabled.  (She  has  spina  bifida;  I  use  a  wheelchair.) 

But  after  the  interview  I  did  decide  I  wanted  to  include  some  talk  about  disabled 
lesbians,  so  Marsha  and  I  discussed  a  number  of  things.  We  noted  that  because  of 
the  stereotype  of  asexuality  for  disabled  people,  disabled  lesbians  are  regarded  by 
mainstream  society  as  particularly  strange.  Marsha  said  she  had  heard  comments 
aimed  at  disabled  lesbians  like,  “Well,  no  wonder  she’s  a  lesbian,  she’d  never  be 
able  to  get  a  man  the  way  she  is.”  Another  big  issue  for  many  disabled  lesbians  is 
the  difficulty  of  finding  sensitive,  non-homophobic  personal  care  attendants,  and 
I  think  it’s  gotten  worse  since  the  AIDS  crisis.  (Oddly,  being  an  out  lesbian  in  the 
hospital  before  AIDS  had  to  be  the  most  fun  experience  of  my  life.  I  felt  safe  and 
accepted.  All  the  closet  queers  came  by  to  give  me  things  like  autumn  leaves  or  a 
snowball.  And  I  delighted  in  leaving  notes  like  “the  lesbian  is  in  the  cafeteria” 
stuck  onto  my  chart.  Since  AIDS,  I’ve  been  in  the  hospital  twice.  While  I  wasn’t 
reluctant  to  hang  up  my  gay  flag,  I  didn’t  leave  any  notes  on  my  chart  either.  I  just 


feel  less  safe  now  and  no  closet  cases  seemed  willing  to  risk  coming  by.) 

In  general,  though,  disabled  lesbians  have  to  contend  with  the  fact  that  we’re 
marginalized  because  we’re  queer  and  because  we’re  disabled.  If  we’re  also  women 
of  color  or  from  working  class  backgrounds  or  old,  or  all  of  the  above,  we  can  face 
even  more  marginalization.  This  is  made  a  lot  harder  because  of  this  two  worlds 
issue  I  mentioned  —  the  fact  that  the  disabled  movement  tends  to  be  quite 
homophobic  and  the  lesbian/gay  movement  has  a  lot  of  work  to  do  in  terms  of  at¬ 
titudes.  For  example,  the  disability  rights  movement  has,  with  a  few  exceptions, 
been  reluctant  to  join  the  fight  for  the  rights  of  Sharon  Kowalski  —  a  disabled  les¬ 
bian  whose  parents  have  denied  her  rehabilitation  and  visits  with  her  lover  Karen 
Thompson. 

As  an  example  from  the  other  side,  most  gay  people  with  AIDS  and  the  AIDS 
activist  movement  have  not  been  very  anxious  to  make  common  cause  with  disabl¬ 
ed  activists.  Such  an  alliance  would  definitely  strengthen  efforts  of  both  groups  to 
gain  more  control  over  medical  technology  and  the  ways  the  medical  system 
responds  to  us.  An  alliance  could  also  help  us  gain  the  better  social  services  both 
AIDS  activists  and  disability  activists  are  fighting  for.  (I  do  want  to  point  out  that 
the  lesbian  community  has  tended  to  be  very  willing  —  more  so  than  the  women’s 
community  in  general,  Marsha  and  I  agree  —  to  make  accommodations  for 
women  with  disabilities  at  events  such  as  concerts;  the  Michigan  Women’s  Music 
Festival,  for  example,  is  a  model  of  accessibility.  The  gay  male  community  tends 
to  lag  far  behind  in  this  area.) 

A  few  last  notes:  disabled  lesbians  in  the  Boston  area  are  definitely  becoming 
better  organized  (see  resources  at  end),  but  disabled  gay  men  don’t  seem  to  be 
organizing  as  a  group.  If  any  disabled  gay  men  in  the  country  are  organizing 
together,  we  would  love  to  hear  about  it.  We  also  hope  disabled  lesbians  and 
disabled  women,  including  those  of  us  with  mental  disabilities  and/or  brain 
damage,  will  continue  to  organize  and  demand  changes. 

Finally,  you’ll  notice  that  Marsha  and  I  use  the  word  “disabled”  throughout  the 
interview,  as  opposed  to  phrases  like  “differently  abled”  or  “physically  challeng¬ 
ed.”  Both  of  us  find  these  terms  too  euphemistic.  But  we  think  it’s  important  that 
disabled  people  are  struggling  to  have  our  own  word,  our  own  ways  of  describing 
ourselves,  rather  than  letting  the  mainstream  culture  come  up  with  the  terms. 


With  Wings ,  edited  by  Marsha  Saxton  and  Florence  Howe,  is  published  by  the 
Feminist  Press,  New  York,  New  York,  1987.  It’s  paperback  and  is  available  in 
bookstores  for  $12.95.  It’s  also  available  from  Recordings  for  the  Blind  (see 
resource  listing  for  info). 

By  And  About 
Women  With 
Disabilities _ 

An  interview  with  Marsha 
Saxton,  co-editor  of 


With  Wings 

Carrie:  How  would  you  describe  With 
Wings  and  who  is  it  for? 

Marsha:  It’s  a  literary  collection  —  of 
poetry,  fiction,  essays,  and  personal  stories 
by  women  who  have  disabilities.  It  includes 
some  well-known  writers  like  Alice  Walker, 
Muriel  Rukeyser  and  Adrienne  Rich  and 
many  unknown  writers  or  writers  who  have 
had  only  a  few  things  published.  As  far  as 
who  it’s  for  —  when  we  were  editing  the 
book  and  putting  the  volume  together,  we 
wanted  the  book  to  be  for  the  widest  au¬ 
dience  possible,  to  include  all  readers,  men 
and  women,  disabled  and  non-disabled, 
who  might  have  some  interest  in  disability 
issues  and  in  feminism. 

Carrie:  Can  you  talk  a  little  about  what  you 
think  the  impact  of  the  book  has  been  so 
far? 

Marsha:  Well,  one  thing  I’m  very  excited 
about  is  that  the  book  inspires  other  consti¬ 
tuencies  —  besides  the  one  represented  in 
our  book  —  to  create  their  own  anthologies. 
I’ve  heard  that  there  is  a  group  of  women  of 
color  who  have  disabilities  who  would  like 
to  create  their  own  collection  of  poetry  and 
fiction  or  whatever.  That’s  just  the  kind  of 
thing  that  we  wanted  to  see  happen,  just  the 
way  With  the  Power  of  Each  Breath  func¬ 
tioned  as  a  model  for  With  Wings  in  terms 
of  collecting  poetry  and  fiction.  We  want  to 
see  many  books  spring  out  that  bring 
women  together  that  have  a  particular  com¬ 
mon  experience  —  whether  it’s  disability, 
race,  class,  background,  sexual  preference. 

Carrie:  One  thing  I’ve  noticed  is  that 
“women  with  disabilities”seems  to  be  such 
a  hot  topic  these  days. 

Marsha:  Yeah,  it’s  true.  I  think  historically, 
we’re  in  a  period  where  people  with  non¬ 
mainstream  identities,  people  who  before 
this  point  in  history  had  to  hide  particular 
characteristics  of  themselves,  are  starting  to 


realize  that  having  these  “qualities”  can  be 
viewed  in  a  positive  way.  That  having  a 
disability  is  not  necessarily  a  bad  thing;  in 
fact,  it  can  be  a  very  important  and  wonder¬ 
ful  thing  and  give  you  a  unique  perspective 
on  the  experience  of  being  human  and  being 
a  female. 

Carrie:  Before  we  talk  about  what’s  actually 
in  the  book,  I  wanted  to  talk  about  its  inac¬ 
cessibility.  For  example,  the  print  was  too 
small  —  I  couldn’t  read  it  without  getting 
headaches. 

Marsha:  Well,  the  book  is  on  tape;  it’s 
available  through  the  Recordings  for  the 
Blind. 

Carrie:  Now  it  is.  But  when  I  first  was  going 
to  review  this  book,  we  called  up  Womyn’s 
Braille  Press  and  I  think  that  was  the  first 
they’d  ever  heard  of  it.  Did  it  come  out  on 
tape  when  the  book  came  out? 

Marsha:  Well,  there’s  always  a  lag  time  bet¬ 
ween  when  books  are  taped  and  when 
they’re  published.  I  wish  that  weren’t  true, 
but  it  takes  a  while  for  recordings  to  be 
made  and  distributed. 

Carrie:  There  were  other  things  besides  the 
small  print  that  made  it  quite  inaccessible  to 
read:  one  was  how  heavy  it  was,  two  was 
that  I  couldn’t  keep  it  open.  I  had  to  have 
somebody  else  turn  back  the  pages  for  me 
and  break  the  spine  so  it  would  stay  open. 

Marsha:  Actually,  one  of  the  reviewers  of  the 
book  from  the  San  Francisco  Chronicle 
made  the  suggestion  that  books  be  spiral- 
bound  —  and  I  think  that’s  great.  I  wish  all 
books  could  be  easy  to  handle. 

Carrie:  Another  accessibility  problem  I  had 
was  in  understanding  parts  of  the  book, 
because  it  seemed  very  academic.  That  may 
just  be  due  to  the  head  injury  I’ve  had,  but  I 
did  hear  the  same  complaint  from  other  peo¬ 
ple. 


Marsha:  When  you  say  academic,  I  think 
what  you  might  mean  is  literary,  because 
there  aren’t  academic  pieces  —  the  essays 
are  not  very  sociologic  or  philosophic.  The 
writing  is  geared  to  readers  who  are  in¬ 
terested  in  literature. 

Carrie:  So,  to  focus  on  the  content  a  little 
more,  1  wanted  to  talk  about  one  essay  that 
really  upset  me  as  a  wheelchair  user  —  it’s 
“Lame”  by  Joyce  Davies.  Let  me  read  this 
quote:  “Even  with  an  incorrect  gait, 
frightening  falls,  and  the  speed  of  a  tortoise, 
the  upright  approach  beat  years  in  a 
wheelchair.”  She  also  says,  “We  who  walk 
with  difficulty  are  primarily  lame  and  far 
more  fortunate  than  those  thousands  of 
men,  women  and  children  who  cannot  leave 
their  wheelchairs  at  all.”  I  tell  you,  these 
two  things  —  I  felt  so  attacked  by  them.  My 
first  thought  was  this:  she’s  never  spoken 
with  someone  who  feels  sorry  for  people 
who  walk  lamely  because  they  don’t  have  a 
fast  wheelchair.  But  part  of  me  felt  so  angry 
that  I  didn’t  want  to  review  the  book. 


Marsha:  We  talk  about  Davies’  perspective 
in  the  introductory  material  in  the  book, 
about  being  relaxed  and  accepting  about 
having  a  disability  versus  being  embarrassed 
or  humiliated  and  trying  to  hide  a  disability. 
The  point  is  that  we  don’t  feel  there  is  a  con¬ 
sciousness  you  can  arrive  at  and  then  you’re 
there  and  a  clear  and  evolved  disabled  per¬ 
son,  but  rather  that  everybody’s  doing  the 
best  they  can  to  figure  out  how  they  can  han¬ 
dle  the  disability  oppression  or  the  attitudes 
that  come  at  them  —  and  also  the  ways  that 
those  attitudes  are  internalized  by  each  per¬ 
son.  And  it’s  important  for  us  to  look  at 
people  in  different  places  and  with  different 
attitudes  about  their  disabilities. 


So,  1  don’t  share  her  particular  perspec¬ 
tive  about  using  a  wheelchair  or  about  using 
adaptive  equipment  in  general,  but  I  think 
it’s  important  to  hear  from  her  about  what 
it’s  like  for  her.  And  that’s  why  we  included 
that  piece  and  many  others. 

Carrie:  That  makes  a  lot  of  sense  to  me,  but 
even  aside  from  that  piece,  I  found  the  book 
very  depressing.  After  I  had  read  the  first 
half  of  it  I  felt  so  horrible  about  disability 
that  I  had  to  stop  reading.  Later,  I  did  have 
parts  of  the  last  section  of  the  book, 
“Transcendence,”  read  to  me  and  that  was 
a  lot  better  for  me.  But  I  still  noticed  there 
was  an  awful  lot  about  death  and  dying  and 
I  wondered  why  that  was. 

Marsha:  Well,  I’m  sorry  you  found  the  book 
depressing.  I’ve  heard  from  some  women 
that  they  felt  very  reassured  by  having  the 
chance  to  hear  other  women  whose  ex¬ 
periences  resonated  with  their  own  —  about 
the  difficulties,  the  pain,  the  anger,  the 
negative  side  of  having  a  disability.  Having 
these  feelings  expressed  made  them  feel  like 
they  weren’t  alone.  I’m  sure  other  peo¬ 
ple  like  yourself  found  those  pieces  hard  to 
read  and  painful.  But  which  pieces  are  you 
referring  to  that  are  about  death  and  dying? 

Carrie:  The  one  called  “For  a  Paralyzed 
Woman  Raped  and  Murdered  While  Alone 
in  Her  Own  Apartment.”  And  the  poem  by 
Adrienne  Rich,  “A  Woman  Dead  in  Her 
Forties.”  Then  there’s  another  poem  called 
“Diminishment.”  As  you  look  through  the 
table  of  contents,  it  just  seems  like  disability 
was  portrayed  in  such  a  way  that  it  was  all 
negative.  At  the  same  time,  I  feel  like  other 
anthologies  and  tapes  about  disability  don’t 
include  enough  about  death  and  the  hard 
things. 

Marsha:  Well,  in  the  poem  “For  a  Paralyzed 
Woman...”  —  and  also  in  the  other  poems 
you  mentioned  —  death  is  present.  But  the 
“For  a  Paralyzed  Woman”  poem  is  really 
about  a  woman  who  is  very  much  alive  and 
about  her  relationship  to  herself.  She  has 
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some  fear  about  being  alone  and  she  has  the 
knowledge  that  some  women  have  been  kill¬ 
ed  and  that  she  is  very  vulnerable  as  a  disabl¬ 
ed  woman.  But  I  think  it’s  a  very  beautiful 
poem  about  being  alone  and  feeling  able  to 
face  that  experience  and  feeling  connected 
to  other  people.  She  also  has  a  dog  there 
who  she  feels  she  needs  to  depend  on  and 
trust  —  so,  it’s  not  so  much  about  death  as  it 
is  about  life  —  being  alone  and  facing  life 
the  way  it  is. 

Adrienne  Rich  talks  about  the  loss  of  a 
beloved  friend  —  and  that  poem  is  very 
much  about  love,  and  closeness  and  con¬ 
nectedness  and  mourning.  We  included 
poetry  about  death  because  we  wanted  to  in¬ 
clude  the  breadth  of  human  experience,  in¬ 
cluding  the  experiences  of  children  and 
babies  who  have  some  relationship  to 
disability,  into  adulthood  and  relationships, 
into  older  years,  and  confronting  the  issues 
of  death.  So  it  was  an  attempt  to  put  the 
lifespan  in  the  context  of  disability. 

Before  we  go,  I  wanted  to  mention 
something  about  the  project  I’m  working 
on.  It’s  called  the  Project  on  Women  and 
Disability  and  is  currently  sponsored  by  the 
Boston  Womens’  Health  Book  Collective. 
We  have  twice  a  month  community 
meetings  to  invite  women  with  or  without  a 
disability  to  come  and  learn  about  the  pro¬ 
ject  and  to  get  involved  in  some  of  our  ongo¬ 
ing  activities,  like,  for  example,  the  radio 
show.  We  also  had  a  potluck  gathering  of 
women  with  disabilities  to  set  an  agenda  for 
the  Boston  area  disabled  women’s  move¬ 
ment.  That  was  really  a  fun  event. 

The  goals  of  the  project  are  firstly  to 
organize  disabled  women  in  the  Boston  area 
and  Massachusetts  to  speak  out  and  to 
develop  projects  of  interest  to  represent 
issues  of  concern  to  us.  Secondly,  we  want 
to  raise  the  issue  of  disability  in  the  women’s 


community.  We  intend  to  provide  training 
and  technical  assistance  to  women’s 
organizations  about  accessibility  and  about 
attitudinal  awareness  so  they  can  reach  out 
to  women  with  disabilities  and  include  all 
women  in  their  activities.  We  also  want  to 
help  them  support  women  who  happen  to 
have  disabilities  who  are  already  leading, 
who  are  already  involved  in  the  women’s 
movement  —  to  identify  themselves  as 
disabled  people  and  to  lead  as  disabled 
women.  The  other  goal  is  to  raise  the  issue 
of  sexism  in  the  disability  rights  movement. 
It’s  still  a  very  new  issue.  We  want  to  help 
disability  organizations  understand  how  sex 
bias  affects  both  men  and  women  and  limits 
the  power  of  the  movement. 

Carrie:  As  far  as  the  lesbian/gay  community 
goes,  I  think  awareness  of  disability  issues  is 
increasing,  due  in  part  to  AIDS.  On  the 
other  hand,  sometimes  I  think  AIDS  is  the 
only  disability  the  gay  community 
recognizes,  and  I  think  many  people  who 
have  been  disabled  in  one  way  or  another  by 
AIDS  are  still  reluctant  to  identify 
themselves  as  disabled. 

Marsha:  Well,  I  think  many  movements 
haven’t  had  much  exposure  to  disability 
issues  and  haven’t  taken  the  issue  on.  And 
they  need  to  —  disability  is  an  issue  that’s 
important  to  everybody.  And  the  gay  com¬ 
munity  needs  to  take  initiative  in  learning 
about  disability,  realizing  that  AIDS  as  a 
disability  is  a  catalyst  for  getting  the  gay 
community  to  begin  to  understand  and  take 
on  the  issues  of  disability  in  the  broadest 
sense.  □ 


(The  groups  listed  do  not  necessarily  represent  the 
politics  of  the  author.) 

Dykes,  Disability  and  Stuff  —  new  national  quarterly 
newsletter.  $8-20  +  a  year  for  subscriptions.  Braille  and 
tape  copies  available  through  Womyn's  Braille  Press  (see 
listing  below).  Make  checks  payable  to  and  send  inquiries 
to  Catherine  Lohr,  P.O.  Box  6194,  Boston,  MA  02114. 


Women  Determined  to  Free  Sharon  Kowalski  — 

Boston  chapter  of  national  network.  Info:  (617)  S22-7466. 

Womyn’s  Braille  Press  —  books  on  tape  and  in  Braille. 
P.O.  Box  8745,  Minn.,  MN  55408,  (612)  872-4352. 

The  Project  on  Women  and  Disability  —  see  article 
for  full  description;  do  Office  of  Handicapped  Affairs, 
One  Ashburton  Place,  Boston.  MA,  (617)  727-7440  or 
1-800-322-2020  (voice/TDD).  Upcoming  events  listed 
below. 

Lambda  Resource  Center  for  the  Blind  —  recordings 
of  books  for  lesbians  and  gay  men.  3225  N.  Sheffield, 
Chicago,  IL  60657,  (312)  274-0510. 

Rainbow  Alliance  for  the  Deaf  —  lesbian  and  gay  deaf 
and/or  hearing  impaired  group.  3007  Park  Way,  Cheever- 
ly,  MD  20785. 

With  the  Power  of  Each  Breath  —  a  disabled  women's 
anthology  published  by  Cleis  Press,  S.F.,  CA  1985.  (See 
GCN,  Sept.  28,  1986  for  an  interview  with  co-editor 
Debra  Connors.)  Available  from  Womyn’s  Braille  Press  — 
see  above. 

Deaf  Women's  Counseling  Project,  do  Cambridge 
Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St. ,  Cambridge,  MA  02138, 
(617)  354-8807. 

Open  discussion  for  deaf  women  with  incest 
histories  —  meets  at  the  Cambridge  Women’s  Center, 
46  Pleasant  St.,  Cambridge,  MA  02138,  (617)  354-8807. 
(A  hearing  woman  with  incest  history  does  ASL  inter¬ 
pretation)  Wheelchair  accessible  via  lift  up  to  the  first 
floor  of  the  center. 

The  Disability  Rag  —  bi-monthly  national  newspaper. 
P.O.  Box  6453,  Syracuse,  NY  13217.  $9- 1 2/one  year. 
$6/tight  budget.  Designate  print  edition  or  cassette  tape 
edition. 

Mental  Patients  Liberation  Front,  do  Boston  s  Ruby 
Rogers  Advocacy  and  Drop-in  Center.  (617)  876-4742. 

Recordings  for  the  Blind,  215  E.  58th  St.,  NY,  NY 


10012,  (212)  557-5720. 

Boston  Center  for  Independent  Living  —  resources 
for  disabled  people  to  live  independently  in  the  communi¬ 
ty.  Info:  (617)  536-2187. 

Boston  Self-Help  Center  —  peer  counseling  and  sup¬ 
port  groups.  Info:  (617)  277-0080. 


Mass.  Coalition  of  Citizens  with  Disabilities  — 

statewide  advocacy  organization,  offers  training 
resources.  Info:  (617)  734-7277. 

Mass.  Disability  Law  Center  —  offers  legal  represen¬ 
tation  for  disabled  people.  Info:  (617)  723-8455. 

Deaf,  Inc.  —  Mass,  state  agency  to  provide  legal  rights, 
support  services  and  accessibility  to  deaf  or  hearing  im¬ 
paired  people.  Info:  (617)  254-4041  (main  office,  TDD). 

Upcoming  Women's  Events  in 
Boston 

(Sponsored  by  the  Project  on  Women  and  Disability  —  all 
disabled  and  non-disabled  women  welcome;  please  do  not 
wear  perfume  or  scented  products  so  that  women  with 
chemical  sensitivities  can  attend.)  Info:  Marsha  Saxton, 
(617)  727-7440,  I  -800-322-2020  (voice/TDD)  for  info,  or 
to  request  an  interpreter  or  child  are. 

Sept  29  —  5:30-7:30pm.  —  Video  on  Karen  Thomp¬ 
son,  lover  of  disabled  lesbian  Sharon  Kowalski.  One 
Ashburton  Place,  Boston. 

Oct  I  —  9-4:30pm.  —  Designing  and  Leading  a 
Group:  By  women,  for  women,  about  disability.  Day¬ 
long  training  at  Boston  Women's  Info.  Center. 

Oct  25  —  5:30-7:30pm.  —  Self-Defense  for  Disabled 
Women.  Kay  Kanavino  from  the  Boston  Women’s  Self- 
Defense  Collective  will  teach  introductory  skills.  One 
Ashburton  Place,  Boston. 

Oct  29  —  IO-2pm.  —  Women  and  Disability  in¬ 
troductory  workshop  on  the  experiences  of  women  with 
disabilities,  approaches  to  involving  disabled  women  in 
Boston  area  women’s  groups.  Cambridge  Women's 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.,  Cambridge,  MA. 

Nov.  17  —  5:30-7:30pm.  —  Women  and  AIDS.  Fran- 
cine  Genn  presents  the  National  Women’s  Health  Net¬ 
work's  training  as  a  basis  for  discussion  of  AIDS,  sexuality 
and  disability.  One  Ashburton  Place.  Boston. 


Disabled  Lesbians  —  a  Boston  support  group,  monthly 
meetings.  Info:  janet,  (617)  524-1890. 

Conference  on  Women  and  Disability  —  Anyone  in¬ 
terested  in  helping  to  plan  upcoming  Boston  event,  all 
janet  at  (617)  524-1890. 

Dyke  Diabetics  —  a  Boston  support  group.  Info:  (617) 
321-4254. 

National  Committee  to  Free  Sharon  Kowalski  — 

organizing  group  working  for  self-determination  for 
disabled  lesbian  Sharon  Kowalski.  1725  17th  St.,  NW, 
Rm.  SIS,  Washington,  D.C,  20009,  (202)  667-3415. 
(Chapters  exist  all  over  the  country.) 


Disabled  People’s  Liberation  Front  —  Boston-based 
activist  group.  Includes  lesbians  and  gay  men.  Info:  10 
Ellett  St.,  #309,  Dorchester,  MA  02122,  (617)  825-7704. 

Information  Center  for  Individuals  with 
Disabilities  —  central  networking  agency  in  Mass,  on 
disability  issues.  Info:  (617)  727-5540. 

Office  of  Handicapped  Affairs  —  Mass,  state  agency 
to  advocate  for  legal  rights,  support  services  and  ac¬ 
cessibility.  One  Ashburton  Place,  Boston,  MA  02108, 
(617)  727-7440. 

Partners  for  Disabled  Youth  —  Mass,  agency  that 
matches  disabled  youth  and  adults.  Info:  (617)  727-7440. 
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HELPFUL  HEALTHCARE 


FENWAY 
COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 


•  Sexually  Transmitted  Disease  • 

•  HIV  Education  &  Testing  Program  • 

•  General  Medicine  •  Women's  Health  • 

•  Alternative  Insemination  •  Mental  Health  • 

•  Gay  &  Lesbian  Victim  Recovery  Program  • 

•  Nutrition  •  Dermatology  •  Geriatrics  • 

•  Podiatry  • 

by  appointment 

267-7573 

HIV  267-0159 

Fenway  Community  Health  Center 
-16  Haviland  St.,  Boston,  MA  02/\/\5 

15  YEARS  SERVING  THE 
GAY  AND  LESBIAN  COMMUNITY 

•  quality  care  •  research  • 

•  health  education  •  confidential  • 


COUNSELING 
FOR  WOMEN 
Individual,  Couple 
and  Group 
Counseling 


Call  247-4861 

Sliding  Scale  Fee 
Health  Insurance 
Accepted 


520  Commonwealth  Avenue 
Kenmore  Square 


Some  enchanted  evening. . . 

Fireplaced  rooms  with  period  decor 
Fireplaced  cottages  —  Full  breakfast 
Daily  or  weekly  rentals 
M.  Susan  Culligan,  Innkeeper 

178  Bradford  Street 

Provincetown,  Mass.  02657  (617)4871616 


JUDD  & 
MALLEN 


P.0  Box  613 
Cohasset,  MA,  02025 
(617)  383-0791 


Auctioneers  and  Appraisers 


Interested  in  purchase  or  consignment 
of  single  items  or  entire  estates 


GENERAL 

DENTISTRY 

JOHN  C.  BARNA,  dmd 
AMY  D.  WETTER,  r.d.h 


790  BOYLSTON  STREET 
10  FAIRFIELD  PLAZA 
BOSTON.  MA  02199 
1617)353-1500 


K 

Full  Country  ^ 
6rea  Kfash  4 
privete  i* 
Ba-Hts 


4-nnKetpe.rs 
Laurie  TinKham 
Sandy  lonq 

RESERYAH0HS  SUGGESTED 


wit's  Mill  Inn 


Box  67 6  Lamb’s  Mill  Rd. 
NAPLES  ME.  04055 
Z07-693-6Z S3 

.Small  country  inn 
nestled  m  the  heart 
of  Maine's  western 
laKes  and  mountains. 


GRAPHIC  DESIGN 
TYPESETTING 
PRINTING 


10  Magazine  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 

(Magazine  and  Green  Streets,  Central  Square) 


The  Law  Offices  of 

David  R.  Lund 
&  Associates, 
P.C. 

David  R.  Lund, 

3arbara  Macy,  There.se  A.  Young 

Boston 

(617)  266  0760 


No.  Mass  &  So.  NH 
Gay  Counseling 
Services 

Gerald  Matison,  L.I.C.S.W. 

Andover  Psychotherapy 
10  High  Street 
Andover,  MA  01810 

(508)  475-6950 


The  AIDS  Virus  doesn't 
discriminate ,  but 
society  does! 

Lobby  Congress 
for  The  National 
AIDS  Bill  of 
Rights  (NABOR) 

Thursday,  Oct.  6 
meet  at  9am  United  Methodist 
Building 

1 10  Maryland  Ave.,  N.E. 
Washington,  D.C. 
Conference  Room  #1 

•NABOR  is 

antidiscrimination  legislation 
to  protect  PWA/ARC/HIV 
infection* 

Conference: 

Friday,  October  7th  9am-5pm 
DC  District  Building 
Council  Chambers 
Suite  500 

1350  Pennsylvania  Ave.,  N.W. 

•  Human  immunity  and  our 
deteriorating  environment. 

•  The  politics  of  AIDS:  an 
independent  response. 

Contact:  (202)  543-8324 
Local  info:  (617)  445-0005 

Sponsored  by  the  Committee  to 
Pass  the  National  AIDS  Bill  of 
Rights 


M  MMM 


- 


MS 


45  per  min 


IDA’S  FIRST 

1  PARTY  LINE 

Make  new  Friends 
^Without  Leaving  Home! 

PRESS  1.  One-On-One  Rematch-Push  #  for  rematch, 

<  over  and  over. 

%  2.  Partyline  up  to  8  callers. 

i  3.  Listen  to  recorded  messages 

i  from  other  callers  bulletin  board. 

|  4.  Record  your  messages  on  the 

3  Bulletin  Board. 

I  5.  The  Call-Me-Back  line. 

When  you  can’t  give 
out  your  number. 


For  Video  Order:  1-800-445-5669 
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FOREX- 

ceptional 

TRAVEL 

VALUES 


Hawaii . 

. ...  784 

Puerto  La  Cruz .... 

. . .499 

Bonaire  . 

...  449 

Antigua . 

...  549 

Puerto  Vallarta  .  .  . 

...  539 

Puerto  Rico . 

...  549 

Ixtapa . 

. . .499 

Rio  De  Janeiro  .... 

...  499 

Margarita  Island  .  . 

...  529 

Puerto  Plata . 

...  589 

Mazatlan . 

. . .499 

FOREX 

TRAVEL 

76  ARLINGTON  STREET 
BOSTON,  MA  02116 

482-2900 

Serving  the  Community 
Since  1975 


Relationships  Can 
Be  Confusing 

When  intimacy  frightens  you 
. . .  when  you  don’t  feel 
desirable... when  you  think 
you  might  be  gay... when 
you’re  afraid  of  getting  hurt. 

It’s  time  to  call  for  help. 


South  End 
Counseling 


VIDA  K.  BERKOWITZ 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 
In  Practice  Since  1975 

General  Practice 

‘Family  Law 
•Real  Estate  Transfers 
*Consumer/Small  Business 

Employment 
•Discriminatfbn 
•Unemployment 
•Worker’s  Comp 

52  Western  Avenue 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  876-7099 


FRAME  ANY  POSTER  UP  TO  30"x  40" 

FOR  ONLY  $44.99 

COMPARABLE  TO  A  50%  SAVINGS 

Smaller  sizes  available  at  similar  savings. 

Choose  from  a  selected  line  of  metal  frames. 

Price  includes  frame,  drymount,  glass  and  labor. 

Ad  must  be  presented  when  ordering  frame. 


STANHOPE 

- FRAMERS - 


Boston 

411  Marlborough  Street  at  Massachusetts  Avenue  262-0787 

Somerville 

269  Somerville  Avenue  in  Union  Square  666-2000 
Expires  October  31,  1988  miZ 


AUTOMOBILE 

INSURANCE 

★Rates  quoted  over  the  phone. 
★Flexible  payment  plans. 

★One  day  plate  service. 

★No  service  fees  —  ever! 

KUNEVICH  &  LAU 

INSURANCE  AGENCY 


CALL  THE  AGENCY  YOU  KNOW  AND  TRUST 

offices  located  at 
168  Brighton  Avenue,  Allston  MA 

782-0400 

4521  Washington  St.,  Roslindale,  MA 

323-0800 

241  Washington  St.,  Brookline,  MA 

731-1015 


Dykes  to  Watch  Out  For 


DID  you  KNOW,  WHDvf  -THEY  MAKE 
OJ£  OF -these  thinJ&S,  5cm£ 

ozone  nes-iBoyiNCr  Chemical  is 

RELEASED  Iftto  TUt  ATMOSPHERE ? 


urrHa/r  ozone  to  scre&i  outM- 
VIOCEt  radiation,  THE  EARTH ’5 

TEMPERATURE  is  Rising  THATS 
WHY  WE  V£  BECiUHA V/W6  RECORD 


THI5  1$  THE  BEGINNING 
ofthe  ENP,  HARRIET/ 
GtOftAL  ECOLOGICAL 
DISASTER  i-s upon  us/ 


No  sparks 
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deliberate  genocide,”  said  the  group  is  con¬ 
cerned  with  confronting  oppression,  as  well 
as  figuring  out  “health  maintenance  for 
people  with  depressed  immune  systems.” 

All  of  the  panelists  mentioned  concerns 
that  people  of  color,  women  and  IV  drug 
users  are  underrepresented  in  the  AIDS  ac¬ 
tivist  movement.  AIDS  treatment  issues 
were  also  discussed  as  a  priority  by  all  the 
group  representatives.  However,  critics  of 
the  forum  maintain  that  conflicts  between 
the  AIDS  groups  were  smoothed  over,  and 
that  some  spokespersons  painted  falsely  in¬ 
clusive  portraits  of  their  groups.  For  exam¬ 
ple,  despite  the  recent  revelation  that  anti¬ 
gay  Senate  President  William  Bulger  had 
been  selected  to  serve  on  an  honorary  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  AAC’s  upcoming  Aid  and 
Comfort  benefit,  no  one  at  the  forum 
challenged  Novick’s  assertion  that  AAC  is 
concerned  about  fighting  homophobia. 

“I’m  confused  by  that,”  Sullivan  said. 
“How  can  you  talk  about  Billy  Bulger  and 
fighting  homophobia  in  the  same  breath? 
Maybe  [AAC]  thinks  the  epidemic  doesn’t 
affect  homosexuals  anymore,  or  that  PWAs 
don’t  care  where  their  money  comes  from.” 

“[Selecting  Bulger]  was  a  very  poor 
choice,”  agreed  Candeias.  “I  don’t  think  it 
will  do  AAC  any  good  in  the  long  run.”  D 


MART 

Continued  from  page  3 
work.” 

Scott  explained  that  most  residential  pro¬ 
grams  have  little  prior  experience  to  prepare 
for  the  “traumatic,  difficult  and  unpredic¬ 
table  consequences  of  HIV-infection.”  He 
said  MART  recognizes  that  HIV-infection 
affects  everyone  involved  in  substance  abuse 
treatment  settings.  The  program  is  intended 
to  address: 

•  clients’  anxiety,  fears,  anger  and  need 
for  health  care 

•  the  stress  and  strain  on  direct  line  staff 
working  with  death  and  dying  issues 

•  the  pain  of  family,  friends  and  signifi¬ 
cant  others  coping  with  their  own  anger  and 
grief. 

According  to  Scott,  MART  has 
developed  a  team  approach  in  order  to  best 
provide  direct  care  and  information  about 
community  resources.  The  team  consists  of 
two  full-time  caseworker/advocates  from 
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Victory  House,  a  nurse  from  CIPED  (a 
community  program  based  at  Boston  City 
Hospital)  and  a  consultant  from  AAC.  The 
caseworkers  have  primary  responsibilities 
for  coordinating  and  evaluating  MART  ser¬ 
vices,  whereas  the  CIPED  nurse  assesses, 
treats  and  counsels  clients.  The  AAC  con¬ 
sultant  provides  education  to  staff  and 
clients  about  treatments,  and  coordinates 
referrals  for  extended  services. 

Scott  said  he  felt  the  cooperative  ap¬ 
proach  among  Victory  House,  CIPED  and 
AAC  would  foster  “crucial  links”  in  service 
provision  needed  to  effectively  battle  HIV- 
infection  and  substance  abuse.  MART 
hopes  to  establish  working  relationships 
with  a  number  of  local  gay-positive  agen¬ 
cies,  including  the  Fenway  Community 
Health  Center,  Hospice  West  (the  soon-to- 
open  AIDS  hospice  in  Mission  Hill)  and  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Advocates  and  Defenders 
(GLAD). 

“In  summary,”  the  program  description 
explains,  “MART  recognizes  the  cruel  and 
devastating  dual  stigma  for  any  client  in  an 
alcoholism  and  drug  treatment  unit  diagnos¬ 
ed  with  AIDS.  MART  is  sensitive  to  the 
fears  of  the  homeless,  the  pain  and  struggle 
of  recovery,  and  the  special  emotional  and 
healthcare  needs  of  men  and  women  with 
AIDS.”  □ 


Friday  Night 
Stuffing  Party! 


Each  and  every  Friday  night  at 

Gay  Community  News 

62  Berkeley  St.  (617)426-4469 
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A  third  candidate,  progressive  lesbian  Mimi 
Gerstell,  withdrew  from  the  race  this  sum¬ 
mer  when  lesbian/gay  political  organiza¬ 
tions  in  Boston  failed  to  endorse  her  can¬ 
didacy.  GBL/GPA  and  MGLPC  backed 
LoPresti  instead,  claiming  he  had  the 
political  clout  and  connections  to  best  repre¬ 
sent  lesbian/gay  interests  on  Beacon  Hill. 

Despite  this  development,  which  embit¬ 
tered  some  lesbians  and  gay  men,  LoPresti’s 
campaign  was  apparently  bolstered  by  pro¬ 
gressive  voters.  He  carried  most  of  the  votes 
in  Cambridge  and  other  more  “liberal” 
parts  of  the  district,  while  Travaglini  cap¬ 
tured  a  larger  percentage  of  votes  in  East 
Boston,  the  hometown  of  both  candidates. 
According  to  Steve  Tierney,  MGLPC  co¬ 
chair,  lesbian  and  gay  backing  of  LoPresti 
was  crucial  to  his  strong  showing  at  the 
polls. 

“LoPresti  acknowledged  the  hundreds  of 
letters  [of  support]  we  sent  out  on  his 
behalf,”  Tierney  said.  “His  victory  will  be 
very  helpful  to  the  gay  community.  The 
Caucus  [MGLPC]  and  the  Alliance 
[GBL/GPA]  can  both  take  credit  for 
demonstrating  that  gay  and  lesbian  concerns 
are  very  important  —  we’re  not  just  empty 
political  groups.” 

Other  primary  election  results  that  may 
bode  well  for  Bay  State  lesbians  and  gay 
men  include  the  victories  of  Nelson  Merced 
in  the  Fifth  Suffolk  House  District  and 
Peter  Vellucci  in  the  29th  Middlesex  House 
District.  Merced,  a  first-time  candidate  with 
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a  lengthy  history  of  community  activism, 
defeated  five  other  contenders  to  nab  the 
Democratic  ballot  spot  in  his  district,  a  new¬ 
ly  drawn  area  which  includes  parts  of  Dor¬ 
chester  and  Roxbury.  Merced  relied  on 
strong  support  from  a  multi-racial  coalition 
that  included  lesbians  and  gay  men.  If 
elected  in  November,  Merced  will  become 
the  first  Latino  to  serve  in  the  Massachusetts 
legislature. 

In  a  close  race  between  two  incumbents, 
Vellucci  and  Marie  Howe,  Vellucci  nosed  out 
Howe  in  the  redrawn  district  encompassing 
Cambridge  and  Somerville.  Progressives  ap¬ 
plauded  the  victory,  calling  the  pro-gay, 
pro-feminist  Velluci  a  clear  choice  over  the 
notoriously  conservative  Howe.  Both 
GBL/GPA  and  MGLPC  had  endorsed 
Merced  and  Vellucci,  and  hailed  their  suc¬ 
cesses  as  further  indication  of  the  growing 
clout  of  the  lesbian  and  gay  community. 

“Those  are  big  victories  for  us,”  Gorton 
said.  “The  large  turnout  of  lesbian  and  gay 
voters  played  a  part  —  we  were  able  to  swing 
the  votes,  especially  in  Cambridge.  Our  in¬ 
creasing  political  sophistication  is  clear.” 

One  election  result  that  disappointed 
some  lesbian  and  gay  constituents  was  the 
defeat  of  Royal  Bolling,  Sr.,  incumbent 
senator  in  the  Second  Suffolk  District.  Boll¬ 
ing,  who  ran  a  last-minute  sticker  campaign 
because  he  neglected  to  properly  place  his 
name  on  the  ballot,  lost  to  former  Senator 
Bill  Owens,  whose  stance  on  lesbian  and  gay 
issues  is  uncertain.  Bolling,  who  long  sought 
to  draw  connections  between  Black  and  les¬ 
bian/gay  struggles,  had  been  a  chief  sponsor 
of  the  lesbian/gay  rights  bill  and  a  strong 
friend  in  the  Senate. 

Gorton  noted  that  Bolling  won  most  of 
the  areas  in  his  district  with  a  purportedly 
high  lesbian  and  gay  population  —  the 
South  End,  the  Fenway  and  Jamaica  Plain. 
“But,”  Gorton  explained,  “it  was  just  in¬ 
surmountable  to  win  with  a  sticker  cam¬ 
paign.  But  we  think  Owens  will  be  an  ally.” 

Added  Tierney,  “I  can’t  imagine  Owens 
would  turn  his  back  on  a  strong  civil  rights 
bill  [the  lesbian/gay  rights  bill].”  □ 


•  NEW  &  USED  BIKES 

•  EXCELLENT  REPAIR  SERVICE 

•  PARTS  &  ACCESSORIES 

•  TOOLS.  WORKSPACE  &  INSTRUCTION 
AVAILABLE  AT  HOURLY  RATES 

•  CALL  FOR  HOURS 
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SUPPORT 
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paper  each  week. 


I  have  seen. .  explosively  funny  bits!" 

-Joyce  Kulhawik,  WBZ  TV 
"If S delightful!"  -John Corcoran,  WNEV-TV 


"Boffo!  You'll  love  if!"  -Dixie  Whatley.  WCVB 


GROUP  RATES 
Call  426-4444 
or  542-1701 
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TGRRfcCE  ROOM 
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357-8384 
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FolkTree  ConcertMakers  present... 


Thursday  September  29th 
Berklee  Performance  Center 

7  PM  $17.50  reserved 


SWEET  HONEY 
IN  THE  ROCK 
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CHERYL  WHEELER 
ELLEN  McILWAINE 

Sunday  October  30th 
Berklee  Performance  Center  ^ 

3  &  8  PM  $16.50  &  $14.50  reserved 


;  QUEEN  IDA 

■  &  HER  CAJUN  ZYDECO  BAND 

■ 


CASSELBERRY-DUPREE 
DIANNE  DAVIDSON 
PATSY  MONTANA 

Saturday  November  5th 
Berklee  Performance  Center  ^ 

5  &  9  PM  $16.50  &  $14.50  reserved 


■  Berklee  Box  Office,  Out-of-Town  Tickets 
’  in  Harvard  Square,  Sandy's  Music  in 

■  Cambridge,  Wood  &  Strings  Music  in 

■  Arlington,  all  Strawberries  and  Tlcketron 


- 

- 
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healthy  teeth. . . 
they’re 
a  team  effort 


Richard  R.  Bankhead,  DDS 
Paul  O.  Groipen,  DDS 
Kirk  S.  Bankhead,  DDS 

1259  Hyde  Park  Ave. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
(617)  364-5500 

Mon.-Sat.  &  evenings 


LYNNE  S.  BRANDON,  PH.D. 


FINANCIAL  MANAGEMENT 


57  CAMERON  AVE.  •  SOMERVILLE,  MA  02144  •  617-776-5866 


LONG  RANGE  PLANNING,  STATE  CONTRACTING, 
BUDGETING,  STAFF  TRAINING  &  SUPERVISION, 
CONVERSION  TO  COMPUTERIZED  SYSTEMS 


CONNUNITY 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
22  Edgerly  Road 
Boston.  MA  02115 
(617)  267-2262 


LAWYERS 

NATIONAL  LAWYERS  GUILD 
Lawyers  Referral  Service 
227-7008 
M-F  1-5  p.m. 


ACUPUNCTURE 

RONALD  KELTER 
Acupuncture  Associates  of 
Cambridge 

813  Mass.  Ave.,  Central  Sq. 
Cambridge.  MA  02139 
617-491-4410 

JAMES  F.  LEATH,  R.  Ac. 
HARMONY  HOLISTIC 
HEALTH 

669  Somerville  Ave. 

Somerville.  Mass. 

Porter  Square  T 
628-9547 

ALCOHOUDRUG 

TREATMENT 

SPOFFORD  HALL 
Route  9A 

Spofford,  NH  03462 
(603)  363-4545 

AUDITINGfTAXES 

LILLIAN  GONZALES 
Certified  Public  Accountant 
126  State  Street 
Boston,  MA  02109 

523- 1060 

AUDIO-VISUAL 

SAMDPERIL  AUDIO-VISUAL 
23  Clive  St. 

Boston,  MA  02130 

524- 7992 

BICYCLES 

FERRIS  WHEELS 
Bicycle  Shop 
64  South  Street 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
617-522-7082 

BROADWAY  BICYCLE 
SCHOOL 

351  Broadway.  Cambridge 
868-3392 

T.W.F.Sat  10-6.  Th  12-8, 
Repairs/Parts/Workspace 

BOOKSTORES 

GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 
673  Boylston  Street 
Boston.  MA  02108 
(617)  267-3010 

NEW  WORDS 
A  WOMEN  S  BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
876-S3I0 

REDBOOK  STORE 
Books  of  Political  Struggle, 
South  Africa,  Central  America, 
Gay  &  Lesbian  literature 
92  Green  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-1464 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR  RITA  L.  FIELD 
HARMONY  HOLISTIC 
HEALTH 

669  Somerville  Av. 

Somerville.  MA  02143 
628-9547 

DR  TIMOTHY  KNIGHT 
1 100  Massachusetts  Ave. 
Arlington,  MA  02174 
(617)  641-2510 


DR.  DAVID  MOULTON 
Suite  333 
45  Newbury  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
266-8584 

DR.  |ONATHAN  STEIN 
375  Harvard  Street 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
232-7200 

CLEANING  SERVICES 

Earle  III  Inc.  Building 
Maintenance 
General  Cleaning 
Residential  and  Commercial 
Call  Buddy  (617)  354-1706 

COUNSELING 

ANDOVER  PSYCHOTHERAPY 
Gerald  Matison,  L.I.C.S.W. 
(508)  475-6950 
insurance  accepted 

ARADIA  COUNSELING  FOR 
WOMEN 

520  Commonwealth  Av. 
Kenmore  Square 
Boston,  M A  021  IS 
247-4861 

BACK  BAY  COUNSELING 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 
1368  Beacon  St.  Suite  109 
Boston.  MA  02146 
739-7860 

FOCUS  COUNSELING  & 
CONSULTATION  INC. 

18615  Hampshire  St 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
876-4488 

JOURNEYWOMEN 
A  feminist  psychotherapy 
collective 

240A  Elm  St„  Davis  Square 
Somerville,  MA  02144 
776-9232 

SOUTH  END  COUNSELING 
S96  Tremont  Street 
Boston,  M A  02118 
(617)  437-9643 

TAPESTRY.  Inc. 

20  Sacramento  St. 

Cambridge,  MA 
661-0248 

WINGS  THERAPY 
COLLECTIVE 
6071  Sacramento  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02138 
876-8438 

DENTISTRY 

DR.  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAUL  GROIPEN 
1259  Hyde  Park  Av. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
364-5500 

JOHN  BARNA  8 
AMY  WETTER 
790  Boylston  Street 
Boston,  MA  02199 
353-1500 


DOG  TRAINING 

FAMILY  DOG  TRAINING 
CENTER 

Dog  Behavior  Specialists 
Medford,  MA 
395-9084 

ELECTROLYSIS 

JUDY  FEINER 
Complimentary  consultation 
Computer  electrology  specialist 
Central  Sq.,  Cambridge 
497-2019 

FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES  FLORAL 
DESIGN 

12  Mt.  Auburn  St. 

Watertown  Sq.,  MA 
926-4289 

HAIR  SALONS 

B.  CUMMINGS 
309  Shawmut  Ave. 

Boston,  MA  021 18 
338-5356 
Wed.-Sat.  10-6 

HEALTH 

BOSTON  HEALTH 
ASSOCIATES 

Holistic  Health  Referral  Service 
Psychotherapy,  Bodywork, 
Movement,  Nutrition  and 
Spiritual  Counseling 

266- 8122  M-Th.,  12-7 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Haviland  Street 
Boston,  MA  021 15 

267- 7573 

FEMINIST  HEALTH  CENTER 
OF  PORTSMOUTH 
232  Court  St. 

Portsmouth,  NH  03801 
(603)  436-7588 

STD  clinic  for  men  and  women 
Mon.  eves.:  free  anon,  HIV 
counseling  &  testing 

HOUSEKEEPING 

CLEAN  UP  YOUR  ACT 
Housekeeping  Service 
Weekly,  bi-weekly,  monthly  and 
special  occasions 
776-2271 

INSURANCE 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS.  CLU 
Congress  St. 

P.O.  Box  1762 
Boston,  Ma.  02I0S 
I  800-352-3185 

KUNEVICH  8  LAU 
INSURANCE  AGENGY 
241  Washington  St. 

Brookline,  MA  02146 
731-1015 

NANCY  GREENWOOD 
40  Hampshire  St. 

Lawrence. MA  01840 
(508)  683-7676 


MASSAGE 

MIDTOWN  HEALTH  CLUB 
Swedish,  Japanese.  Esalen 
220  Huntington  Ave. 

(617)  262-1000,  x  298 
M-Sat.,  12-7 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

DAVID'S  PHOTOGRAPHY 
PO  Box  375  McCormack  Sta. 
Boston,  MA  02101 
236-0365 

PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  St 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
524-6822 

REAL  ESTATE 

BOSTON  BAY  REALTY 
668  Tremont  St. 

Boston.  MA  02118 
262-7386 

INNOVATIVE  MOVES 
REAL  ESTATE 
Full  Service  Brokerage 
Trisha  Solio.  Barry  Wing 
726  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain.  MA  02130 
(617)  522-0020 

RELIGIOUS 

ORGANIZATIONS 

AM  TIKVA 

Boston  s  Community  of  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Jews 
P.O.  Box  II 
Cambridge.  MA  02238 
Events  phone:  (617)  782-8894 

Metropolitan  Community 
Church  of  Boston 
131  Cambridge  St.,  near  Gov't 
Ctr.,  Sunday  Worship  7pm, 
Open  to  all 

A  church  of  the  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Community.  523-7664 

Unitarian  Universalis! 
Congregation  at  the  1st  Church 
of  Roxbury  —  Sun.  I  lam 
Service  -  445-1277 
at  Center,  Roxbury  8  Dudley 
Sts.,  Rox.  Crossing  T  Stop 

RESTAURANTS 

DOWNTOWN  CAFE 
12  LaGrange  St. 
in  Downtown  Boston 
(617)  338-7037 

TAXES  &  FINANCIAL 
PUNNING 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 
Cert.  Financial  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  PL.  MA  02130 
524-7565 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
482-2900 
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PERSONALS 

GCN  REPLY  BOXES 

Replies  to  GCN  Boxes  should  be  addressed  to  GCN  Box 
a  ,  Gay  Community  News,  62  Berkeley  St.,  Boston,  MA 
321 16.  This  applies  to  GCN  Boxes  only,  not  to  P.O. 
Boxes.  Mail  may  be  addresses  to  GCN  Boxes  for  four 
weeks  after  the  issue  in  which  it  appears. 

FEUZ  CUMPLEANOS  SALAMI  MAMA! 

Wishing  you  1000  lemon  bars  and  much  Electrolux 
pleasure!  B  &  B.  (11) 

RACQUETBALL 

LF  seeks  female  racquetball  partner.  Advanced  begin¬ 
ner/intermediate  ideal  but  will  consider  others.  Current¬ 
ly  play  at  Newton  YWCA.  Prefer  non-smoker.  Please 
leave  message.  783-0204.  (12) 

GWM  43.  150,  5'8”,  Br/hz,  “AIDS-free,”  looking  for 
someone  to  45  who  is  serious  about  developing  an 
“AIDS-free”,  loving,  caring,  monogamous,  1-to-l,  per¬ 
manent,  commitment/relationship.  Send  phone,  photo, 
discriptive  letter  to:  POB  221,  Dorchester,  MA. 
02122-0002.  Thank  you!  (14) 

HAPPY  B-DAY  WAYBACK  DUDE 

Have  a  rad  birthday!  Your  newsgal  pals.  (11) 

STEVE  -  P-TOWN 

Enjoyed  meeting  you.  Sorry  we  never  did  dance!  Why 
don’t  you  come  visit  D.C.?  Vincent,  3420  16th  St. 
N.W.,  Box  No.  202,  Washington,  DC,  20010.  (1 1) 

Happy  birthday  Marc,  you’re  the  coordinating-est!  (11) 

S:  Thank  you  for  the  best  birthday  a  boy  ever  had.  Talk¬ 
ing  Pee-Wee  and  a  hard  hat,  and  a  leather  contest  and... 
xoC.  (11) 

WOMAN  OF  SUBSTANCE 

possessing  both  a  well-developed  sense  of  adventure  and 
the  absurd  sought  by  LF  who  desperately  needs  your 
help  to  burst  the  aching  bonds  of  her  puritanical  upbr¬ 
inging  and  be  free  to  explore  her  smoldering  potential. 
Reply  to  PO  Box  285,  Dennisport,  MA  02639.  (12) 

Prof  GF  28,  honest  offers  support  to  GWM  25-35  prof 
of  French  or  grad  student  (PhD).  Please  write  for  more 
details.  GCN  Box  329.  (13) 

Nice  Jewish  Girl,  29,  into  dancmg,  ;defc,  dams, 

seeks  handsome  bu(ch  or  gorgeous  femme  for  pastrami 
and  passion.  Boston  or  N.Y..  Yiddish  lessons  included. 
GCN  Box  328.  (12) 

LF  college  student  desperately  needs  financial 
assistance.  Please  help  by  sending  donations.  Thank 
you.  Shelley,  P.O.  Box  44-1028,  West  Somerville,  Mass. 
02144.  (16) 

MISSING  FRIEND 

Harry:  Please  call  me  in  Brockton.  1  miss  our  monthly 
New  Yorker  exchange  but  most  of  all  your  friendship. 
Frank  (11) 

44  OR  OVER!  UKE  MEN  WHO  ARE? 

Contact  guys  from  Maine  to  DC.  For  list  $1.00  to 
Northeast  Directory,  Dept.  B,  P.O.  2357,  Princeton  NJ 
08543-2357.  (19) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

HISTORY  OF  SEXUALITY 

Women’s  studies  student  (State  University  of  New  York  at 
Buffalo)  is  conducting  research  in  the  history  of  sexuality  with 
special  emphasis  on  S/M  lesbianism.  Therefore  she  is  looking 
for  S/M  lesbians  who  are  interested  in  participating.  Absolute 
confidentiality  assured.  Call  Claudia:  (716)  837-3201.  (1 1) 

PILOTS! 

LF  seeks  partners  MorF  in  ’79  TIGER,  1950TT,  150SMOH, 
IFR  equipped  with  King,  NARCO,  xpndr,  GS,  ADF,  audio 
panel,  intercom.  Based  at  Bedford.  Contact  Megan  877-9019. 

(13) 

INDEPENDENT  CATHOLIC  MASS 

Sundays,  5:30  PM,  351  Boyiston  St.  Gay  Community 
welcome.  Jesus  doesn’t  condemn  He  loves.  (14) 

Gay  and  lesbian  employees  of  New  England  Medical  Center 
interested  in  getting  together  please  call  596-1012.  (11) 

PARENTS  &  FRIENDS  OF  LESBIANS  AND  GAYS 

7th  International  Convention,  Oct.  7-10,  Chicago.  Darrell 
Yates  Rist,  keynote  speaker.  Write:  P.O.  Box  1903,  Skokie,  II 
60076.(312)472-3079.  (12) 

DYKE  SOCCER  PLAYERS 

Lesbian  soccer  team  seeks  experienced  players  for  league  team 
in  recreational  division.  Game  Sundays,  practice  once/week. 
For  good  time,  call  Hershey  (617)661-6771.  (11) 

LESBIAN  COUPLES 

CEREMONIES  OF  COMMITMENT 

Seeking  contact  with  lesbians  who  have  had 
oeremonies/edebrations  of  commitment,  blessing,  marriage, 
for  upcoming  book.  Please  send  name,  address,  phone 
number  to  CONANT,  Box  744,  Buffalo,  NY,  14209  and  I 
will  respond.  Thank  you!  (11) 

Rl  BATTERED  LESBIANS 

Lesbian  social  researcher  at  area  college  would  like  to  interview 
you  for  research  study.  Confidential  at  your  convenience.  For 
information  send  your  name,  phone(s),  best  time(s)  to  call  to 
P.O.  Box  28100,  North  Station,  Prov.,  Rl  02908.  (11) 

GCN  SPECIALS 

VOLUNTEER  WOMEN’S 

GRANT  WRITER 

GCN  looking  for  lesbian  to  write  grant  proposals  to  six 
promising  funders  for  GCN  women’s  projects.  Contact 
Marc:  426-4469.  (12) 

TYPING  HELP  NEEDED 

Each  year  GCN  makes  an  “index”  of  the  article  titles  in 
the  previous  year's  issues.  No  special  typing  or  indexing 
skills  needed.  If  interested,  call  Mike  at  GCN  426-4469. 
(13) 

GCN’s  circulation  manager  is  looking  for  a  volunteer  to 
help  set  up  the  Friday  evening  mailing  party.  Learn 
about  the  exciting  world  of  newspaper  circulations  and 
meet  the  fabulous  Friday  staff  and  volunteers.  Please 
call  Chris  at  GCN,  426-4469. 

GET  PUBLISHED! 

GCN's  news  dept  seeks  a  volunteer 
to  write  news  notes.  News  writing  experience  not  necessary.  5 
hr /week  (flexible).  Call  Jennie  at  426-4469  for  more  info.  (C) 

SERVICES 

PERSONAL  HEALTH 

•General  Medical  Care  ‘Sports  Medicine 

•Diagnosis  and  Treatment  of  Disease 

Private  Medical  Office  -  Confidential 

ROBERT  TAYLOR,  MD 

175$  Beacon  Street,  Brookline  232-1459 

SERVICES 


Psychotherapy  group  for  women  with  eating  disorders 
or  food/weight  issues  is  currently  accepting  referrals. 
Cambridge.  Call  (617)  628-6447  for  information.  (12) 

MARLENE  RICHARDSON,  ACSW 

Certified  Clinical  Social  Worker 
379  State  Street,  Portsmouth,  NH,  03801.  (603) 
431-2580.  Insurance  reimbursable. _ (13) 


BACK  BAY  COUNSELING  SERVICES 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 

Serving  the  Community  Since  1974 
Insurance  Accepted 

739-7860 


•INDIVIDUAL 

GROUP/COUPLE 

•GAY  SENSITIVE 
THERAPY 


ALLAN  SINGER, 
L.I.C.S.W. 

PSYCHOTHERAPIST 


COPLEY  SQUARE 
BOSTON,  MA 
617-266-2240 

HEALTH  INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 


"f/ 


DAVID  L.  COLLINS 

C.L.U. 


Insurance 
for  all  your  needs 


Congress  St. 
Box  1762 
Boston,  MA  02105 


Orleans/Brewster 
Office  Park 

E.  Orleans,  MA  02643 
255-2600 


Call  toll-free  1-800-352-3185 


Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 
Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder 
pain,  Headaches,  Low  back  pain, 
Bursitis,  Acute  and  Chronic 
Musculoskeletal  conditions 
resulting  from  occupational 
stress  and  nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appts. 
Available,  232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


HELP  WANTED 


HOUSEKEEPER 

Young  male  wanted  for  position  in  academic  household 
in  Pittsburgh.  Live-in,  board,  education  expenses  pro- 
vided.  Write  GCN  Box  Service:  #  330. _  (14) 

CHILDCARE  NEEDED 

Responsible,  loving,  regular  weekend  evenings  and  occa¬ 
sional  weeknights.  Own  transportation  prefered.  $5/hr. 
(617)  522-7620. _ (13) 


CLASSIFIEDS 


HELP  WANTED 


BOOKSTORE  STAFFPERSON 

Staff  person,  fulltime,  for  socialist-feminist  bookstore 
to  start  November  28.  Salary:  $15,000  plus  health  and 
dental.  For  application  call  (401)  521-3230  or  write  to 
Dorrwar  Bookstore,  107'/!  Hope  Street,  Providence, 
Rl,  02906.  Apply  by  November  3. _ (13) 

EXCUTIVE  DIRECTOR 

ROSIE  S  PLACE 

Non-profit  providing  emergency  shelter,  meals, 
clothing,  advocacy,  permanent  housing  for  poor  and 
homeless  women  seeks  experienced  Executive.  Annual 
budget  S850K;  healthy  fund  balance.  Responsibilities: 
program  oversight,  staff  management,  administra¬ 
tion/finance,  fundraising,  community  relations.  Ex¬ 
cellent  leadership,  communication  and  interpersonal 
skills,  expertise  in  staff  supervision,  financial  manage¬ 
ment,  program  development.  S37-42K,  excellent  benefits 
package.  Equal  opportunity  employer,  women  and  per¬ 
sons  of  color  strongly  encouraged  to  apply.  No  phone 
calls  please.  Letter  and  resume  by  October  10  to:  Search 
Committee,  Rosie’s  Place,  889  Harrison  Ave.,  Boston, 
MA  02118. _ 00 

OUTREACH  JOB  A  ADVOCATE  JOB 
2  jobs  in  alternative  mental  health  and  battered  women’s 
residential  program.  Advocate  job  includes  general  ad¬ 
vocacy,  resource  coordination:  program  administration. 
Knowledge  of  gay  issues  required.  Outreach  job  involves 
representing  agency  through  written  materials  and 
speaking  engagements.  Both  require  ability  to  workk 
with  diversity.  Access  to  car  needed.  Salary  19,580  to 
start  with  generous  benefits.  Send  resumes  to  Beckert; 
Eliz.  Stone  House,  Box  15,  Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(13) _ 

HIRING!  Government  jobs  —  your  area.  Many  im¬ 
mediate  openings  without  waiting  list  or  test.  $15,000  - 
$68,000.  Call (602) 838-8885.  EXT.  6433 _ 00 

STOP  US  WAR  IN  CENTRAL  AMERICA! 
Fundraise  for  political  change  by  phone!  3-4  even- 
ings/wk,  $7. 15/hr.,  sales/political  experience  helpful. 
Call  NECAN  at  491-4205. _ 00 


AIDS  LAW  CLINIC 
Legal  Services  Center 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA 

is  looking  for  a  caseworker  — 
law  training  not  essential.  AIDS 
sensitivity  and  experience  work¬ 
ing  with  HIV  +  people  prefer¬ 
red.  Spanish  or  French 
language  skills  a  plus.  Contact 
John  Willoughby  at  (617) 
522-3003.  Please  respond  im¬ 
mediately! 


HELP  WANTED 


LOBBYIST/ADMINISTRATOR 

for  Mass.  Gay  &  Lesbian  Political  Caucus.  Fulltime  pos. 
combines  lobbying  &  admin. /mngemnt  respnsblties. 
Exp.  preferred.  Salary  range  $20-30K/yr  comm,  with 
exp.  Send  resume  to:  MGLPC,  P.O.  Box  246,  State 
House.  Boston,  MA 02133 _ (II) 

2  PERSONAL  CARE  ASSISTANTS 

For  disabled  feminist  writer.  One  for  M-F,  5-7pm;  the 
other  for  2  weekend  mornings  per  month  9am-l  I  or  12. 
No  lifting  necessary  but  prefer  those  with  strength.  Will 
train,  but  need  reliable,  committed  assistants.  JP  area. 
Call  232-5956  (eves.)  Let  it  ring.  Also,  cook  needed 
(macrobiotic  preferred).  Prepare  dinners  in  your  own 
home.  Drop  off  here  2-3  times  per  week.  Call  232-5956 
(eves).  Let  it  ring. _ (11) 

ADVERTISING  SALES 

Excellent  part-time  openings  marketing  advertising  for 
america’s  premiere  gay  &  lesbian  newsweekly,  GA  Y 
COMMUNITY  NEWS.  Ad  reps  receive  high  commis¬ 
sion,  leads  and  staff  support.  Work  can  be  done  from 
your  home.  If  you  are  assertive,  responsible,  and  in¬ 
terested  in  sales,  call  the  Advertising  Coordinator  at 
(617)  426-4469,  or  write  to  GCN  62  Berkeley  Street, 
Boston.  Mass  021 16.  ■ _ 

Community  Jobs 

The  only  nationwide  listing  of  socially  conscious  job  op¬ 
portunities  —  organizing,  women’s  issues,  health  care, 
peace/justice,  more.  $12/year.  CJ,  Box  G,  1516  P 
Street.  Washington,  DC  20005. _ (Ex) 

FREE  RENT  -  PCA 

Share  2BR  apartment  wilh  another  attendant  rent  free 
plus  $650/month.  Work  alternate  weekends  (Fri.  8:30 
am-Mon.  8:30  am)  and  emergency  coverage  '/; -time  as 
personal  care  attendant  for  disabled  lesbian  in  Jamaica 
Plain.  Light  sleeper,  lifting  ability,  driver's  license,  non- 
smokcr.  Connie  Panzarino  (617)  524-0921 . _ (10) 


INSTRUCTOR 

A  position  in  Human  Services 
that  pays!  instructor,  Behavioral 
MR  clients,  Day  Program  has 
immediate  openings.  Salary 
$  1 8,000  plus  benefits. 
Experience  preferred,  but  will 
train.  O.T.  available.  Send 
resume  to:  Mr.  Terry  Dembek, 
B.W.A.C.,  45  Calvary  St., 
Waltham,  MA  02 1 54,  or  call 
(617)  893-0122  for 
appointment.  A/A,  EOE,  M,  F,  H. 


r - - - - - — i 

Gay  Community  News  classifieds 

My  heading  is 


FLAMER! 

Max.  20  characters 

BOLD 

Max.  30  characters 


My  text  is:  (each  box  is  for  one  word) 


Need  more  room!  Just  keep  writing  on  a  separate  sheet  of  paper  at  a  cost  of  25*  per  word  (354  per  word  for  business  ads) 

Basic  cost 

□  iNon-business:  $6  for  1st  25  words;  25c 
for  each  additional  word. 

□  Business:  $8  for  1st  25  words;  35C  for 
each  additional  word. 

$ _ per  ad  x _ number  of  runs 

Special  heading 

□  Flamer  ($3.00  x . 

□  Bold  ($1.50  x. 


My  category  it: 

□  PERSONALS  □  ANNOUNCEMENTS  □  HELP  WANTED 

I  ROOMMATE  WANTED  □  HOUSING  WANTED 

□  APARTMENTS  □  SUMMER  RENTALS  Q  RESORTS 

□  FOR  SALE  D  PUBLICATIONS  □  ORGANIZATIONS 
Q  SERVICES  Cl  RIDES  Cl  MOVERS  □  OTHER 


_ number  of  runs)  $  . 

.  number  of  runs)  $. 

Total  cost  before  discounts  (add)  $ 

Discounts 

□  10-20  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  10% 

□  21-30  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  15% 

□  31  +  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  20% 

□  I’m  going  to  subscribe  now.  Deduct  $2 


$. 
$. 
$. 
$. 

Subtotal  $ 


Box  service 

□  Pick-up  box.  $4  for  6  weeks 

□  Forwarding  box.  $6  for  6  weeks 

Subscriptions 

□  I  want  to  subscribe! 

US:  $33  .  Institutional  rate:  $40. 

Display  Boxed  Classifieds 

□$15  per  column  inch 
_ inches  x  $  1 5 


•Deadline:  Tuesday  12  noon  for  each 
Friday’s  edition. 

•All  ads  must  be  prepaid. 

•No  ads  accepted  over  telephone. 
•Clip  and  return  this  form  to: 
GCN  Classifieds 
62  Berkeley  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 


Name  _ 
Address . 

City  _ 

State _ 


Zip 


Phone  (_ 


Total  $ 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


ROOMMATE  WANTED 


TRY  GCN’S 
GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE 

AD  I 

□ 

GCN’s  “Guaranteed 
Roommate”  offer: 

ALL  ROOMMATE  AND 
HOUSEMATE  ADS  THAT 
ARE  PREPAID  FOR  TWO 
WEEKS  WE  WILL  RUN  1 
UNTIL  YOU  FIND  A 
ROOMMATE 
□ 

Ads  will  not  be  automatically 
renewed.  You  must  call  in  every 
additional  week  you  want  the  ad 
to  run.  Phone  calls  will  be 
accepted  all  day  Mondays  and 
Tuesdays  until  noon.  426-4469. 

GM  seeks  responsible  person  to  share  renovated  South 
End  2BR  near  Copley  Square.  $375  plus.  Experience  in 
cooperative  living  desired.  Call  (617)  236-0183. _ (12) 

Newburyport  Center.  Seeking  M/F  to  share  sunny 
apartment  near  Plum  Island.  Fireplaces,  hardwood 
floors,  W/D,  parking,  non-smoking,  must  like  pets. 
$343  plus.  Avail,  now,  465-2357, _ (12) 

GF  SEEKS  PARTNER  IN  APT  SEARCH 
GF  seeks  GF  to  look  for  and  share  a  2BR  apt.  in  the 
Newton/Watertown  area  for  Nov.  1st.  Not  mine,  not 
yours,  but  ours.  Call  Wendy  at  332-3534, _  (12) 

SHORT  TERM  LIVING  SITUATION 
A  few  weeks  or  a  month?  Seeking  woman  to  share  fur¬ 
nished  2  bdrm  apt  in  convenient  downtown  Boston 
neighborhood.  Close  to  T/pkg  available.  No 
smokers/pets.  $IOO/wk  536-0147. _ _ (12) 

NEWTONVILLE 

Two  friendly  LF’s  seek  LF  to  share  large  house.  Semi¬ 
coop.  No  alcohol,  smoke,  drugs.  $350  plus  last  month’s 
rent.  Room  includes  half  bath.  965-0648. _ (12) 

JAMAICA  PLAIN 

Room  without  a  closet  for  someone  out  of  the  closet. 
Small  warm  room  in  J.P.  $210  including  heat.  Avail,  im¬ 
mediately.  Call  Tamsin  or  Laura  at  (617)  524-1874  or 
Laura  at  (617)495-1595  (days). _ (12) 

SPACIOUS  JP  HOME 

Want  a  place  for  a  year?  Possibly  more?  Seeking  one  or 
two  housemates.  Beautiful  renovated  Jamaica  Plain  Vic¬ 
torian.  Green  and  Orange  lines.  Dogs  great.  Meat  fine. 
No  cats  or  cigarettes.  Off  street  parking.  Price 
negotiable.  Call  Laurie  at  522-5173. _ (12) 

SOMERVILLE 

Wanted:  Two  average  queers,  gender  unimportant, 
responsible,  friendly,  share  chores,  some  food  buying, 
meals.  You  are  nonsmoker,  petless,  mature.  Me  35; 
dyke,  many  interests.  Have  large  house,  three 
bedrooms,  fireplace,  wood  floors,  porch,  street  parking, 
great  location,  quiet,  safe!  $325.00,  Ig.  room,  $345.00 
sm.  room.  Negotiable.  Call  (617)  623-7258 
8am-  10:30pm. _ (12) 

I  STILL  NEED  A  HOME! 

Gay  man  (26)  seeking  home  by  Oct.  1  in  Boston/Cam¬ 
bridge  area.  1  school  and  work  in  Cambridge  and  would 
like  to  move  in  with  others  committed  to  mostly  in¬ 
dependent,  friendly,  cohabitation.  $300  including,  tops. 
Kenji,  868-3392. _ 00 

J.P.  APARTMENT 

ILF  seeks  2LFs  for  3BR  apt.  in  Victorian  jouse  near 
J.P.  Licks.  Wood  floors,  porch,  yard  and  W/D  in  base¬ 
ment.  $415/month  includes  heat.  Available  Oct.  1st  (or 
sooner).  Call  Julie  at  536-9428  (H)  or  725-3562  (W).  (12) 
BiF  31  and  1  yr  old  son  seek  F  to  share  house  in  Med¬ 
ford.  Washer,  yard,  parking.  Near  Orange  Line  T.  No 
pets,  cigs,  drugs.  $300  plus.  Call  391-3041 . _ (11) 

Jamaica  Plain:  LF24,  two  cats,  seek  woman  for  large 
sunny  apartment.  Porch,  garden,  4  blocks  F  Hills  sub¬ 
way,  half  block  South  Street.  No  smoking.  $300plus. 
524-9857, _ 00 

JAMAICA  PLAIN 

Room  without  a  closet  for  someone  out  of  the  closet. 
Small  warm  room  in  J.P.  $210  including  heat.  Avail. 
Sept.  15th.  Call  Tamsin  or  Laura  at  524-1874. _ (11) 

LF  27-35  wanted  to  share  spacious  house  in  Davis 
Square.  Warm,  independent  household.  Two  porches, 
small  yard,  near  T.  No  smoking.  Have  cats.  Rent  $275 
including  heat.  Available  October  1,  possibly  sooner. 
Call  776-4693. _ (H) 

2  LF  seek  3  female  housemates  for  multiracial 

household  in  J.P.  Beautiful  house,  close  to  T.  250  plus 
utilities.  Avail.  9/1.  Jerri  or  Jan  524-1303. _ (1 1) 

Natick  —  Two  gay  females  seek  same  to  share  large 
private  home.  Non  smoker,  no  pets.  Conv.  location.  350 
plus  utilities.  Call  651-8240. _ (II) 

3  LF’s  seek  another  for  sunny  spacious  semi-coop  home 

near  Porter  Square,  Cambridge.  We  have  2  cats,  no 
more  pets,  min.  drugs  or  alcohol.  Avail.  Sept.  1,  250 
plus  call  491 -4005, _ 00 

LF  and  two  cats  seek  housemates  for  spacious  JP  apt. 
Vegetarian  cooperative  home  with  fireplace,  w/d, 
porch,  yard.  Non-smoking.  $400/month,  heated,  rent- 
controlled.  Anne  522-6561. _ (6) 

1L.  &  I  BiF  seek  M  or  F  for  3  bdrm  JP  apt.  Non-smoker, 
no  drugs,  min.  alcohol.  Mature,  responsible  indiv.  for 
independent  household.  Must  like  pets  but  no  more 
please.  Share  housework.  Ol'f-St.  parking,  near  pond, 
$270  plus.  Call  Nancy  at  522-21 18  or  Wendall  (days)  at 
661-3567.  (9) 

JAMAICA  PLAIN 

21. Fs  seek  2  more  lor  2nd  and  3rd  floor  apt  in  JP  house. 
Semi-coop,  veggie,  spacious,  wood  stove,  close  to 
Orange  and  Green  I  incs.  Call  Su/ic  or  Peggy  522-9351. 
(IOI 


FOR  SALE 


IM*  FORD  ESCORT 

White,  2-door  sedan,  standard  transmission,  no  extras 
to  speak  of,  rust-proofed.  37,000  miles,  $4,000.  (617) 
846-9117, _ (M) 

LOWELL  CONDO. ..PRICED  TO  SELL 

2  bedroom  I  Vi  bath  1300  sq.  ft.  townhouse,  fully  ap- 
plianced,  central  air.  W/D  hookup,  excellent  location. 
$99K  395-1602  Ive.  message. _ (10) 


VACATIONS 


For  sale,  Ogunquit  Maine?~Vacation  week  October  29  to 
November  5.  Lifetime  deeded  ownership,  Hillcrestjnn 
Ocean  View.  Sundeck,  indoor  pool,  sauna.  Sleeps  4:  2 
bath.  Free  May  week  1989  with  purchase.  $3500.00.  (II) 

CONDADO  BEACH  P.R. 

New  condos  on  the  beach  for  long  weekends,  short  term 
rentals.  A.C.  cable,  roofdeck,  pool,  reasonable  rates. 
Some  for  sale.  Call  John  (617)  899-0388. _ (19) 

P-TOWN  TIMESHARE 

1  BR  floating  week  Eastwood  at  Provincetown  sleeps  4. 
Exchange  internationally.  Must  sell.  Call  or  write  (413) 
628-4691,  S.  Waldman,  P.O.  Box  409,  Hadley,  MA 
01035.  (13) 


Social  and  support  group  for  women  over  40.  P.O.  Box 
1214,  East  Arlington,  MA  02174, _ (15.48) 

BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 

Multiracial  group  for  all  people  .  Call  (415)  431-1976  or 
write  BWMT,  suite  140,  580  Castro  St.  SF,  CA,  94114. 
_ (16,1) 

BOSTON  ALLIANCE  OF  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  YOUTH 
Social  support  group  for  youth  22  and  under.  Wed. 
night  general  meeting  from  7:30-9pm.  New  persons 
meeting  at  6:00.  Women’s  meeting  at  6:45.  Call 
482-7858  for  info. _ (15.32) 

MAN/BOY  LOVE 

Intergeneraliona!  Love  Support  Group.  World  wide 
news,  arl,  opinions.  Application,  information  free, 
bulletin  $1.  NAMBI.A,  P.O.  Box  1923,  St.  Louis, 
Missouri,  63118. _  (7) 


52241K* 

THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 

Piano  and  hoisting  specialists. 

Any  time  of  the  day-any  day  of  the  year. 

No  overtime  charges,  354-2184 
MPDU  Number  23733 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO.,  INC 

(formerly,  Boston  Trucking  Co.) 

MA  DPU#25522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  careful  movers  641-1234 

From  $18  /  hr. 

•  MAXI-VANS 

•  CARGO  MASTER  TRUCKS 

•  HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 

•  24  HOUR  DELIVERY 

•  LIC.  and  INS. 


WHITE  MOUNTAIN  MAGIC 

Enjoy  spectacular  fall  foliage  at  our  100  acre  mountain 
resort.  With  19  charming  guest  rooms,  pool,  hot  tub, 
firplaced  common  rooms  and  miles  of  trails,  we’re  just 
what  you  need!  Ask  about  our  holiday  plans  too!  The 
HIGHLANDS  INN,  Box  118G,  Bethlehem,  NH  03574. 
(603)  869-3978.  Grace  and  Judi,  Innkeepers. _ (J7) 


PUBLICATIONS 


BAD  ATTITUDE 

A  lesbian  sex  magazine.  Irreverent  and  Hot!  $10  for  one 
year’s  subscription  (3  issues).  B.A.  Inc.,  P.O.  Box  110, 
Cambridge,  MA  02139. _ (16.33) 

WOMEN’S  REVIEW  OF  BOOKS 

monthly  review  of  current  feminist  writing.  Since  1983. 
Our  readers  span  the  U.S.,  Canada,  and  abroad. 
Subscriptions:  $15/U.S.,  $18/Canada,  $25/institutions. 
Free  sample  issue  on  request.  THE  WOMEN’S 
REVIEW,  Wellesley  Women’s  Research  Center, 
Wellesley,  MA  02181. _ (ex) 

BLACK/OUT 

The  new  quarterly  magazine  from  the  National  coalition 
of  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays,  features  news,  views, 
reviews,  poetry,  short  fiction  and  announcements  of  in¬ 
terest  to  the  national  Black  Lesbian  and  Gay  communi¬ 
ty.  Sample  copy,  $4,  I  yr.  subscription,  (4  issues)  $10. 
To:  Black/Out:,  NCBLG,  19641  W.  Seven  Mile,  Detroit 
MI  48219. _ (ex) 

LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism.  Quarterly  of  com¬ 
mentary,  analysis,  reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  and 
for  women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are  still  political, 
but  not  necessarily  correct.  Sample  $1 .50;  sub  $6;  more 
if/less  if.  LesCon,  584  Castro,  #263G,  SF,  CA  94114. 
_ (16.-) 

GUARDIAN:Independent  radical  newsweekly.  Covers 

Gay,  women  and  minority  struggles  and  international 
progressive  movements.  Special  offer-4  issues  FREE.  Write 
Guardian,  DeptGCN,  33W  1 7th  St.  NY.  NY.  1001 1 . _ (e_x) 

off  our  backs 

Celebrating  15  years  of  radical  feminist  journalism.  We 
bring  feminist  national/international  news  analysis  and 
reviews  each  month.  $11  year,  11  issues.  ($15  for  con¬ 
tributing  subs)  $20  institutional  fee.  Sample-$3  for  3 
issues!  Write  ‘off  our  backs’  Dept  GCN,  1841  Columbia 
Rd.  NW,  Room  212  Washington,  DC  20009.  (ex) 

OUTRAGEOUS  WOMEN 

A  journal  of  woman-to-woman  s/m.  Fantasy,  analysis, 
erotic  art  and  much  more.  Sub:  $13/four  issues.  Single 
issues  $4.  Must  state  you  are  over  18.  SASE  for  info.  PO 
Box  23,  Somerville  MA  02143. _ (ex) 

WOMAN  OF  ROWER:  “A  Magazine  of  Feminism, 

Spirituality,  and  Politics,”  an  inspiring  international 
quarterly  publication.  Subscriptions  $22  for  4  issues; 
singles  issues  $6  plus  $1  postage.  P.O.  Box  827,  Cam- 
bridge,  MA  02238,  telephone  (617)625-7885. _ (ex) 

ON  OUR  BACKS,  the  sexual  entertainment  magazine  for 
lesbians,  is  48  pages  of  erotic  fiction,  features,  plus  time¬ 
ly  sexual  advice  and  news  colums.  We  are  quarterly,  na¬ 
tional,  unique  and  provacative.  $15/yr  sub  or  $5  current 
issue  to:  On  Our  Backs,  PO  Box  421916,  San  Francisco, 
CA  94142. _ (ex) 


GAYELLOW  PAGES 

INFORMING  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY  SINCE  1973  Accom¬ 
modations,  AA  groups,  bars,  baths,  bookstores, 
businesses,  counselors,  dentists,  doctors,  hotels, 
lawyers,  mail  order,  media,  publications,  organizations, 
religious  groups,  services,  social  groups,  switchboards, 
therapists,  travel  agents,  etc. ,  etc. ,  etc. .  ( area  codes 
and  zip  codes  too!) 

USA  &  CANADA  $10 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  $4.50;  includes  Manhattan  bar 
notes  &  women’s  section. 

SOUTHERN  EDITION  $4.50;  Alabama.  Arkansas.  N  &  S. 
Carolina,  Florida.  Georgia,  Kansas,  Kentucky,  Louisiana, 
Mississippi,  Missouri,  New  Mexico,  Oklahoma,  Puerto 
Rico,  Tennessee,  Texas,  Virginia. 

NORTHEAST  EDITION  S4.50;  Connecticut.  Delaware, 
District  of  Columbia,  Maine,  Maryland.  Massachusetts, 
New  Hampshire.  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  Rhode  Island,  Ver¬ 
mont,  W.  Virginia. 

Renaissance  House,  Box  292GCN  Village  Station,  NY,  NY 
10014  212-674-0120.  All  books  discreetly  by  first  class 
mail;  your  name  kept  strictly  confidential.  To  list  a 
business  or  organization,  or  for  further  information,  send 
stamped,  self-addressed  business-size  envelope.  Please 
contact  us  for  prices  outside  the  USA.  In  Canada,  order 
from  Glad  Day  Books,  598  Yonge  St. .  Toronto,  Ontario 
M4Y  1Z3  416-961-4161  (check  for  prices) 

Ask  us  about  Gayellow  Pages  on  mailing  labels! 


236-1848 


risoners 
Seeking 
Friends 


TO  ALL  THOSE,  IN  &  OUT  OF  PRISON, 

WHO  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE. 

Alexander  Herkman.  Prison  Memoirs  of  an  Anarchist 


HELP! 

DICTIONARIES!! 

If  there’s  a  SAL 
of  cheap  ones  near  you,  how’s  about  pick¬ 
ing  up  a  few  for  people  (prisoners)  who] 
need  one.  Thanks!. 


MINORITY  PRISON  PROJECT  & 
TRANSSEXUALS  IN  PRISON  (TIP)  announce 
that  they  have  moved  to;  MPP/TIP,  (973  Sipes, 
Memphis  TN  38127.  We  are  looking  for  some  office 
space  and  some  people-power.  Please  contact  John 
Gypsy  Prowett  at  the  above  address  and  give  us  your 
support.  Thank  you. 


TS  PRISONERS! 

You  may  write  Anne  Ogbom  at  her  new  ad¬ 
dress  for  helpful  information.  She  is  sometimes 
swamped  with  letters,  so  BE  PATIENT!!  Anne 
Ogborn,  Box  15561,  Shawnee  Mission,  KS 
66214. 


Prisoners  United  for  Revolutionary  Education 

(PURE)  are  Marxist-Leninist  prisoners  militantly  strug¬ 
gling  for  people’s  conquest  of  political  power.  If  you 
are  for  socialist  revolution  write  to  either:  Alvaro  Her¬ 
nandez,  255735  Goree,  Huntsville,  TX  77344,  or,  Ana 
Gelabert,  384484,  Rt  4  Box  800,  Gatesville  TX  76528. 


RIGHTS  OF  PRISONERS-FREE!! 
Once  apain,  the  ACLU  has  FREE  copies  of 
the  Rights  of  Prisoners  available  for 
risoners.  Write  to:  ACLU,  132  W.43rd, 
ew  York,  NY  10036. 


Pr 

N 


To  begin  with  THANK  the  entire  ‘gang’  there 
for  my  complimentary  sub  to  your  innovative 
paper!  There  are  few  papers  that  can  compare 
to  your  trustworthy  advocacy  of  ‘our’  cause.  I 
am  a  43  yr  old  Black  male  who  particularly  likes 
intimacy  with  young,  sweet,  effeminate  human 
beings.  I  have  done  lots  of  traveling,  can  in- 
tellectualize  and  have  average  hopes  and 
desires.  Maybe  someone  would  write(?)  Billy 
M.  McCOY,  75868  Camp  C,  Angola  LA- 70712. 


Corresponding  relationship(s)  sought.  This 
aspiring  bisexual  male  seeks  earnest  com¬ 
munication  with  harmonious  individual(s)  who 
would  be  willing  to  share  some  of  their  time. 
Anthony  BRANDON.  85A4828,  Box  180, 
Comstock  NY  12821. 


Does  Boston  have  a  NAMBI.A  chapter?  Please 
put  my  name  on  your  penpal  list,  okay.  I  will  be 
honesi  in  my  response.  Mark  BEHRING, 
38708,  Box  2800,  Lincoln  NE  68502. _ 

GM  would  sincerely  appreciate  some  decent 
conversation.  Seeking  sincere  person  to  share 
feelings  with.  Gregory  HOGLE,  312662,  Rt  4 
Box  1200,  Rosharon  TX  77583. 


Hello,  I’m  a  22  yr  old  looking  for  anyone  who 
has  a  good  sense  of  humor,  is  open-minded  and 
adventurous.  Please  send  a  photo  if  you  can. 
Looking  forward  to  hearing  from  you.  Desiree 
NUNN,  Box  7  —  1 19241,  Shakopee  MN  55379. 

Bi-female  seeking  correspondence  from  both 
genders.  Women  particularly.  Enjoy  people  of 
versatility,  both  intellectual  and  down  to  earth. 
Need  outside  support/concern.  Brenda 
TAYLOR,  1034  Bragg  St,  Raleigh  NC  27610. 


I’m  a  kind,  friendly  person  looking  for  a 
girlfriend.  I  like  music,  cooking,  shopping, 
making  love,  buying  gifts  &  flowers.  1  want  a 
50-50  love  affair.  Is  there  a  female  out  there 
who  wants  to  exchange  thoughts  for  a  long 
time?  Patricia  COLEMAN,  A150479— 159,  PO 
Box  8540,  Pembroke  Pines  FL  33024. _ 

ISeeking  correspondence.  Age  and  race  not  im¬ 

portant.  Having  lived  in  the  New  Orleans 

[French  Quarter  my  enjoyments  are  endless. 

[Seeking  close  and  affectionate  friendship.  F. 

|LeMIEUX,  4AL,  PO  Box  388,  Gretna  LA 

170053 


|  Gay  prisoners  in  FLORIDA  may  write  The 
I  Weekly  News  and  ask  for  a  copy  of  their  gay 
[newspaper  (limited  supply).  TWN,  901  NE. 

1 79th  St. #20,  Miami  FL  33138. 

I  m  currently  serving  a  sentence  for  check 
forgery  and  am  about  to  make  parole  (in  TX  or 
PA,  if  I  can  put  together  a  jobs  and  housing 
plan).  The  board  has  stipulated  2  things;  that  I 
leave  Okla.  and  that  1  don’t  come  back!  I’ve 
been  locked  up  for  1 1  years  and  have  no  family 
or  friends  out  there.  Please  help  me  make  some 
contacts.  Richard  WEIGEL,  Box  514 — 96127, 
Granite  OK  73547. 


Very  attractive  man  would  like  to  correspond 
with  attractive  TV-TS.  Hobbies  include  hand¬ 
ball,  soft  ball,  swimming  and  those  ‘Hot  sum¬ 
mer  nights’.  Jack  LECK  II,  10495-006,  PO  Box 
1 500-AZ.  El  Reno  OK  73036. 


Looking  for  love!  I  am  willing  to  relocate, 
reciprocate  and  appreciate.  Young,  good  look¬ 
ing,  physically  fit,  non-drinker,  good  attitude, 
high  goals.  Come  on,  see  for  yourself.  You  may 
be  missing  out.  Jim  INGRAM,  87288-I2BKS, 
PO  Box  600,  Grady  AR  71644. 


As  a  prisoner  here  in  the  Okla.  system  1  believe  I 
am  aware  of  the  meaning  of  discrimination  and 
harassment  against  gay  people.  We  are  refer¬ 
red  to  as  ‘AIDS  packing  Queers’.  If  we  get  any 
jobs  at  all,  they  are  the  garbage  details.  I  was 
surprised  when  I  saw  my  first  copy  of  your 
newspaper  and  its  recognition  of  the  existence 
of  gay  prisoners  and  our  special  double  strug¬ 
gle.  I  would  be  very  grateful  if  you  would  run  a 
penpal  ad  for  me.  Danny  WRIGHT,  90110, 
Box  514,  Granite  OK  73547. 


GM  looking  for  a  friend  out  there.  Am  alone 
and  without  family.  I  need  someone  out  there  to 
make  this  hell  on  earth  easier  to  bare.  Timothy 
DIVERS,  155828,  FCC  4-D-03,  1012  W.  Col- 
umbia,  Farmington  MO  63640, 


Would  like  to  hear  from  all  ferns,  passives,  and 
TVs.  Swimmers  build.  Good  companion. 
Varied  interests.  No  prisoners  please.  Jerry 
GILLESPIE,  129-350,  PO  Box  56,  Lebanon 
OH  45036. 


ARTISTIC  prisoner  who  does  fine  work  on 
paper  or  handkerchiefs  wants  to  hear  from  any 
people  that  aren’t  afraid  of  spice  in  their  life.  I 
only  desire  someone  to  share  good  thoughts, 
dreams  and  bits  of  despair.  Possibly  I  could 
also  find  a  market  (flea-market,  shops?)  for  my 
art  thru  you?  Please  write.  Steven 
CLEMENTS,  364313,  Box  16,  Lovelady  TX 
75851. 


TARRY  DOBSON,  please  write.  Wm  Maitre, 
650485  (D-217-T),  Box  99  (154),  Clermont  FL 
32711. 


Soft  complexion,  into  music,  reading,  writing, 
nice  times,  tasteful  porno,  cooking,  water  ski¬ 
ing,  antiques  and  a  variety  of  other  things. 
Charles  GAINS,  Box  137,  Tillery  NC  27887 


My  family  knows  I  am  ‘gay’  and  only  my  mom 
really  excepts  it.  I  don’t  receive  letters  at  all 
though  1  call  my  mom  once  a  month.  I  would 
like  very  much  for  someone  of  my  kind  of  peo¬ 
ple  to  write  me  to  help  keep  me  thinking  good 
thoughts.  James  MELTON,  A808286-008,  PO 
Box  279,  E.  Palatka  FL  32031. 
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ORGANIZATIONS 


MOVERS 


OLDER  LESBIAN  ENERGY 


POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

new  &  used  boxes  delivered 
packing  and  storing 


Please  note:  Calendar  listings  must  be  receiv¬ 
ed  by  the  Monday  before  the  week  of  the 
event  Photos  with  listings  are  encouraged. 


24  Saturday 

Townsend  □  Gaylaxian  Science  Fiction  Society's  mon¬ 
thly  meeting.  I  pm.  Info:  PO  Box  1051,  Back  Bay  Annex, 
Boston,  MA  02117. 

25  Sunday 

Jamaica  Plain  □  Lesbian  and  Gay  Neighbors  in  con¬ 
junction  with  Chiltem  Mountain  Club  apple-picking  at 
Deershom  Apple  Farm.  Afterwards,  picnic  at  Wachusett 
Mountain.  Ilam.  Info  and  ride-sharing:  Joe  522-9505. 

Boston  □  Nice  Jewish  Girls  potluck.  Support/discus¬ 
sion  group  for  Jewish  lesbians.  Info:  Lisa  666-2159. 

Boston  □  Rock  Against  Sexism  disc  party/T-dance. 
1270  Boylston  St.  6-IOpm.  $2  ($1  before  7pm). 

Boston  □  Meeting  of  Boston-area  Unitarian- 
Universalist  Gays  and  Lesbians.  Topic:  "Lesbian, 
Gay,  and  Bisexual  Parenting:  Making  Choices.”  Arlington 
St.  Church,  351  Boylston  St.  7pm.  Info:  536-7050. 

Quabbin  Reservoir  □  Dignity/Integrity  of  Central 
Mass,  apple-picking  and  picnic.  Meet  at  St.  Mark’s.  I  pm. 
Info:  Roger  508/755-7067. 


Boston  □  NAMES  Project  meeting  to  coordinate 
plans  to  bring  the  AIDS  Quilt  to  Washington.  Piemonte 
Rm.,  City  Hall,  Congress  St.  entrance.  7pm. 

Boston  □  Vusisizwe  Players  from  South  Africa  pre¬ 
sent  “You  Strike  the  Woman,  You  Strike  the  Rock." 
Through  10/2.  Suffolk  University,  Walsh  Theater,  55 
Temple  St.  8pm.  $12.  Info:  424-1411. 

30  Friday 


Roxbury  □  In  Memory  of  Rosie  Jimenez  —  Our 
Struggle  Continues,  an  event  to  remember  the  life  of 
the  first  woman  known  to  die  from  a  back  alley  abortion 
after  federal  funding  for  abortion  was  cut  off  in  1976.  Rm. 
300,  Student  Ctr.,  Roxbury  Community  College. 

7-8:30pm.  Wheelchair  accessible,  ASL  interpreted,  bil¬ 
ingual  Spanish/  English.  Children  welcome.  Sponsored  by 
Comite  de  Mujeres  Puertorriquenas-Miriam  Lopez  Perez, 
Women  for  Economic  Justice,  Alliance  Against  Women's 
Oppression. 


Boston  □  Gay  Boston,  a  cable  program  with  Candace  Van 
Auken.  Boston  Neighborhood  Network,  channels  A3  and  A8 
7:30-8pm. 

Sunday 

Boston  □  Metro  Healing  presents  healing  group  for  PWAs 
and  all  those  wishing  to  be  of  support.  Metropolitan  Health  Club 
aerobics  room,  209  Columbus  Ave.  7:30-9:30pm.  Info:  Bnan 
267-1154,  Joseph  357-6926. 


Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Partners  of  Incest  Sur¬ 
vivors.  The  Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St. 
8: 15-9: 15pm.  Free.  Info:  354-8807  (TTY/voice). 

Boston  □  Panel  discussion  "Sex,  Abortion,  and  the 
Rehnquist  Court:  Constitutional  Rights  in  Political  Transi¬ 
tion."  At  the  quarterly  meeting  of  the  Greater  Boston 
Lesbian/Gay  Political  Alliance.  ASL-interpreted.  25 
Beacon  St.  (Unitarian  Universalist  Ass’n.).  7pm.  Free.  In¬ 
fo:  262-2381. 


Boston  □  Boston  Area  Women’s  Self-Defense  Collective  offers 
Women's  Self-Defense  Classes  for  women  of  all  ages  and 
abilities.  Meets  Wednesday  evenings  and  Saturday  afternoons  in 
the  South  End.  Info:  574-9433. 


Cambridge  □  “Say  It,  Sister!”  discussion  of  "Black 
Women’s  Health."  Host  Kim  Motylewski,  with  Byllye 
Avery.  WMBR,  88.IFM.  7-8pm. 


I  October  □  Singing/songwriting  duo  Romanovsky  & 
Philips,  the  Sonny  &  Cher  of  the  gay  male  performance 
scene,  strut  their  stuff  at  Mass.  Art’s  Tower  Auditorium. 
Info:  266-5443. 


Cambridge  □  Newoman  Potluck  Dinner.  For 

women  new,  or  not  so  new,  to  the  area.  Showing  of 
"Desert  Hearts"  following.  The  Women’s  Center,  46 
Pleasant  St.  6pm.  Info:  354-8807. 

Cambridge  □  Book-signing  party  to  celebrate  the 
publication  this  month  of  "Looking  at  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Life"  by  Warren  Blumenfeld  and  Diane  Raymond.  To 
benefit  the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Speakers  Bureau.  Phillips 
Brooks  House,  Harvard  Yard.  2-5pm.  Info:  354-0133. 

Brookline  □  Brookline,  Brighton,  Allston  Lesbian 
Potluck.  6pm.  Info:  . 

Boston  □  Boston's  Other  Voice  special  guest  Brian 
McNaught  on  "coming  out."  With  host  Peter  Stickel. 
WROR  98.5FM.  1 1 :30pm. 

26  Monday 

Jamaica  Plain  □  Angry  Initiatives/Defiant 
Strategies  presented  by  GCN  and  Deep  Dish  T.V.  Net¬ 
work.  An  Hour  of  clips  from  AIDS-related  videos.  J.P. 
Firehouse,  659  Centre  St.,  7:30pm.  Wheelchair  accessi¬ 
ble.  $2.  Info:  426-4469. 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Rap  topic:  “PMS-Premenstrual 
Syndrome."  The  Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St. 

8-IOpm.  Free.  Info:  354-8807  (TTY/voice). 

Boston  □  Boston  Bisexual  Women’s  Network  mon¬ 
thly  Volunteer  Night.  Meet  new  people,  stuff  newsletters, 
do  BBWN  projects,  munch  out.  All  women  welcome. 
7:30pm.  Info:  247-6683. 

27  T uesday 

Cambridge  □  Bisexual  Women’s  Rap  See  9/20 
listing. 

Boston  □  Gay  and  Lesbian  Speakers  Bureau  mon¬ 
thly  meeting.  Topic:  "Dealing  with  the  Silently  Hostile  in 
Your  Audience:  How  to  Get  Them  (Safely)  to  Express 
Themselves."  25  Ridgeway  Lane,  Beacon  Hill.  7pm.  Info: 
367-3946. 

Boston  □  Massachusetts  Lesbian  and  Gay  Bar  Associa¬ 
tion  cocktail  party.  New  members  especially  welcome. 
Claddagh  Restaurant,  335  Columbus  Ave.  5:30pm.  Info: 
734-6720. 

28  Wednesday 

Boston  □  Boston  NOW  Lesbian  Rights  Task  Force 
meeting.  971  Commonwealth  Ave.  7pm.  Free.  Info: 
782-1056. 


Brookline  □  Join  Am  Tikva  for  a  Simchat  Torah  pro¬ 
gram  with  Metropolitan  Community  Church:  "Rejoicing 
in  the  Torah-Rejoicing  in  our  Traditions."  Bring 
something  sweet  to  share.  All  welcome.  Workmen’s  Cir¬ 
cle,  1762  Beacon  St.  8pm.  Info:  782-8894. 

Stowe,  VT  □  Foliage  bicycling  —  50-70  miles  a  day 
with  Chiltern  Mt.  Club.  Loding  at  gay  Buccaneer  Lodge. 
Through  Oct.  2.  Info:  Bob,  (617)  266-3812. 

Cambridge  □  Made  in  Boston  multi-company  dance 
theatre  concert.  Producer/director  Peter  Heffernan.  Fit¬ 
zgerald  Theater,  Cambridge  Rindge  and  Latin  High 
School,  459  Broadway.  (Also  Oct.  I)  8:15  pm.  $13,  $10 
students,  seniors.  Info:  491-7377. 

October  I  Saturday 

New  Bedford  □  “Reachin’  Out”  Conference  spon¬ 
sored  by  Alliance  of  Gays,  Lesbian  and  Supporters  of  the 
Greater  New  Bedford/  Fall  River  area.  Unitarian  Church. 

9-4:30pm.  Registration:  $15-30  includes  lunch.  Info: 
Patrick,  (508)  990-8280. 

Boston  □  Romanovsky  and  Phillips  in  concert  in 

the  Tower  Auditorium,  Mass.  College  of  Art,  625  Hun¬ 
tington  Ave.  8pm.  $8/advance,  $IO/door.  Info:  266-5443. 

Fryeburg,  ME  □  Caribou  Mt  day  hike  with  the 
Chiltem  Mt.  Club.  Info:  Michael,  (617)  522-9194  or  (207) 
883-6934. 

Boston  □  Hoedown  Country  Dance  sponsored  by 
Dignity/Boston.  St.  John  the  Evangelist  Church. 
7:30-1  Ipm.  Liturgy  at  6:30pm.  $5  at  door.  Chicken  and 
drinks  provided,  potluck  salads,  etc.  Info:  536-6516. 

Cambridge  □  Weaving  Stories  and  songs  to  benefit 
Renewal  House,  shelter  and  hope  for  women.  With 
storyteller  Elisa  Pearimain  and  folksinger  Sue  Kranz.  First 
Congregational  Church.  II  Garden  St.  $5-$l5.  Info: 
566-6881. 

Boston  □  South  End  Open  Studios  offers  a  day  of 
studio  visiting,  dance,  music  and  theater  performances. 
539  Tnemont.  Il-5pm.  Free.  Info:  (508)  443-8871. 

2  Sunday 

Cambridge  □  Reading  from  "Testimonies,"  new  an¬ 
thology  of  coming  out  stories  edited  by  Sarah  Holmes. 
New  Words  Bookstore,  186  Hampshire  St.  3-5pm.  Info: 
876-5310. 


Cambridge  □  Lesbian  potluck.  Meet  your  neighbors! 
New  group  holding  monthly  potlucks.  5:30pm.  Info: 
Wendy,  547-2251. 

Boston  □  Lesbian  academic  group.  Academics,  ar¬ 
tists  present,  perform  and  discuss  work-in-progress. 
7:30pm.  Info:  924-7954. 

Boston  □  Living  with  AIDS  Theater  Project 

discussed  by  Martin  Anderson  on  Boston’s  Other  Voice 
with  host  Peter  Stickel,  98.5  FM,  WROR.  1 1 :30pm. 

3  Monday 

Springfield  □  Parents  and  Friends  of  Lesbians  and 
Gays  meeting  at  the  Wesson  Memorial  Unit  of  Baystate 
Medical  Center,  140  High  St.  7pm.  Info:  786-5079, 
781-2990. 

Cambridge  □  Boston  Bisexual  Women’s  Network 

meeting  at  the  Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  7:30pm. 
Info:  247-6683  (BIS-MOVE). 

6  Thursday 

Boston  □  Boston  Les/Gay  Pride  Committee 

meeting,  Rm.  801,  City  Hall.  New  members  welcome. 
7pm.  Info:  Matthew  Hayes,  232-1716. 

7  Friday 

Manchester,  N.H.  □  New  Hampshire  Gay  Parents 

meeting.  7:30pm.  Info:  (603)  478-5437. 

8  Saturday 

Boston  □  Coffeehouse  with  Catie  Curtis, 
folk/women’s  music.  Arlington  St.  Church.  8-1  Ipm. 
$3.50  suggested  donation.  No  alcohol  or  tobacco.  Info: 
Lori  Kenschaft,  547-5209. 

Amherst  □  Unity  and  Diversity  conference. 
Les/gay/bisexual  gathering  with  theme:  Wellness  in  our 
Community.  Through  Oct.  9.  Hampshire  College,  co¬ 
sponsored  by  Hampshire  Women’s  Center.  Info  or  to 
volunteer,  write  Box  662,  Hadley,  MA  01035. 

WEEKLY  EVENTS 

Saturday 

Boston  □  Living  With  AIDS  Theatre  Project  presents  a 
workshop  to  collect  the  experiences  and  stones  of  those  con¬ 
nected  in  any  way  with  the  AIDS  crisis.  The  goal  is  to  create  a 
theater  music  piece  based  on  the  workshop  matenal.  No  perfor¬ 
mance  expenence  necessary.  Club  Cabaret,  209  Columbus  Ave. 
10:30am. 


Monday 

Boston  □  Women’s  Rugby  Club  fall  practice  every  Monday 
and  Wednesday,  6-8pm.  No  experience  necessary.  Info:  Mel 
536-4943,  message  932-5401 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Rap.  The  Women's  Center,  46  Plea¬ 
sant  St.  8-IOpm.  Free.  Info:  3S4-8807  (TTY/voice). 

T  uesday 

Providence,  Rl  □  ACT-UP/Rhode  Island  has  meetings  open 
to  the  public.  Rocket,  73  Richmond  St.  7pm.  ACT-UP/RI,  PO 
Box  3156,  Wayland  Square  Station,  Providence.  Rl  02906.  Info: 
Bill  617/782-9063. 

Camb  □  Bisexual  Women’s  Rap  The  Women's  Center,  46 
Pleasant  St.  7:30-l0pm.  Free.  Info:  354-8807  (TTY/voice). 

Wednesday 

Boston  □  Women's  Self-Defense  Classes  for  women  of  all 
ages  and  abilities.  See  Saturday  listing. 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Al-Anon  with  childcare.  The 
Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  6:30-8pm.  Free.  Info: 
354-8807  (TTY/voice). 

Cambridge  □  MASS  ACT  OUT  meeting.  M.I.T.,  Building 
66,  Rm.  126.  7:30pm.  Info:  661-7737. 

Boston  □  Women's  Rugby  Club.  See  Monday  listing. 

Thursday 

Boston  □  GCN's  production  night.  All  welcome.  Proof¬ 
reading  starts  at  5pm.  Paste-up  after  7pm.  62  Berkeley  St.,  near 
Arlington  &  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info:  GCN,  426-4469. 

Friday 

Boston  □  GCN  mailing.  Come  help  stuff  the  paper  and  meet 
new  friends.  Spm  to  1 0pm.  62  Berkeley  St.,  near  Arlington  & 
Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info:  GCN.  426-4469. 

Worcester  □  AIDS  Project  —  Worcester  support  group 
meets  for  HIV  positive,  PWA's,  PWARC's,  lovers,  friends,  and 
the  worried  well.  Open  to  all  lesbians  and  gay  men  regardless  of 
HIV  status.  51  Jackson  St.  7-9pm.  Info:  Dana,  508/755-3773. 

Boston  □  Healing  group  for  PWAs  and  all  those  wishing  to  be 
of  support.  Santa  Fe  Hair  Salon,  528  Tremont  St.  7:30-9:30pm. 
Info:  Bnan  267-1154,  Joseph  357-6926. 

Cambridge  □  Women’s  Coffeehouse  The  Women's 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  8pm-midnight.  Info:  354-8807 
(TTY/voice). 

CALENDAR  COMPILED  BY 
TODD  HOLLISTER 


By  Stephanie  Poggi 

FT.  BRAGG,  Calif.  —  Baba  Copper, 
author  of  the  recently  released  Over  the  Hill: 
Reflections  on  Ageism  Between  Women, 
died  during  the  first  week  of  September  at 
the  age  of  69.  According  to  Crossing  Press, 
publisher  of  Copper’s  book,  she  had  been 
sick  for  some  time,  but  had  been  recovering 
and  remained  active  writing,  speaking  and 
conducting  workshops  about  ageism. 

One  of  the  few  feminist  works  on  the 
topic,  Copper’s  Over  the  Hill,  continues 
breaking  new  ground  in  the  tradition  of 
Look  Me  in  the  Eye:  Old  Women,  Aging 
and  Ageism,  by  Barbara  Macdonald  and 
Cynthia  Rich  (Spinsters  Ink,  S.F.,  1983). 
The  collection  of  essays  gathered  here,  writ¬ 
ten  primarily  over  the  last  four  years, 
discusses  “the  fear  and  loathing  of  old  age 
which  saps  so  much  of  all  women’s  energy.” 
Focusing  in  particular  on  the  lesbian  com¬ 
munity,  Copper  pulls  together  many  strands 
of  this  fear  and  loathing.  She  exposes  the 
passing  for  younger  that  is  part  of  all  female 
experience,  and  the  enforced  isolation  of  old 
lesbians  —  depriving  the  lesbian  community 
of  energy  and  experience,  while  denying 
self-respect  and  meaningful  interaction  to 
old  lesbians. 

Copper  talks  about  coming  out  at  age  51, 
“walking  away  from  the  ground  which 
women  usually  try  to  hold  on  to,”  only  to 
find  that  she  was  entering  another  unex¬ 
pected  “state  of  marginality...the  stigma  ac¬ 
corded  to  age  in  women.”  Asking  who  pro¬ 
fits  from  ageism  in  the  lesbian  community, 
Copper  challenges  younger  women’s  con¬ 
trol  of  power  in  the  movement.  She  says, 
“The  personality  I  feel  I  am  being  asked  to 
assume  as  an  old  woman  is  even  more 
docile/submissive  than  that  asked  of  me  as  a 
young  woman  throughout  my  life  with 
men.” 

Ageism  may  be  difficult  to  fight,  she 
adds,  not  only  because  old  lesbians  have 
largely  been  denied  real  say  in  the  move¬ 
ment’s  agenda,  but  also  because  —  unlike 
other  oppression  —  that  based  on  age 
“steals  upon  us  gradually,  invading  the 
defenses  carefully  constructed  against  it.” 
She  notes  that  the  negative  experiences  we 
have  as  we  get  older  can  render  women  in- 


Baba  Copper,  69,  pioneer 
in  battle  against  ageism 


Baba  Cooper 


creasingly  self-hating,  and  that  women  in 
their  forties  and  fifties  are  often  the  most 
vicious  in  dealing  with  women  older 
than  themselves. 

Copper  describes  touch  deprivation  as 
another  way  old  women  are  excluded  from 
the  lesbian  community,  saying,  “Touch  is 
not  a  fringe  benefit  of  youth,  it  is  a  human 
necessity.”  But  because  many  young  les¬ 
bians  see  old  lesbians  as  non-sexual  or  are 
afraid  “of  being  misunderstood”  they 
refuse  to  touch,  thereby  refusing  both  sex¬ 
ual  and  friendship  touch. 

Copper’s  analysis  of  ageism  between 
women  points  in  part  to  the  ways  all  old 
women  are  regarded  as  mother  figures  by 
young  women.  Mothers,  they  have  been 
taught,  are  fair  prey,  people  whose  job  it  is 
to  give  and  not  to  get.  Young  lesbians  may 
also  see  mothers  as  representing  the  self- 
defeating  traditional  values  they  have  strug¬ 
gled  to  reject  in  themselves. 

Another  fascinating  element  of  Copper’s 
book  is  her  discussion  of  the  role  commonly 
pushed  on  grandmothers:  that  of  patient 
caretakers  of  their  children’s  children, 
servers  who  never  assert  their  own  wishes. 
She  also  points  out  how  easy  it  is  to  view 
grandmothers  with  a  false  nostalgia,  as  sym¬ 
bols  for  vague  ideas  about  an  old-fashioned, 
simpler  time. 

She  concludes  with  an  account  of  the 
enormously  inspiring  First  West  Coast  Con¬ 
ference  By  and  For  Old  Lesbians.  “Not 
older.  Not  elder.  Just  like  it  is  —  old.”  The 
gathering  of  200  lesbians  offered  the  ex¬ 
traordinary  experience  of  communal 
resistance  to  the  stereotypical  expectations 
of  old  women. 

Copper  tells  us  that  she  had  made  a  pledge 
when  she  found  herself  going  “over  the 
hill”  —  metaphorically  out  of  sight  —  to 
“learn  to  articulate  the  great  complexity  of 
the  experience  of  ageism  as  it  takes  place 
between  women.”  Her  brave  work  has  con¬ 
tributed  enormously  to  the  foundation  of 
this  project  still  virtually  untouched  by 
feminism. 

Over  The  Hill  is  paperback,  98  pages,  and 
costs  $7 . 95 .  □  filed  from  Boston 


Rally 

’Round 

the 

Quilt! 

The  AIDS  Memorial  Quilt  will  be  in 
Washington  on  October  8th  and 
9th  as  part  of  the  National  AIDS 
Awareness  and  Education  Week¬ 
end,  and  500  volunteers  from  the 
New  England  NAMES  Project  are 
going  to  Washington  to  help  with 
the  display.  Join  us  at  a  send-off 
rally  on  Tuesday,  October  4,  from 
5:30  to  7:30  PM  in  City  Hall  Plaza. 
There’ll  be  entertainment,  raffle 
drawings,  and  speakers,  including 
Cleve  Jones,  founder  of  the  NAMES 
Project.  For  a  complete  rally 
schedule  and  a  list  of  Washington 
weekend  events,  call  395-5477.  To 
be  a  volunteer,  call  the  NAMES 
Project  New  England  at  451-9003. 


AGAIN. 


Applications  for  employment  are 
now  being  accepted.  Please  apply 
in  person  at  51  Stuart  Street  in 
Boston,  Mondays  and  Tuesdays 
from  4pm  until  7pm,  and  Saturdays 
from  1pm  until  4pm. 


